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Introduction 


This  third  volume  of  Bible  history  is  devoted  to  the 
Great  Transition  in  the  history  of  the  People  of  Israel. 
Hitherto  this  people  of  the  invisible  Jehovah  have  stood 
out  from  the  other  nations  of  the  world  as  a  nation  with 
an  invisible  king.  Henceforward  they  will  be  found 
assimilated  in  the  form  of  their  government  to  other 
peoples ;  in  theory  God  is  still  their  ruler,  but  the  visible 
representatives  of  Jehovah  are  no  longer  men  raised  up 
by  a  spiritual  call,  but  '  kings '  succeeding  by  natural  de- 
scent. The  intervening  period  then  presents  the  Chosen 
Nation  in  its  efforts  towards  Secular  Government.  I  have 
called  this  volume  '  The  Judges ' :  in  the  title  of  this  office 
we  have  the  history  in  embryo.  It  is  the  most  general  of 
biblical  terms  for  a  ruler,  and  may  be  applied  to  govern- 
ment of  different  types.  As  the  judges  are  raised  up  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Divine  authority,  the  name  reflects 
the  office  of  the  prophets.  On  the  other  hand,  the  func- 
tion for  which  the  judges  are  required  is  the  more  or  less 
complete  union  of  the  nation  for  purposes  of  national 
defence ;  and  this  was  the  basis  of  the  popular  demand 
for  kings :  "  We  will  have  a  king  over  us ;  that  we  also 
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may  be  like  all  the  nations  ;  and  that  our  king  may  judge 
us,  and  go  out  before  us,  and  fight  our  battles." 

This  third  part  of  the  history  covers  three  books.  Book 
five  is  concerned  with  the  Conquest  of  Canaan.  In  spirit 
it  is  a  continuation  of  what  has  preceded;  Joshua  is  a 
second  Moses.  He  wields  an  authority  not  inferior  to 
that  of  his  predecessor : 

All  that  thou  hast  commanded  us  we  will  do,  and  whitherso- 
ever thou  sendest  us  we  will  go.  According  as  we  hearkened 
unto  Moses  in  all  things,  so  will  we  hearken  unto  thee :  only 
the  Lord  thy  God  be  with  thee,  as  he  was  with  Moses. 

The  passage  of  the  Jordan  is  a  counterpart  to  the  passage 
of  the  Red  Rea.  The  '  Doomsday  Book,'  as  it  has  well 
been  called,  occupying  ten  chapters  oi  Joshua^  carries  on 
the  documentary  legislation  of  the  Exodus.  And  the 
Farewell  of  Joshua,  and  the  covenant  which  he  inaugu- 
rates, are  an  echo  of  the  successive  appeals  of  Moses,  and 
the  covenants  in  the  land  of  Moab,  which  constitute  the 
Book  of  Deuteronomy. 

It  is  in  the  sixth  book  that  the  character  of  the  period 
becomes  apparent  —  a  Succession  of  Judges.  Isolated 
stories  describe  these  officers  raised  up  in  times  of  national 
emergency,  and  wielding  an  undefined  authority  as  long 
as  they  live.  The  intervals  between  are  conveyed  by  the 
characteristic  formula  that  there  was  no  king  in  Israel, 
and   every  man   did   that  which   was   right   in   his   own 
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eyes.  As  we  traverse  the  order  of  events,  we  seem  to 
catch  an  approach  to  the  coming  unification  of  the  people 
in  the  hegemony  of  various  tribes  in  succession  according 
to  the  quarter  from  which  the  national  danger  comes. 
At  the  opening  of  the  book  the  tribe  of  Judah  takes  the 
leadership  by  the  Divine  appointment  of  the  lot ;  Simeon 
uniting  with  Judah  by  invitation.  In  the  achievements 
of  Deborah  and  Barak,  with  the  enemy  in  the  north,  the 
tribes  of  Zebulun  and  Naphtali  come  to  the  front.  When 
Gideon  and  Jephthah  are  waging  war  against  such  exter- 
nal foes  as  the  Midianites  and  Ammonites,  the  men  of 
Ephraim  seem  to  claim  an  hegemony ;  the  leaders  indeed 
do  not  come  from  that  tribe,  but  the  Ephraimites  make  it  a 
grievance  that  they  have  not  been  called  upon  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course ;  and  in  the  case  of  Jephthah  this  leads  to 
a  civil  war.  Under  Samson  the  ^  Philistines  '  are  the  foe, 
and  the  tribe  of  Dan  has  the  lead ;  the  stories  of  Samson 
are  followed  by  the  interesting  narrative  of  the  Danish 
migration.  And  at  the  close  of  the  sixth  book  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin  has  attained  such  power  as  to  be  able  for  a 
long  time  to  carry  on  a  successful  war  against  the  whole 
of  the  rest  of  Israel.  Though  it  seems  paradoxical  to  cite 
a  civil  war  as  evidence  of  unity,  yet  this  cohesion  of 
eleven  tribes  is  the  largest  advance  that  has  yet  appeared 
in  the  transition  from  tribeship  to  nationality. 

It  is  in  this  sixth  book  that  we  find  the  idea  of  king- 
ship distinctly  formulating  itself.     It  comes  upon  us  quite 
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suddenly  in  the  story  of  Gideon.  After  the  great  deliver- 
ance wrought  by  him  the  appeal  is  made  in  these  terms : 

Then  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  Gideon,  Rule  thou  over  us, 
both  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy  son's  son  also :  for  thou  hast 
saved  us  out  of  the  hand  of  Midian.  And  Gideon  said 
unto  them,  I  will  not  rule  over  you,  neither  shall  my  son 
rule  over  you  :  the  LoRU  shall  rule  over  you. 

After  the  death  of  Gideon,  however,  his  illegitimate  son, 
Abimelech,  obtains  the  help  of  his  mother^s  brethren, 
slaughters  in  oriental  fashion  the  seventy  sons  of  Gideon, 
and  is  crowned  ^king'  in  Shechem.  As  Israel's  first 
royal  procession  is  marching  in  triumph,  an  escaped  son 
of  Gideon  suddenly  confronts  them  from  the  safe  height 
of  Gerizim,  and  pours  upon  them  the  biting  satire  of  his 
fable  in  scorn  of  people  and  king,  and  of  the  whole  idea 
of  kingship. 

The  trees  went  forth  on  a  time  to  anoint  a  king  over  them ; 
and  they  said  unto  the  olive  tree,  Reign  thou  over  us.  But 
the  olive  tree  said  unto  them,  Should  I  leave  my  fatness, 
wherewith  by  me  they  honour  God  and  man,  and  go  to  wave 
to  and  fro  over  the  trees?  And  the  trees  said  to  the  fig  tree, 
Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  But  the  fig  tree  said  unto 
them,  Should  I  leave  my  sweetness,  and  my  good  fruit,  and  go 
to  wave  to  and  fro  over  the  trees?  And  the  trees  said  unto 
the  vine.  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  And  the  vine  said 
unto  them,  Should  I  leave  my  wine,  which  cheereth  God  and 
man,  and  go  to  wave  to  and  fro  over  the  trees?  Then  said 
viii 
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all  the  trees  unto  the  bramble,  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us. 
And  the  bramble  said  unto  the  trees,  If  in  truth  ye  anoint  me 
king  over  you,  then  come  and  put  your  trust  in  my  shadow  : 
and  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  of  the  bramble,  and  devour  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon. 

In  the  application  of  his  fable,  Jotham  prays  that  fire 
may  come  out  from  Abimelech  and  devour  the  men  of 
Shechem,  and  that  fire  may  come  out  from  the  men  of 
Shechem  and  devour  Abimelech.  The  usurped  kingship 
continues  three  years,  and  ends  in  the  feud  which  Jotham 
had  foreseen ;  in  the  most  literal  sense  fire  comes  forth 
from  Abimelech  and  devours  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  a 
fate  not  less  ignominious  than  fire  brings  vengeance  from 
the  men  of  Shechem  upon  Abimelech. 

When  we  pass  to  the  seventh  book,  we  see,  not  in  pre- 
cise statements,  but  in  what  the  incidents  imply,  that  the 
national  sense  of  unity  which  gave  strength  to  the  demand 
for  visible  kingship,  has  been  making  advances.  Eli  is 
called  a  judge ;  yet  it  is  evident  that  in  his  time  Shiloh 
and  its  '  temple '  has  become  the  national  centre  ;  the  ark, 
moreover,  is  regarded  even  by  the  wicked  Hophni  and 
Phinehas  as  the  symbol  of  unity  and  national  strength, 
and  several  sections  of  the  history  are  devoted  to  the 
wonders  of  the  ark  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Again,  a 
notion  seems  vaguely  to  have  established  itself  of  the 
authority  of  the  judge  as  descending  in  his  family;  not 
only  is  prominence  given  to  the  doings  of  the  sons  of  Eli, 
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but  the  unworthiness  of  Samuel's  sons  is  distinctly  associ- 
ated with  the  demand  of  the  people  for  a  recognized  king. 
Of  course  the  centre  of  this  seventh  book  is  Samuel.  He 
is  the  last  of  the  judges.  Unwillingly,  by  Divine  com- 
mand, he  becomes  a  king-maker.  And  he  is  above  all 
things  a  prophet.  It  is  in  the  stories  of  Samuel,  more- 
over, that  we  first  come  across  the  companies  of  prophets : 
at  the  very  time  when  an  hereditary  kingship  is  com- 
mencing we  find  the  beginning  of  a  prophetic  order  that 
would  maintain  prophetic  traditions  from  generation  to 
generation.  Thus  the  seventh  book  is  the  Establishment 
of  Kings  and  the  Rise  of  the  Prophetic  Order. 

All  three  books  may  be  described  as  Incidental  History ; 
and  the  separate  pictures  of  notable  incidents,  which  have 
made  the  bulk  of  the  narrative,  draw  together  at  the  close 
into  the  long  epic  history  of  the  Feud  of  Saul  and  David, 
filled  with  the  interest  of  strange  adventure,  and  made  yet 
more  beautiful  by  the  link  of  tenderness  which  joins 
together  Jonathan  and  the  man  who  by  Divine  appoint- 
ment is  to  take  from  him  his  inheritance.  Over  and 
above  the  interest  of  story,  the  successive  episodes  have 
shown  a  growing  tendency  to  connect  themselves  with 
other  literary  interests.  Even  Joshua,  in  the  thick  of  the 
battle  of  Gibeon,  breaks  out  into  the  ballad  of  the  sun 
and  the  moon  standing  still.  The  war  against  Sisera 
produces  the  Song  of  Deborah,  in  which  the  full  power  of 
the  lyric  ode  is  revealed.     The  story  of  Abimelech,  we 
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have  seen,  has  the  literary  association  of  a  pointed  satiric 
fable ;  and  the  wedding  of  Samson  gives  occasion  for  a 
complete  game  of  popular  riddles.  When  the  birth  of 
Samuel  is  narrated,  we  get  the  lyric  thanksgiving  of 
Hannah.  And  the  final  words  of  this  section  of  the  his- 
tory are  the  exquisite  elegy  on  Saul  and  Jonathan  which 
brings  us  in  contact  with  the  founder  of  the  Book  of 
Psalms. 


The  text  is  that  of  the  Revised  Version,  with  marginal 
alternatives  often  adopted.  For  its  use  I  am  indebted  to 
the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  A  Reference 
Table  at  the  end  of  the  volume  connects  the  arrangement 
of  the  book  with  the  chapters  and  verses  of  the  Bible. 
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Book  V 

THE  CONQUEST  OF  CANAAN 


I.  Now  it  came  to  pass  after  the  death  of  Moses  the 
servant  of  the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua  the 
son  of  Nun,  Moses'  minister,  saying,  Moses  my  servant 
is  dead  ;  now  therefore  arise,  go  over  this  Jordan,  thou,  and 
all  this  people,  unto  the  land  which  I  do  give  to  them,  even 
to  the  children  of  Israel.  Every  place  that  the  sole  of  your 
foot  shall  tread  upon,  to  you  have  I  given  it,  as  I  spake 
unto  Moses.  From  the  wilderness,  and  this  Lebanon, 
even  unto  the  great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  land 
of  the  Hittites,  and  unto  the  great  sea  toward  the  going 
down  of  the  sun,  shall  be  your  border.  There  shall  not 
any  man  be  able  to  stand  before  thee  all  the  days  of  thy 
life :  as  I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee :  I  will 
not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee.  Be  strong  and  of  a  good 
courage :  for  thou  shalt  cause  this  people  to  inherit  the 
land  which  I  sware  unto  their  fathers  to  give  them.  Only 
be  strong  and  very  courageous,  to  observ^e  to  do  according 
to  all  the  law,  which  Moses  my  servant  commanded  thee : 
turn  not  from  it  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  that  thou 
mayest  have  good  success  whithersoever  thou  goest.  This 
book  of  the  law  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  but 
thou  shalt  meditate  therein  day  and  night,  that  thou  may- 
est observe  to  do  according  to  all  that  is  written  therein : 
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for  then  thou  shalt  make  thy  way  prosperous,  and  then 
thou  shalt  have  good  success.  Have  not  I  commanded 
thee?  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage  ;  be  not  affrighted, 
neither  be  thou  dismayed :  for  the  Lord  thy  God  is  with 
thee  whithersoever  thou  goest. 

Then  Joshua  commanded  the  officers  of  the  people,  say- 
ing, Pass  through  the  midst  of  the  camp,  and  command 
the  people,  saying.  Prepare  you  victuals ;  for  within  three 
days  ye  are  to  pass  over  this  Jordan,  to  go  in  to  pos- 
sess the  land,  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you  to 
possess  it. 

And  to  the  Reubenites,  and  to  the  Gadites,  and  to  the 
half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  spake  Joshua,  saying.  Remember 
the  word  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  com- 
manded you,  saying,  The  Lord  your  God  giveth  you  rest, 
and  will  give  you  this  land.  Your  wives,  your  little  ones, 
and  your  cattle,  shall  abide  in  the  land  which  Moses  gave 
you  beyond  Jordan  ;  but  ye  shall  pass  over  before  your  breth- 
ren armed,  all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  shall  help  them  ; 
until  the  Lord  have  given  your  brethren  rest,  as  he  hath 
given  you,  and  they  also  have  possessed  the  land  which 
the  Lord  your  God  giveth  them  :  then  ye  shall  return  unto 
the  land  of  your  possession,  and  possess  it,  which  Moses  the 
servant  of  the  Lord  gave  you  beyond  Jordan  toward 
the  sunrising.  And  they  answered  Joshua,  saying,  All  that 
thou  hast  commanded  us  we  will  do,  and  whithersoever  thou 
sendest  us  we  will  go.     According  as  we  hearkened  unto 
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Moses  in  all  things,  so  will  we  hearken  unto  thee  :  only 
the  Lord  thy  God  be  with  thee,  as  he  was  with  Moses. 
Whosoever  he  be  that  shall  rebel  against  thy  command- 
ment, and  shall  not  hearken  unto  thy  words  in  all  that  thou 
commandest  him,  he  shall  be  put  to  death  ;  only  be  strong 
and  of  a  good  courage. 


The  Spies  and  the  Woman  of  Jericho 

And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  sent  out  of  Shittim  two  men 
as  spies  secretly,  saying,  Go  view  the  land,  and  Jericho. 
And  they  went,  and  came  into  the  house  of  an  harlot 
whose  name  was  Rahab,  and  lay  there.  And  it  was  told 
the  king  of  Jericho,  saying.  Behold,  there  came  men  in 
hither  tonight  of  the  children  of  Israel  to  search  out  the 
land.  And  the  king  of  Jericho  sent  unto  Rahab,  saying. 
Bring  forth  the  men  that  are  come  to  thee,  which  are 
entered  into  thine  house :  for  they  be  come  to  search  out 
all  the  land.  And  the  woman  took  the  two  men,  and  hid 
them  ;  and  she  said.  Yea,  the  men  came  unto  me,  but  I 
wist  not  whence  they  were :  and  it  came  to  pass  about  the 
time  of  the  shutting  of  the  gate,  when  it  was  dark,  that  the 
men  went  out :  whither  the  men  went  I  wot  not :  pursue 
after  them  quickly ;  for  ye  shall  overtake  them.  But  she 
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had  brought  them  up  to  the  roof,  and  hid  them  with  the 
stalks  of  flax,  which  she  had  laid  in  order  upon  the  roof. 
And  the  men  pursued  after  them  the  way  to  Jordan  unto 
the  fords :  and  as  soon  as  they  which  pursued  after  them 
were  gone  out,  they  shut  the  gate.  And  before  they  were 
laid  down,  she  came  up  unto  them  upon  the  roof;  and  she 
said  unto  the  men,  I  know  that  the  Lord  hath  given  you 
the  land,  and  that  your  terror  is  fallen  upon  us,  and  that 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  melt  away  before  you.  For 
we  have  heard  how  the  Lord  dried  up  the  water  of  the 
Red  Sea  before  you,  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt ;  and 
what  ye  did  unto  the  two  kings  of  the  Amorites,  that  were 
beyond  Jordan,  unto  Sihon  and  to  Og,  whom  ye  utterly 
destroyed.  And  as  soon  as  we  had  heard  it,  our  hearts 
did  melt,  neither  did  there  remain  any  more  spirit  in  any 
man,  because  of  you :  for  the  Lord  your  God,  he  is  God 
in  heaven  above,  and  on  earth  beneath.  Now  therefore, 
I  pray  you,  swear  unto  me  by  the  Lord,  since  I  have  dealt 
kindly  with  you,  that  ye  also  will  deal  kindly  with  my 
father's  house,  and  give  me  a  true  token :  and  that  ye 
will  save  alive  my  father,  and  my  mother,  and  my  breth- 
ren, and  my  sisters,  and  all  that  they  have,  and  will 
dehver  our  lives  from  death.  And  the  men  said  unto 
her,  Our  life  for  yours,  if  ye  utter  not  this  our  business ; 
and  it  shall  be,  when  the  Lord  giveth  us  the  land,  that  we 
will  deal  kindly  and  truly  with  thee.  Then  she  let  them 
down  by  a  cord  through  the  window :  for  her  house  was 
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upon  the  town  wall,  and  she  dwelt  upon  the  wall.  And 
she  said  unto  them,  Get  you  to  the  mountain,  lest  the  pur- 
suers light  upon  you ;  and  hide  yourselves  there  three 
days,  until  the  pursuers  be  returned :  and  afterward  may 
ye  go  your  way.  And  the  men  said  unto  her.  We  will  be 
guiltless  of  this  thine  oath  which  thou  hast  made  us  to 
swear.  Behold,  when  we  come  into  the  land,  thou  shalt 
bind  this  line  of  scarlet  thread  in  the  window  which  thou 
didst  let  us  down  by :  and  thou  shalt  gather  unto  thee  into 
the  house  thy  father,  and  thy  mother,  and  thy  brethren, 
and  all  thy  father's  household.  And  it  shall  be,  that  who- 
soever shall  go  out  of  the  doors  of  thy  house  into  the 
street,  his  blood  shall  be  upon  his  head,  and  we  will  be 
guiltless :  and  whosoever  shall  be  with  thee  in  the  house, 
his  blood  shall  be  on  our  head,  if  any  hand  be  upon  him. 
But  if  thou  utter  this  our  business,  then  we  will  be  guilt- 
less of  thine  oath  which  thou  hast  made  us  to  swear.  And 
she  said.  According  unto  your  words,  so  be  it.  And  she 
sent  them  away,  and  they  departed :  and  she  bound  the 
scarlet  line  in  the  window.  And  they  went,  and  came 
unto  the  mountain,  and  abode  there  three  days,  until  the 
pursuers  were  returned :  and  the  pursuers  sought  them 
throughout  all  the  way,  but  found  them  not.  Then  the 
two  men  returned,  and  descended  from  the  mountain,  and 
passed  over,  and  came  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun ;  and 
they  told  him  all  that  had  befallen  them.  And  they  said 
unto  Joshua,  Truly  the  Lord  hath  delivered  into  our  hands 
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all  the  land ;  and  moreover  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
do  melt  away  before  us. 


ill 

The  Passage  of  the  Jordan 

And  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  they 
removed  from  Shittim,  and  came  to  Jordan,  he  and  all 
the  children  of  Israel ;  and  they  lodged  there  before  they 
passed  over.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  three  days,  that 
the  officers  went  through  the  midst  of  the  camp  ;  and  they 
commanded  the  people,  saying,  When  ye  see  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  the  priests  the 
Levites  bearing  it,  then  ye  shall  remove  from  your  place, 
and  go  after  it.  Yet  there  shall  be  a  space  between  you 
and  it,  about  two  thousand  cubits  by  measure :  come  not 
near  unto  it,  that  ye  may  know  the  way  by  which  ye  must 
go ;  for  ye  have  not  passed  this  way  heretofore.  And 
Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Sanctify  yourselves  :  for  to- 
morrow the  Lord  will  do  wonders  among  you.  And 
Joshua  spake  unto  the  priests,  saying,  Take  up  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  and  pass  over  before  the  people.  And  they 
took  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  went  before  the 
people.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  This  day  will  I 
begin  to  magnify  thee  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  that  they 
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may  know  that,  as  I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will  be  with 
thee.  And  thou  shalt  command  the  priests  that  bear  the 
ark  of  the  covenant,  saying.  When  ye  are  come  to  the 
brink  of  the  waters  of  Jordan,  ye  shall  stand  still  in 
Jordan. 

And  Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Come 
hither,  and  hear  the  words  of  the  Lord  your  God.  And 
Joshua  said,  Hereby  ye  shall  know  that  the  living  God  is 
among  you,  and  that  he  will  without  fail  drive  out  from 
before  you  the  Canaanite,  and  the  Hittite,  and  the  Hivite, 
and  the  Perizzite,  and  the  Girgashite,  and  the  Amorite, 
and  the  Jebusite.  Behold,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord  of  all  the  earth  passeth  over  before  you  into  Jordan. 
Now  therefore  take  you  twelve  men  out  of  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  for  eveiy  tribe  a  man.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
when  the  soles  of  the  feet  of  the  priests  that  bear  the  ark 
of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth,  shall  rest  in  the 
waters  of  Jordan,  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  shall  be  cut 
off,  even  the  waters  that  come  down  from  above  ;  and  they 
shall  stand  in  one  heap.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
people  removed  from  their  tents,  to  pass  over  Jordan, 
the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  being  before 
the  people ;  and  when  they  that  bare  the  ark  were  come 
unto  Jordan,  and  the  feet  of  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark 
were  dipped  in  the  brink  of  the  water,  (for  Jordan  over- 
floweth  all  its  banks  all  the  time  of  harvest,)  that  the 
waters  which  came  down  from  above  stood,  and  rose  up 
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in  one  heap,  a  great  way  off,  at  Adam,  the  city  that  is 
beside  Zarethan :  and  those  that  went  down  toward  the 
sea  of  the  Arabah,  even  the  Salt  Sea,  were  wholly  cut  off: 
and  the  people  passed  over  right  against  Jericho.  And 
the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
stood  firm  on  dry  ground  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  all 
Israel  passed  over  on  dry  ground,  until  all  the  nation  were 
passed  clean  over  Jordan. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  nation  were  clean 
passed  over  Jordan,  that  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  say- 
ing. Take  you  twelve  men  out  of  the  people,  out  of  every 
tribe  a  man,  and  command  ye  them,  saying,  Take  you 
hence  out  of  the  midst  of  Jordan,  out  of  the  place  where 
the  priests'  feet  stood  firm,  twelve  stones,  and  carry  them 
over  with  you,  and  lay  them  down  in  the  lodging  place, 
where  ye  shall  lodge  this  night.  Then  Joshua  called  the 
twelve  men,  whom  he  had  prepared  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  out  of  every  tribe  a  man :  and  Joshua  said  unto 
them,  Pass  over  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  your  God  into 
the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  take  you  up  every  man  of  you  a 
stone  upon  his  shoulder,  according  unto  the  number  of 
the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel :  that  this  may  be  a 
sign  among  you,  that  when  your  children  ask  in  time  to 
come,  saying.  What  mean  ye  by  these  stones.-*  then  ye 
shall  say  unto  them.  Because  the  waters  of  Jordan  were 
cut  off  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  ;  when 
it  passed  over  Jordan,  the  waters  of  Jordan  were  cut  off: 
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and  these  stones  shall  be  for  a  memorial  unto  the  children 
of  Israel  for  ever.  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so  as 
Joshua  commanded,  and  took  up  twelve  stones  out  of  the 
midst  of  Jordan,  as  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  according 
to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  and 
they  carried  them  over  with  them  unto  the  place  w^here 
they  lodged,  and  laid  them  down  there.  And  Joshua  set 
up  twelve  stones  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  in  the  place  where 
the  feet  of  the  priests  which  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
stood  :  and  they  are  there,  unto  this  day.  For  the  priests 
which  bare  the  ark  stood  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  until 
every  thing  was  finished  that  the  Lord  commanded  Joshua 
to  speak  unto  the  people,  according  to  all  that  Moses  com- 
manded Joshua :  and  the  people  hasted  and  passed  over. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  people  were  clean  passed 
over,  that  the  ark  of  the  Lord  passed  over,  and  the  priests, 
in  the  presence  of  the  people.  And  the  children  of  Reu- 
ben, and  the  children  of  Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh,  passed  over  armed  before  the  children  of  Israel,  as 
Moses  spake  unto  them:  about  forty  thousand  ready 
armed  for  war  passed  over  before  the  Lord  unto  battle,  to 
the  plains  of  Jericho.  On  that  day  the  Lord  magnified 
Joshua  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel ;  and  they  feared  him,  as 
they  feared  Moses,  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying.  Command  the 
priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the  testimony,  that  they  come 
up  out   of  Jordan.      Joshua   therefore    commanded   the 
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priests,  saying,  Come  ye  up  out  of  Jordan.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  the  priests  that  bare  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
of  the  Lord  were  come  up  out  of  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and 
the  soles  of  the  priests'  feet  were  lifted  up  unto  the  dry 
ground,  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  returned  unto  their 
place,  and  went  over  all  its  banks,  as  aforetime.  And  the 
people  came  up  out  of  Jordan  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  first 
month,  and  encamped  in  Gilgal,  on  the  east  border  of  Jer- 
icho. And  those  twelve  stones,  which  they  took  out  of 
Jordan,  did  Joshua  set  up  in  Gilgal.  And  he  spake  unto 
the  children  of  Israel,  saying.  When  your  children  shall 
ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come,  saying.  What  mean  these 
stones  ?  then  ye  shall  let  your  children  know,  saying,  Israel 
came  over  this  Jordan  on  dry  land.  For  the  Lord  your 
God  dried  up  the  waters  of  Jordan  from  before  you,  until 
ye  were  passed  over,  as  the  Lord  your  God  did  to  the  Red 
Sea,  which  he  dried  up  from  before  us,  until  we  were 
passed  over :  that  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth  may  know 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  that  it  is  mighty ;  that  they  may 
fear  the  Lord  your  God  for  ever. 


4.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  kings  of  the  Amor- 
ites,  which  were  beyond  Jordan  westward,  and  all  the 
kings  of  the  Canaanites,  which  were  by  the  sea,  heard  how 
that  the  Lord  had  dried  up  the  waters  of  Jordan  from  be- 
fore the  children  of  Israel,  until  we  were  passed  over,  that 
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their  heart  melted,  neither  was  there  spirit  in  them  any 
more,  because  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

At  that  time  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Make  thee 
knives  of  flint,  and  circumcise  again  the  children  of  Israel 
the  second  time.  And  Joshua  made  him  knives  of  flint, 
and  circumcised  the  children  of  Israel  at  '  the  hill  of  the 
foreskins.'  And  this  is  the  cause  why  Joshua  did  circum- 
cise :  all  the  people  that  came  forth  out  of  Egypt,  that 
were  males,  even  all  the  men  of  war,  died  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  the  way,  after  they  came  forth  out  of  Egypt.  For 
all  the  people  that  came  out  were  circumcised :  but  all  the 
people  that  were  born  in  the  wilderness  by  the  way  as  they 
came  forth  out  of  Egypt,  they  had  not  circumcised.  For 
the  children  of  Israel  walked  forty  years  in  the  wilderness, 
till  all  the  nation,  even  the  men  of  war  which  came  forth 
out  of  Egypt,  were  consumed,  because  they  hearkened  not 
unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  :  unto  whom  the  Lord  sware 
that  he  would  not  let  them  see  the  land  which  the  Lord 
sware  unto  their  fathers  that  he  would  give  us,  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  And  their  children, 
whom  he  raised  up  in  their  stead,  them  did  Joshua  cir- 
cumcise :  for  they  were  uncircumcised,  because  they  had 
not  circumcised  them  by  the  way.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  they  had  done  circumcising  all  the  nation, 
that  they  abode  in  their  places  in  the  camp,  till  they 
were  whole.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  This 
day  have  I  'rolled  away'  the  reproach  of  Egypt  from 
IS 
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off  you.     Wherefore  the  name  of  that  place  was  called 
'  Gilgal,'  unto  this  day. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  encamped  in  Gilgal ;  and 
they  kept  the  passover  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month 
at  even  in  the  plains  of  Jericho.  And  they  did  eat  of  the 
old  corn  of  the  land  on  the  morrow  after  the  passover, 
unleavened  cakes  and  parched  corn,  in  the  selfsame  day. 
And  the  manna  ceased  on  the  morrow,  after  they  had 
eaten  of  the  old  corn  of  the  land  ;  neither  had  the  children 
of  Israel  manna  any  more  ;  but  they  did  eat  of  the  fruit  of 
the  land  of  Canaan  that  year. 


The  Siege  of  Jericho 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  was  by  Jericho,  that 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  looked,  and,  behold,  there  stood 
a  man  over  against  him  with  his  sword  drawn  in  his  hand  : 
and  Joshua  went  unto  him,  and  said  unto  him.  Art  thou 
for  us,  or  for  our  adversaries  ?  And  he  said,  Nay  ;  but  as 
captain  of  the  host  of  the  Lord  am  I  now  come.  And 
Joshua  fell  on  his  face  to  the  earth,  and  did  worship, 
and  said  unto  him,  What  saith  my  lord  unto  his  servant  ? 
And  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  host  said  unto  Joshua,  Put 
off  thy  shoe  from  off  thy  foot ;  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
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standest  is  holy.  And  Joshua  did  so.  (Now  Jericho  was 
straitly  shut  up  because  of  the  children  of  Israel :  none  went 
out,  and  none  came  in.)  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua, 
See,  I  have  given  into  thine  hand  Jericho,  and  the  king 
thereof,  and  the  mighty  men  of  valour.  And  ye  shall  com- 
pass the  city,  all  the  men  of  war,  going  about  the  city  once. 
Thus  shalt  thou  do  six  days.  And  seven  priests  shall  bear 
seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns  before  the  ark :  and  the 
seventh  day  ye  shall  compass  the  city  seven  times,  and  the 
priests  shall  blow  with  the  trumpets.  And  it  shall  be,  that 
when  they  make  a  long  blast  with  the  ram's  horn,  and 
when  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  all  the  people 
shall  shout  with  a  great  shout ;  and  the  wall  of  the  city 
shall  fall  down  flat,  and  the  people  shall  go  up  every  man 
straight  before  him.  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  called 
the  priests,  and  said  unto  them.  Take  up  the  ark  of  the 
covenant,  and  let  seven  priests  bear  seven  trumpets  of 
rams'  horns  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  And  they  said 
unto  the  people,  Pass  on,  and  compass  the  city,  and  let 
the  armed  men  pass  on  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  And 
it  was  so,  that  when  Joshua  had  spoken  unto  the  people, 
the  seven  priests  bearing  the  seven  trumpets  of  rams' 
horns  before  the  Lord  passed  on,  and  blew  with  the  trum- 
pets :  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  followed 
them.  And  the  armed  men  went  before  the  priests  that 
blew  the  trumpets,  and  the  rearward  went  after  the  ark, 
the  priests  blowing  with  the  trumpets  as  they  went.  And 
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Joshua  commanded  the  people,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  shout, 
nor  let  your  voice  be  heard,  neither  shall  any  word  proceed 
out  of  your  mouth,  until  the  day  I  bid  you  shout ;  then 
shall  ye  shout.  So  he  caused  the  ark  of  the  Lord  to  com- 
pass the  city,  going  about  it  once  :  and  they  came  into  the 
camp,  and  lodged  in  the  camp. 

And  Joshua  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  priests 
took  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  And  the  seven  priests 
bearing  the  seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns  before  the  ark 
of  the  Lord  went  on  continually,  and  blew  with  the  trum- 
pets :  and  the  armed  men  went  before  them  ;  and  the  rear- 
ward came  after  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  priests  blowing 
with  the  trumpets  as  they  went.  And  the  second  day 
they  compassed  the  city  once,  and  returned  into  the  camp  : 
so  they  did  six  days.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh 
day,  that  they  rose  early  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and 
compassed  the  city  after  the  same  manner  seven  times : 
only  on  that  day  they  compassed  the  city  seven  times. 
And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time,  when  the  priests 
blew  with  the  trumpets,  Joshua  said  unto  the  people, 
Shout ;  for  the  Lord  hath  given  you  the  city.  And  the 
city  shall  be  devoted,  even  it  and  all  that  is  therein,  to  the 
Lord  :  only  Rahab  the  harlot  shall  live,  she  and  all  that 
are  with  her  in  the  house,  because  she  hid  the  messengers 
that  we  sent.  And  ye,  in  any  wise  keep  yourselves  from 
the  devoted  thing,  lest  when  ye  have  devoted  it,  ye  take  of 
the  devoted  thing ;  so  should  ye  make  the  camp  of  Israel 
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accursed,  and  trouble  it.  But  all  the  silver,  and  gold,  and 
vessels  of  brass  and  iron,  are  holy  unto  the  Lord  :  they 
shall  come  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord.  So  the  people 
shouted,  and  the  priests  blew  with  the  trumpets :  and  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  people  heard  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  that  the  people  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  and 
the  wall  fell  down  flat,  so  that  the  people  went  up  into  the 
city,  every  man  straight  before  him,  and  they  took  the  city. 
And  they  utterly  destroyed  all  that  was  in  the  city,  both 
man  and  woman,  both  young  and  old,  and  ox,  and  sheep, 
and  ass,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.  And  Joshua  said 
unto  the  two  men  that  had  spied  out  the  land.  Go  into  the 
harlot's  house,  and  bring  out  thence  the  woman,  and  all 
that  she  hath,  as  ye  sware  unto  her.  And  the  young  men 
the  spies  went  in,  and  brought  out  Rahab,  and  her  father 
and  her  mother,  and  her  brethren,  and  all  that  she  had,  all 
her  kindred  also  they  brought  out ;  and  they  set  them 
without  the  camp  of  Israel.  And  they  burnt  the  city  with 
fire,  and  all  that  was  therein  :  only  the  silver,  and  the  gold, 
and  the  vessels  of  brass  and  of  iron,  they  put  into  the 
treasury  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  But  Rahab  the  har- 
lot, and  her  father's  household,  and  all  that  she  had,  did 
Joshua  save  alive ;  and  she  dwelt  in  the  midst  of  Israel, 
unto  this  day;  because  she  hid  the  messengers,  which 
Joshua  sent  to  spy  out  Jericho.  And  Joshua  charged 
them  with  an  oath  at  that  time,  saying,  Cursed  be  the  man 
before  the  Lord,  that  riseth  up  and  buildeth  this  city 
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Jericho :  with  the  loss  of  his  firstborn  shall  he  lay  the 
foundation  thereof,  and  with  the  loss  of  his  youngest 
son  shall  he  set  up  the  gates  of  it.  So  the  Lord  was  with 
Joshua ;  and  his  fame  was  in  all  the  land. 


VI 

Siege  of  Ai  and  Sin  of  Achan 

But  the  children  of  Israel  committed  a  trespass  in  the 
devoted  thing :  for  Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of 
Zabdi,  the  son  of  Zerah,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  took  of  the 
devoted  thing :  and  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
against  the  children  of  Israel. 

And  Joshua  sent  men  from  Jericho  to  Ai,  which  is  be- 
side Beth-aven,  on  the  east  side  of  Beth-el,  and  spake  unto 
them,  saying,  Go  up  and  spy  out  the  land.  And  the  men 
went  up  and  spied  out  Ai.  And  they  returned  to  Joshua, 
and  said  unto  him,  Let  not  all  the  people  go  up ;  but  let 
about  two  or  three  thousand  men  go  up  and  smite  Ai ; 
make  not  all  the  people  to  toil  thither ;  for  they  are  but 
few.  So  there  went  up  thither  of  the  people  about  three 
thousand  men  :  and  they  fled  before  the  men  of  Ai.  And 
the  men  of  Ai  smote  of  them  about  thirty  and  six  men : 
and  they  chased  them  from  before  the  gate  even  unto  She- 
barim,  and  smote  them  at  the  going  down  :  and  the  hearts 
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of  the  people  mehed,  and  became  as  water.  And  Joshua 
rent  his  clothes,  and  fell  to  the  earth  upon  his  face  before 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  until  the  evening,  he  and  the  elders 
of  Israel;  and  they  put  dust  upon  their  heads.  And 
Joshua  said,  Alas,  O  Lord  God,  wherefore  hast  thou  at 
all  brought  this  people  over  Jordan,  to  deliver  us  into  the 
hand  of  the  Amorites,  to  cause  us  to  perish  ?  would  that 
we  had  been  content  and  dwelt  beyond  Jordan!  Oh 
Lord,  what  shall  I  say,  after  that  Israel  hath  turned  their 
backs  before  their  enemies!  For  the  Canaanites  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land  shall  hear  of  it,  and  shall  com- 
pass us  round,  and  cut  off  our  name  from  the  earth :  and 
what  wilt  thou  do  for  thy  great  name?  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Joshua,  Get  thee  up;  wherefore  art  thou  thus 
fallen  upon  thy  face  ?  Israel  hath  sinned  ;  yea,  they  have 
even  transgressed  my  covenant  which  I  commanded  them : 
yea,  they  have  even  taken  of  the  devoted  thing ;  and  have 
also  stolen,  and  dissembled  also,  and  they  have  even  put 
it  among  their  own  stuff.  Therefore  the  children  of  Israel 
cannot  stand  before  their  enemies,  they  turn  their  backs 
before  their  enemies,  because  they  are  become  accursed : 
I  will  not  be  with  you  any  more,  except  ye  destroy  the  de- 
voted thing  from  among  you.  Up,  sanctify  the  people, 
and  say.  Sanctify  yourselves  against  tomorrow:  for  thus 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  There  is  a  devoted 
thing  in  the  midst  of  thee,  O  Israel :  thou  canst  not  stand 
before  thine  enemies,  until  5'e  take  away  the  devoted  thing 
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from  among  you.  In  the  morning  therefore  ye  shall  be 
brought  near  by  your  tribes :  and  it  shall  be,  that  the 
tribe  which  the  Lord  taketh  shall  come  near  by  families ; 
and  the  family  which  the  Lord  shall  take  shall  come  near 
by  households ;  and  the  household  which  the  Lord  shall 
take  shall  come  near  man  by  man.  And  it  shall  be,  that 
he  that  is  taken  with  the  devoted  thing  shall  be  burnt  with 
fire,  he  and  all  that  he  hath  :  because  he  hath  transgressed 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  because  he  hath  wrought 
folly  in  Israel. 

So  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  brought 
Israel  near  by  their  tribes ;  and  the  tribe  of  Judah  was 
taken  :  and  he  brought  near  the  family  of  Judah  ;  and  he 
took  the  family  of  the  Zerahites  :  and  he  brought  near  the 
family  of  the  Zerahites  man  by  man ;  and  Zabdi  was  taken : 
and  he  brought  near  his  household  man  by  man ;  and 
Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of 
Zerah,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  was  taken.  And  Joshua  said 
unto  Achan,  My  son,  give,  I  pray  thee,  glory  to  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel,  and  make  confession  unto  him  ;  and  tell 
me  now  what  thou  hast  done  ;  hide  it  not  from  me.  And 
Achan  answered  Joshua,  and  said,  Of  a  truth  I  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  and  thus  and  thus 
have  I  done :  when  I  saw  among  the  spoil  a  goodly  Baby- 
lonish mantle,  and  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  a 
wedge  of  gold  of  fifty  shekels  weight,  then  I  coveted  them, 
and  took  them  ;  and,  behold,  they  are  hid  in  the  earth  in 
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the  midst  of  my  tent,  and  the  silver  under  it.  So  Joshua 
sent  messengers,  and  they  ran  unto  the  tent ;  and,  behold, 
it  was  hid  in  his  tent,  and  the  silver  under  it.  And  they 
took  them  from  the  midst  of  the  tent,  and  brought  them 
unto  Joshua,  and  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel ;  and  they 
laid  them  down  before  the  Lord.  And  Joshua,  and  all 
Israel  with  him,  took  Achan  the  son  of  Zerah,  and  the 
silver,  and  the  mantle,  and  the  wedge  of  gold,  and  his  sons, 
and  his  daughters,  and  his  oxen,  and  his  asses,  and  his 
sheep,  and  his  tent,  and  all  that  he  had :  and  they  brought 
them  up  unto  the  valley  of  Achor.  And  Joshua  said.  Why 
hast  thou  '  troubled '  us  ?  the  Lord  shall  '  trouble '  thee  this 
day.  And  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones ;  and  they 
burned  them  with  fire,  and  stoned  them  with  stones.  And 
they  raised  over  him  a  great  heap  of  stones,  unto  this  day  ; 
and  the  Lord  turned  from  the  fierceness  of  his  anger. 
Wherefore  the  name  of  that  place  was  called.  The  valley 
of  '  Achor,'  unto  this  day. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Fear  not,  neither  be 
thou  dismayed :  take  all  the  people  of  war  with  thee,  and 
arise,  go  up  to  Ai :  see,  I  have  given  into  thy  hand  the 
king  of  Ai,  and  his  people,  and  his  city,  and  his  land :  and 
thou  shalt  do  to  Ai  and  her  king  as  thou  didst  unto  Jeri- 
cho and  her  king :  only  the  spoil  thereof,  and  the  cattle 
thereof,  shall  ye  take  for  a  prey  unto  yourselves  :  set  thee 
an  ambush  for  the  city  behind  it.  So  Joshua  arose,  and 
all  the  people  of  war,  to  go  up  to  Ai :  and  Joshua  chose 
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out  thirty  thousand  men,  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  sent 
them  forth  by  night.  And  he  commanded  them,  saying, 
Behold,  ye  shall  lie  in  ambush  against  the  city,  behind  the 
city :  go  not  very  far  from  the  city,  but  be  ye  all  ready : 
and  I,  and  all  the  people  that  are  with  me,  Vv^ill  approach 
unto  the  city :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  they  come 
out  against  us,  as  at  the  first,  that  we  will  flee  before  them  ; 
and  they  will  come  out  after  us,  till  we  have  drawn  them 
away  from  the  city  ;  for  they  will  sa}^.  They  flee  before  us, 
as  at  the  first ;  so  we  will  flee  before  them :  and  ye  shall 
rise  up  from  the  ambush,  and  take  possession  of  the  city : 
for  the  Lord  your  God  will  deliver  it  into  your  hand. 
And  it  shall  be,  when  ye  have  seized  upon  the  city,  that  ye 
shall  set  the  city  on  fire ;  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord  shall  ye  do :  see,  I  have  commanded  you.  And 
Joshua  sent  them  forth :  and  they  went  to  the  ambush- 
ment,  and  abode  between  Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side 
of  Ai :  but  Joshua  lodged  that  night  among  the  people. 

And  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  mustered 
the  people,  and  went  up,  he  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  before 
the  people  to  Ai.  And  all  the  people,  even  the  men  of  war 
that  were  with  him,  went  up,  and  drew  nigh,  and  came  be- 
fore the  city,  and  pitched  on  the  north  side  of  Ai :  now 
there  was  a  valley  between  him  and  Ai.  And  he  took 
about  five  thousand  men,  and  set  them  in  ambush  between 
Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side  of  the  city.  So  they  set 
the  people,  even  all  the  host  that  was  on  the  north  of 
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the  city,  and  their  Hers  in  wait  that  were  on  the  west 
of  the  city ;  and  Joshua  went  that  night  into  the  midst  of 
the  vale.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Ai  saw  it, 
that  they  hasted  and  rose  up  early,  and  the  men  of  the 
city  went  out  against  Israel  to  battle,  he  and  all  his  people, 
at  the  time  appointed,  before  the  Arabah  ;  but  he  wist  not 
that  there  was  an  ambush  against  him  behind  the  city. 
And  Joshua  and  all  Israel  made  as  if  they  were  beaten 
before  them,  and  fled  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness.  And 
all  the  people  that  were  in  the  city  were  called  together 
to  pursue  after  them :  and  they  pursued  after  Joshua,  and 
were  drawn  away  from  the  city.  And  there  was  not  a  man 
left  in  Ai  or  Beth-el,  that  went  not  out  after  Israel :  and 
they  left  the  city  open,  and  pursued  after  Israel.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Stretch  out  the  javelin  that  is  in 
thy  hand  toward  Ai;  for  I  will  give  it  into  thine  hand. 
And  Joshua  stretched  out  the  javelin  that  was  in  his  hand 
toward  the  city.  And  the  ambush  arose  quickly  out  of 
their  place,  and  they  ran  as  soon  as  he  had  stretched  out 
his  hand,  and  entered  into  the  city,  and  took  it ;  and  they 
hasted  and  set  the  city  on  fire.  And  when  the  men  of 
Ai  looked  behind  them,  they  saw,  and,  behold,  the  smoke 
of  the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven,  and  they  had  no  power 
to  flee  this  way  or  that  way :  and  the  people  that  fled  to 
the  wilderness  turned  back  upon  the  pursuers.  And  when 
Joshua  and  all  Israel  saw  that  the  ambush  had  taken  the 
city,  and  that  the  smoke  of  the  city  ascended,  then  they 
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turned  again,  and  slew  the  men  of  Ai.  And  the  other 
came  forth  out  of  the  city  against  them ;  so  they  were  in 
the  midst  of  Israel,  some  on  this  side,  and  some  on  that 
side  :  and  they  smote  them,  so  that  they  let  none  of  them 
remain  or  escape.  And  the  king  of  Ai  they  took  alive, 
and  brought  him  to  Joshua.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Israel  had  made  an  end  of  slaying  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai 
in  the  field,  in  the  wilderness  wherein  they  pursued  them, 
and  they  were  all  fallen  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  until 
they  were  consumed,  that  all  Israel  returned  unto  Ai,  and 
smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.  And  all  that  fell  that 
day,  both  of  men  and  women,  were  twelve  thousand,  even 
all  the  men  of  Ai.  For  Joshua  drew  not  back  his  hand, 
wherev/ith  he  stretched  out  the  javelin,  until  he  had  utterly 
destroyed  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai.  Only  the  cattle  and 
the  spoil  of  that  city  Israel  took  for  a  prey  unto  themselves, 
according  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  com- 
manded Joshua.  So  Joshua  burnt  Ai,  and  made  it  an 
heap  for  ever,  even  a  desolation,  unto  this  day.  And  the 
king  of  Ai  he  hanged  on  a  tree  until  the  eventide  :  and  at 
the  going  down  of  the  sun  Joshua  commanded,  and  they 
took  his  carcase  down  from  the  tree,  and  cast  it  at  the 
entering  of  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  raised  thereon  a  great 
heap  of  stones,  unto  this  day. 

7.    Then  Joshua  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  the  God 
of  Israel,  in  mount  Ebal,  as  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord 
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commanded  the  children  of  Israel,  as  it  is  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  an  altar  of  unhewn  stones,  upon 
which  no  man  had  lift  up  any  iron :  and  they  offered 
thereon  burnt  offerings  unto  the  Lord,  and  sacrificed 
peace  offerings.  And  he  wrote  there  upon  the  stones  a 
copy  of  the  law  of  Moses,  which  he  wrote,  in  the  presence 
of  the  children  of  Israel.  And  all  Israel,  and  their  elders 
and  ofiEicers,  and  their  judges,  stood  on  this  side  the  ark 
and  on  that  side  before  the  priests  the  Levites,  which  bare 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  as  well  the  stranger 
as  the  homeborn  ;  half  of  them  in  front  of  mount  Gerizim, 
and  half  of  them  in  front  of  mount  Ebal ;  as  Moses  the 
servant  of  the  Lord  had  commanded,  that  they  should 
bless  the  people  of  Israel  first  of  all.  And  afterward  he 
read  all  the  words  of  the  law,  the  blessing  and  the  curse, 
according  to  all  that  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law. 
There  was  not  a  word  of  all  that  Moses  commanded, 
which  Joshua  read  not  before  all  the  assembly  of  Israel, 
and  the  women,  and  the  little  ones,  and  the  strangers  that 
were  conversant  among  them. 


Vlll 

Embassy  of  the  Gibeonites 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  kings  which  were  be- 
yond Jordan,  in  the  hill  country,  and  in  the  lowland,  and 
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on  all  the  shore  of  the  great  sea  in  front  of  Lebanon,  the 
Hittite,  and  the  Amorite,  the  Canaanite,  the  Perizzite,  the 
Hivite,  and  the  Jebusite,  heard  thereof ;  that  they  gathered 
themselves  together,  to  fight  with  Joshua  and  with  Israel, 
with  one  accord. 

But  when  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeon  heard  what  Joshua 
had  done  unto  Jericho  and  to  Ai,  they  also  did  work  wilily, 
and  went  and  made  as  if  they  had  been  ambassadors,  and 
took  old  sacks  upon  their  asses,  and  wine-skins,  old  and 
rent  and  bound  up ;  and  old  shoes  and  clouted  upon  their 
feet,  and  old  garments  upon  them ;  and  all  the  bread  of 
their  provision  was  dry  and  was  become  mouldy.  And 
they  went  to  Joshua  unto  the  camp  at  Gilgal,  and  said  unto 
him,  and  to  the  men  of  Israel,  We  are  come  from  a  far 
country:  now  therefore  make  ye  a  covenant  with  us.  And 
the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  the  Hivites,  Peradventure  ye 
dwell  among  us  ;  and  how  shall  we  make  a  covenant  with 
you?  And  they  said  unto  Joshua,  We  are  thy  servants. 
And  Joshua  said  unto  them,  Who  are  ye?  and  from 
whence  come  ye  ?  And  they  said  unto  him,  From  a  very 
far  country  thy  servants  are  come  because  of  the  name  of 
the  Lord  thy  God :  for  we  have  heard  the  fame  of  him, 
and  all  that  he  did  in  Egypt,  and  all  that  he  did  to  the  two 
kings  of  the  Amorites,  that  were  beyond  Jordan,  to  Sihon 
king  of  Heshbon,  and  to  Og  king  of  Bashan,  which  was  at 
Ashtaroth.  And  our  elders  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  our 
country  spake  to  us,  saying.  Take  provision  in  your  hand 
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for  the  journey,  and  go  to  meet  them,  and  say  unto  them, 
We  are  your  servants  :  and  now  make  ye  a  covenant  with 
us.  This  our  bread  we  took  hot  for  our  provision  out  of 
our  houses  on  the  day  we  came  forth  to  go  unto  you  ;  but 
now,  behold,  it  is  dry,  and  is  become  mouldy :  and  these 
wine-skins,  which  we  filled,  were  new ;  and,  behold,  they 
be  rent :  and  these  our  garments  and  our  shoes  are  be- 
come old  by  reason  of  the  very  long  journey.  And  the 
men  took  of  their  provision,  and  asked  not  counsel  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord.  And  Joshua  made  peace  with  them, 
and  made  a  covenant  with  them,  to  let  them  live :  and  the 
princes  of  the  congregation  sware  unto  them.  And  it 
came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  three  days  after  they  had  made 
a  covenant  with  them,  that  they  heard  that  they  were  their 
neighbours,  and  that  they  dwelt  among  them.  And  the 
children  of  Israel  journeyed,  and  came  unto  their  cities  on 
the  third  day.  Now  their  cities  were  Gibeon,  and  Chephi- 
rah,  and  Beeroth,  and  Kiriath-jearim.  And  the  children 
of  Israel  smote  them  not,  because  the  princes  of  the  con- 
gregation had  sworn  unto  them  by  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel.  And  all  the  congregation  murmured  against  the 
princes.  But  all  the  princes  said  unto  all  the  congrega- 
tion, We  have  sworn  unto  them  by  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel:  now  therefore  we  may  not  touch  them.  This  we 
will  do  to  them,  and  let  them  live ;  lest  wrath  be  upon  us, 
because  of  the  oath  which  we  sware  unto  them.  And 
the  princes  said  unto  them,  Let  them  live :  so  they  became 
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hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  unto  all  the  congre- 
gation ;  as  the  princes  had  spoken  unto  them.  And 
Joshua  called  for  them,  and  he  spake  unto  them,  saying, 
Wherefore  have  ye  beguiled  us,  saying.  We  are  very 
far  from  you ;  when  ye  dwell  among  us  ?  Now  therefore 
ye  are  cursed,  and  there  shall  never  fail  to  be  of  you 
bondmen,  both  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for 
the  house  of  my  God.  And  they  answered  Joshua,  and 
said.  Because  it  was  certainly  told  thy  servants,  how  that 
the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  his  servant  Moses  to  give 
you  all  the  land,  and  to  destroy  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  land  from  before  you ;  therefore  we  were  sore  afraid 
for  our  lives  because  of  you,  and  have  done  this  thing. 
And  now,  behold,  we  are  in  thine  hand:  as  it  seemeth 
good  and  right  unto  thee  to  do  unto  us,  do.  And  so 
did  he  unto  them,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  that  they  slew  them  not.  And 
Joshua  made  them  that  day  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  for  the  congregation,  and  for  the  altar  of  the 
Lord,  unto  this  day,  in  the  place  which  he  should  choose. 


IZ 

League  of  the  Five  Kings 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  Adoni-zedek  king  of  Jeru- 
salem heard  how  Joshua  had  taken  Ai,  and  had  utterly 
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destroyed  it ;  as  he  had  done  to  Jericho  and  her  king,  so  he 
had  done  to  Ai  and  her  king ;  and  how  the  inhabitants  of 
Gibeon  had  made  peace  with  Israel,  and  were  among 
them ;  that  they  feared  greatly,  because  Gibeon  was  a 
great  city,  as  one  of  the  royal  cities,  and  because  it  was 
greater  than  Ai,  and  all  the  men  thereof  were  mighty. 
Wherefore  Adoni-zedek  king  of  Jerusalem  sent  unto  Ho- 
ham  king  of  Hebron,  and  unto  Piram  king  of  Jarmuth, 
and  unto  Japhia  king  of  Lachish,  and  unto  Debir  king  of 
Eglon,  saying,  Come  up  unto  me,  and  help  me,  and  let  us 
smite  Gibeon :  for  it  hath  made  peace  with  Joshua  and 
with  the  children  of  Israel.  Therefore  the  five  kings  of 
the  Amorites,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  the  king  of  Hebron, 
the  king  of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of  Lachish,  the  king  of  Eg- 
lon, gathered  themselves  together,  and  went  up,  they  and 
all  their  hosts,  and  encamped  against  Gibeon,  and  made 
war  against  it.  And  the  men  of  Gibeon  sent  unto  Joshua 
to  the  camp  to  Gilgal,  saying,  Slack  not  thy  hand  from  thy 
servants  ;  come  up  to  us  quickly,  and  save  us,  and  help  us  : 
for  all  the  kings  of  the  Amorites  that  dwell  in  the  hill 
country  are  gathered  together  against  us.  So  Joshua  went 
up  from  Gilgal,  he,  and  all  the  people  of  war  with  him,  and 
all  the  mighty  men  of  valour.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Joshua,  Fear  them  not :  for  I  have  delivered  them  into 
thine  hands ;  there  shall  not  a  man  of  them  stand  before 
thee.  Joshua  therefore  came  upon  them  suddenly  ;  for  he 
went  up  from  Gilgal  all  the  night.    And  the  Lord  dis- 
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comfited  them  before  Israel,  and  he  slew  them  with  a  great 
slaughter  at  Gibeon,  and  chased  them  by  the  way  of  the 
ascent  of  Beth-horon,  and  smote  them  to  Azekah,  and 
unto  Makkedah.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  fled  from 
before  Israel,  while  they  were  in  the  going  down  of  Beth- 
horon,  that  the  Lord  cast  down  great  stones  from  heaven 
upon  them  unto  Azekah,  and  they  died :  they  were  more 
which  died  with  the  hailstones  than  they  whom  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  slew  with  the  sword. 

Then  spake  Joshua  to  the  Lord  in  the  day  when  the 
Lord  delivered  up  the  Amorites  before  the  children  of 
Israel ;  and  he  said  in  the  sight  of  Israel, 

Sun,  stand  thou  still  upon  Gibeon ; 

And  thou,  Moon,  in  the  valley  of  Aijalon. 
And  the  sun  stood  still, 
And  the  moon  stayed, 

Until   the   nation  had   avenged  themselves  of  their 
enemies.^ 

And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto  the 
camp  to  Gilgal. 

And  these  five  kings  fled,  and  hid  themselves  in  the  cave 
at  Makkedah.     And  it  was  told  Joshua,  saying.  The  five 

1  Is  not  this  written  in  the  book  of  Jashar?     "  And  the  sun  stayed  in  the 
midst  of  heaven,  and  hasted  not  to  go  down  about  a  whole  day.     And  there 
was  no  day  like  that  before  it  or  after  it,  that  the  Lord  hearkened  unto  the 
voice  of  a  man :  for  the  Lord  fought  for  Israel." 
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kings  are  found,  hidden  in  the  cave  at  Makkedah.  And 
Joshua  said,  Roll  great  stones  unto  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  set  men  by  it  for  to  keep  them :  but  stay  not  ye ; 
pursue  after  your  enemies,  and  smite  the  hindmost  of 
them ;  suffer  them  not  to  enter  into  their  cities  :  for  the 
Lord  your  God  hath  delivered  them  into  your  hand. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  and  the  children  of 
Israel  had  made  an  end  of  slaying  them  with  a  very  great 
slaughter,  till  they  were  consumed,  and  the  remnant  which 
remained  of  them  had  entered  into  the  fenced  cities,  that 
all  the  people  returned  to  the  camp  to  Joshua  at  Makkedah 
in  peace  :  none  moved  his  tongue  against  any  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel.  Then  said  Joshua,  Open  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  bring  forth  those  five  kings  unto  me  out  of  the 
cave.  And  they  did  so,  and  brought  forth  those  five  kings 
unto  him  out  of  the  cave,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  the  king 
of  Hebron,  the  king  of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of  Lachish,  the 
king  of  Eglon.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  brought 
forth  those  kings  unto  Joshua,  that  Joshua  called  for  all 
the  men  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  the  chiefs  of  the  men  of 
war  which  went  with  him.  Come  near,  put  your  feet  upon 
the  necks  of  these  kings.  And  they  came  near,  and  put 
their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  them.  And  Joshua  said  unto 
them.  Fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed ;  be  strong  and  of  good 
courage :  for  thus  shall  the  Lord  do  to  all  your  enemies 
against  whom  ye  fight.  And  afterward  Joshua  smote 
them,  and  put  them  to  death,  and  hanged  them  on  five 
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trees :  and  they  were  hanging  upon  the  trees  until  the 
evening.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  going 
down  of  the  sun,  that  Joshua  commanded,  and  they  took 
them  down  off  the  trees,  and  cast  them  into  the  cave 
wherein  they  had  hidden  themselves,  and  laid  great  stones 
on  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  unto  this  very  day. 


10.  And  Joshua  took  Makkedah  on  that  day,  and  smote 
it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  the  king  thereof;  he 
utterly  destroyed  them  and  all  the  souls  that  were  therein, 
he  left  none  remaining :  and  he  did  to  the  king  of  Makke- 
dah as  he  had  done  unto  the  king  of  Jericho. 

And  Joshua  passed  from  Makkedah,  and  all  Israel  with 
him,  unto  Libnah,  and  fought  against  Libnah  :  and  the 
Lord  delivered  it  also,  and  the  king  thereof,  into  the  hand 
of  Israel ;  and  he  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
all  the  souls  that  were  therein ;  he  left  none  remaining  in 
it;  and  he  did  unto  the  king  thereof  as  he  had  done  unto 
the  king  of  Jericho. 

And  Joshua  passed  from  Libnah,  and  all  Israel  with 
him,  unto  Lachish,  and  encamped  against  it,  and  fought 
against  it :  and  the  Lord  delivered  Lachish  into  the  hand 
of  Israel,  and  he  took  it  on  the  second  day,  and  smote  it 
with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  all  the  souls  that  were 
therein,  according  to  all  that  he  had  done  to  Libnah. 

Then  Horam  king  of  Gezer  came  up  to  help  Lachish  ; 
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and  Joshua  smote  him  and  his  people,  until  he  had  left 
him  none  remaining. 

And  Joshua  passed  from  Lachish,  and  all  Israel  with 
him,  unto  Eglon ;  and  they  encamped  against  it,  and 
fought  against  it ;  and  they  took  it  on  that  day,  and  smote 
it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  all  the  souls  that  were 
therein  he  utterly  destroyed  that  day,  according  to  all  that 
he  had  done  to  Lachish. 

And  Joshua  went  up  from  Eglon,  and  all  Israel  with 
him,  unto  Hebron ;  and  they  fought  against  it,  and  they 
took  it,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  the 
king  thereof,  and  all  the  cities  thereof,  and  all  the  souls 
that  were  therein ;  he  left  none  remaining,  according  to  all 
that  he  had  done  to  Eglon  ;  but  he  utterly  destroyed  it,  and 
all  the  souls  that  were  therein. 

And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  to  Debir ; 
and  fought  against  it :  and  he  took  it,  and  the  king  thereof, 
and  all  the  cities  thereof;  and  they  smote  them  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword,  and  utterly  destroyed  all  the  souls  that 
were  therein ;  he  left  none  remaining :  as  he  had  done  to 
Hebron,  so  he  did  to  Debir,  and  to  the  king  thereof ;  as  he 
had  done  also  to  Libnah,  and  to  the  king  thereof. 

So  Joshua  smote  all  the  land,  the  hill  country,  and  the 
South,  and  the  lowland,  and  the  slopes,  and  all  their  kings  ; 
he  left  none  remaining :  but  he  utterly  destroyed  all  that 
breathed,  as  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  commanded. 
And  Joshua  smote  them  from  Kadesh-barnea  even  unto 
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Gaza,  and  all  the  country  of  Goshen,  even  unto  Gibeon. 
And  all  these  kings  and  their  land  did  Joshua  take  at  one 
time,  because  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  fought  for 
Israel.  And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him, 
unto  the  camp  to  Gilgal. 

II.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jabin  king  of  Hazor 
heard  thereof,  that  he  sent  to  Jobab  king  of  Madon,  and 
to  the  king  of  Shimron,  and  to  the  king  of  Achshaph,  and 
to  the  kings  that  were  on  the  north,  in  the  hill  country, 
and  in  the  Arabah  south  of  Chinneroth,  and  in  the  low- 
land, and  in  the  heights  of  Dor  on  the  west,  to  the  Canaan- 
ite  on  the  east  and  on  the  west,  and  the  Amorite,  and 
the  Hittite,  and  the  Perizzite,  and  the  Jebusite  in  the  hill 
country,  and  the  Hivite  under  Hermon  in  the  land  of 
Mizpah.  And  they  went  out,  they  and  all  their  hosts  with 
them,  much  people,  even  as  the  sand  that  is  upon  the  sea 
shore  in  multitude,  with  horses  and  chariots  very  many. 
And  all  these  kings  met  together;  and  they  came  and 
pitched  together  at  the  waters  of  Merom,  to  fight  with 
Israel.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  Be  not  afraid 
because  of  them :  for  tomorrow  at  this  time  will  I  deliver 
them  up  all  slain  before  Israel :  thou  shalt  hough  their 
horses,  and  burn  their  chariots  with  fire.  So  Joshua 
came,  and  all  the  people  of  war  with  him,  against  them  by 
the  waters  of  Merom  suddenly,  and  fell  upon  them.  And 
the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel,  and 
they  smote  them,  and  chased  them  unto  great  Zidon,  and 
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unto  Misrephoth-maim,  and  unto  the  valley  of  Mizpeh  east- 
ward ;  and  they  smote  them,  until  they  left  them  none  re- 
maining. And  Joshua  did  unto  them  as  the  Lord  bade 
him  :  he  houghed  their  horses,  and  burnt  their  chariots 
with  fire. 

And  Joshua  turned  back  at  that  time,  and  took  Hazor, 
and  smote  the  king  thereof  with  the  sword :  for  Hazor 
beforetime  was  the  head  of  all  those  kingdoms.  And  they 
smote  all  the  souls  that  were  therein  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  utterly  destroying  them :  there  was  none  left  that 
breathed:  and  he  burnt  Hazor  with  fire.  And  all  the 
cities  of  those  kings,  and  all  the  kings  of  them,  did  Joshua 
take,  and  he  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
utterly  destroyed  them  ;  as  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord 
commanded.  But  as  for  the  cities  that  stood  on  their 
mounds,  Israel  burned  none  of  them,  save  Hazor  only; 
that  did  Joshua  burn.  And  all  the  spoil  of  these  cities, 
and  the  cattle,  the  children  of  Israel  took  for  a  prey  unto 
themselves ;  but  every  man  they  smote  with  the  edge  of 
the  sword,  until  they  had  destroyed  them,  neither  left  they 
any  that  breathed.  As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  his 
servant,  so  did  Moses  command  Joshua :  and  so  did 
Joshua ;  he  left  nothing  undone  of  all  that  the  Lord  com- 
manded Moses. 

12.  So  Joshua  took  all  that  land,  the  hill  country,  and 
all  the  South,  and  all  the  land  of  Goshen,  and  the  lowland, 
and  the  Arabah,  and  the  hill  country'  of  Israel,  and  the 
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lowland  of  the  same ;  from  mount  Halak,  that  goeth  up  to 
Seir,  even  unto  Baal-gad  in  the  valley  of  Lebanon  under 
mount  Hermon :  and  all  their  kings  he  took,  and  smote 
them,  and  put  them  to  death.  Joshua  made  war  a  long 
time  with  all  those  kings.  There  was  not  a  city  that  made 
peace  with  the  children  of  Israel,  save  the  Hivites  the  in- 
habitants of  Gibeon:  they  took  all  in  battle.  For  it  was 
of  the  Lord  to  harden  their  hearts,  to  come  against  Israel 
in  battle,  that  he  might  utterly  destroy  them,  that  they 
might  have  no  favour,  but  that  he  might  destroy  them,  as 
the  Lord  commanded  Moses. 

And  Joshua  came  at  that  time,  and  cut  off  the  Anakim 
from  the  hill  country,  from  Hebron,  from  Debir,  from 
Anab,  and  from  all  the  hill  country  of  Judah,  and  from  all 
the  hill  country  of  Israel :  Joshua  utterly  destroyed  them 
with  their  cities.  There  was  none  of  the  Anakim  left  in 
the  land  of  the  children  of  Israel :  only  in  Gaza,  in  Gath, 
and  in  Ashdod,  did  some  remain.  So  Joshua  took  the 
whole  land,  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Moses  ;  and  Joshua  gave  it  for  an  inheritance  unto  Israel 
according  to  their  divisions  by  their  tribes.  And  the  land 
had  rest  from  war. 
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Catalogue  of  Conquered  Kings 

Now  these  are  the  kings  of  the  land,  whom  the  children  of 
Israel  smote,  and  possessed  their  land  beyond  Jordan  toward 
the  sunrising,  from  the  valley  of  Arnon  unto  mount  Hermon, 
and  all  the  Arabah  eastward :  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites, 
who  dwelt  in  Heshbon,  and  ruled  from  Aroer,  which  is  on  the 
edge  of  the  valley  of  Arnon,  and  the  city  that  is  in  the  middle 
of  the  valley,  and  half  Gilead,  even  unto  the  river  Jabbok,  the 
border  of  the  children  of  Ammon;  and  the  Arabah  unto  the 
sea  of  Chinneroth,  eastward,  and  unto  the  sea  of  the  Arabah, 
even  the  Salt  Sea,  eastward,  the  way  to  Beth-jeshimoth  ;  and 
on  the  south,  under  the  slopes  of  Pisgah :  and  the  border  of 
Og  king  of  Bashan,  of  the  remnant  of  the  Rephaim,  who  dwelt 
at  Ashtaroth  and  at  Edrei,  and  ruled  in  mount  Hermon, 
and  in  Salecah,  and  in  all  Bashan,  unto  the  border  of  the 
Geshurites  and  the  Maacathites,  and  half  Gilead,  the  border 
of  Sihon  king  of  Heshbon.  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord 
and  the  children  of  Israel  smote  them :  and  Moses  the  servant 
of  the  Lord  gave  it  for  a  possession  unto  the  Reubenites,  and 
the  Gadites.and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh. 

And  these  are  the  kings  of  the  land  whom  Joshua  and  the 
children  of  Israel  smote  beyond  Jordan  westward,  from  Baal- 
gad  in  the  valley  of  Lebanon  even  unto  mount  Halak,  that 
goeth  up  to  Seir ;  and  Joshua  gave  it  unto  the  tribes  of  Israel 
for  a  possession  according  to  their  divisions  ;  in  the  hill  coun- 
try, and  in  the  lowland,  and  in  the  Arabah,  and  in  the  slopes, 
and  in  the  wilderness,  and  in  the  South ;  the  Hittite,  the 
Amorite,  and  the  Canaanite,  the  Perizzite,  the  Hivite,  and  the 
Jebusite :  the  king  of  Jericho,  one ;  the  king  of  Ai,  which  is 
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beside  Beth-el,  one;  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  one;  the  king  of 
Hebron,  one ;  the  king  of  Jarmuth,  one ;  the  king  of  Lachish, 
one;  the  king  of  Eglon,  one;  the  king  of  Gezer,  one;  the 
king  of  Debir,  one ;  the  king  of  Geder,  one ;  the  king  of 
Hormah,  one;  the  king  of  Arad,  one;  the  king  of  Libnah, 
one;  the  king  of  Adullam,  one;  the  king  of  Makkedah,  one; 
the  king  of  Beth-el,  one ;  the  king  of  Tappuah,  one ;  the 
king  of  Hepher,  one ;  the  king  of  Aphek,  one ;  the  king  of 
Lassharon,  one ;  the  king  of  Madon,  one ;  tlie  king  of  Hazor, 
one ;  the  king  of  Shimron-meron,  one ;  the  king  of  Achshaph, 
one;  the  king  of  Taanach,  one;  the  king  of  Megiddo,  one; 
the  king  of  Kedesh,  one ;  the  king  of  Jokneam  in  Carmel, 
one;  the  king  of  Dor  in  the  height  of  Dor,  one;  the  king 
of  Goiim  in  Gilgal,  one;  the  king  of  Tirzah,  one:  all  the 
kings  thirty  and  one. 

Allotment  of  the  Tribes 

Now  Joshua  was  old  and  well  stricken  in  years ;  and  the 
Lord  said  unto  him,  Thou  art  old  and  well  stricken  in  years, 
and  there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed. 
This  is  the  land  that  yet  remaineth :  all  the  regions  of  the 
Philistines,  and  all  the  Geshurites ;  from  the  Shihor,  which 
is  before  Egypt,  even  unto  the  border  of  Ekron  northward, 
which  is  counted  to  the  Canaanites :  the  five  lords  of  the 
PhiUstines ;  the  Gazites,  and  the  Ashdodites,  the  Ashkelon- 
ites,  the  Gittites,  and  the  Ekronites ;  also  the  Avvim,  on  the 
south :  all  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  and  Mearah  that  be- 
longeth  to  the  Zidonians,  unto  Aphek,  to  the  border  of  the 
Amorites :  and  the  land  of  the  Gebalites,  and  all  Lebanon, 
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toward  the  sunrising,  from  Baal-gad  under  mount  Hermon 
unto  the  entering  in  of  Hamath :  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hill  country  from  Lebanon  unto  Misrephoth-maim,  even  all 
the  Zidonians ;  them  will  I  drive  out  from  before  the  children 
of  Israel :  only  allot  thou  it  unto  Israel  for  an  inheritance,  as 
I  have  commanded  thee.  Now  therefore  divide  this  land  for 
an  inheritance  unto  the  nine  tribes,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh.  With  him  the  Reubenites  and  the  Gadites  received  their 
inheritance,  which  Moses  gave  them,  beyond  Jordan  eastward, 
even  as  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  gave  them ;  from 
Aroer,  that  is  on  the  edge  of  the  valley  of  Arnon,  and  the  city 
that  is  in  the  middle  of  the  valley,  and  all  the  plain  of  Medeba 
unto  Dibon ;  and  all  the  cities  of  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites, 
which  reigned  in  Heshbon,  unto  the  border  of  the  children  of 
Ammon ;  and  Gilead,  and  the  border  of  the  Geshurites  and 
Maacathites,  and  all  mount  Hermon,  and  all  Bashan  unto 
Salecah ;  all  the  kingdom  of  Og  in  Bashan,  which  reigned  in 
Ashtaroth  and  in  Edrei  (the  same  was  left  of  the  remnant  of 
the  Rephaim)  ;  for  these  did  Moses  smite,  and  drave  them 
out.  Nevertheless  the  children  of  Israel  drave  not  out  the 
Geshurites,  nor  the  Maacathites :  but  Geshur  and  Maacath 
dwelt  in  the  midst  of  Israel,  unto  this  day.  Only  unto  the 
tribe  of  Levi  he  gave  none  inheritance ;  the  offerings  of  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  made  by  fire  are  his  inheritance, 
as  he  spake  unto  him. 

And  Moses  gave  unto  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Reuben 
according  to  their  families.  And  their  border  was  from 
Aroer,  that  is  on  the  edge  of  the  valley  of  Arnon,  and  the 
city  that  is  in  the  middle  of  the  valley,  and  all  the  plain  by 
Medeba ;  Heshbon,  and  all  her  cities  that  are  in  the  plain ; 
41 


Appendix  ^  Bible   History 

Dibon,  and  Bamoth-baal,  and  Beth-baal-meon ;  and  Jahaz, 
and  Kedemoth,  and  Mephaath;  and  Kiriathaim,  and  Sib- 
mah,  and  Zereth-shahar  in  the  mount  of  the  valley  ;  and 
Beth-peor,  and  the  slopes  of  Pisgah,  and  Beth-jeshimoth ; 
and  all  the  cities  of  the  plain,  and  all  the  kingdom  of  Sihon 
king  of  the  Amorites,  which  reigned  in  Heshbon,  whom 
Moses  smote  with  the  chiefs  of  Midian,  Evi,  and  Rekem,  and 
Zur,  and  Hur,  and  Reba,  the  princes  of  Sihon,  that  dwelt  in 
the  land.  Balaam  also  the  son  of  Beor,  the  soothsayer,  did 
the  children  of  Israel  slay  with  the  sword  among  the  rest  of 
their  slain.  And  the  border  of  the  children  of  Reuben  was 
Jordan,  and  the  border  thereof.  This  was  the  inheritance  of 
the  children  of  Reuben  according  to  their  families,  the  cities 
and  the  villages  thereof. 

And  Moses  gave  unto  the  tribe  of  Gad,  unto  the  children 
of  Gad,  according  to  their  families.  And  their  border  was 
Jazer,  and  all  the  cities  of  Gilead,  and  half  the  land  of  the 
children  of  Ammon,  unto  Aroer  that  is  before  Rabbah  ;  and 
from  Heshbon  unto  Ramath-mizpeh,  and  Betonim  ;  and  from 
Mahanaim  unto  the  border  of  Debir ;  and  in  the  valley,  Beth- 
haram,  and  Beth-nimrah,  and  Succoth,  and  Zaphon,  the  rest 
of  the  kingdom  of  Sihon  king  of  Heshbon,  Jordan  and  the 
border  thereof,  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  sea  of  Chin- 
nereth  beyond  Jordan  eastward.  This  is  the  inheritance  of 
the  children  of  Gad  according  to  their  families,  the  cities 
and  the  villages  thereof. 

And  Moses  gave  inheritance  unto  the  half  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh  :  and  it  was  for  the  half  tribe  of  the  children  of  Manasseh 
according  to  their  families.  And  their  border  was  from  Ma- 
hanaim, all  Bashan,  all  the  kingdom  of  Og  king  of  Bashan, 
and  all  the  towns  of  Jair,  which  are  in  Bashan,  threescore 
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cities :  and  half  Gilead,  and  Ashtaroth,  and  Edrei,  the  cities 
of  the  kingdom  of  Og  in  Bashan,  were  for  the  children  of 
Machir  the  son  of  Manasseh,  even  for  the  half  of  the  children 
of  Machir  according  to  their  families. 

These  are  the  inheritances  which  Moses  distributed  in  the 
plains  of  Moab,  beyond  the  Jordan  at  Jericho,  eastward.  But 
unto  the  tribe  of  Levi  Moses  gave  none  inheritance :  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  is  their  inheritance,  as  he  spake 
unto  them. 

And  these  are  the  inheritances  which  the  children  of  Israel 
took  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  Eleazar  the  priest,  and 
Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  the  heads  of  the  fathers'  houses 
of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel,  distributed  unto  them, 
by  the  lot  of  their  inheritance,  as  the  Lord  commanded  by 
the  hand  of  Moses,  for  the  nine  tribes,  and  for  the  half  tribe. 
For  Moses  had  given  the  inheritance  of  the  two  tribes  and  the 
half  tribe  beyond  Jordan :  but  unto  the  Levites  he  gave  none 
inheritance  among  them.  For  the  children  of  Joseph  were 
two  tribes,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim :  and  they  gave  no  por- 
tion unto  the  Levites  in  the  land,  save  cities  to  dwell  in,  with 
the  suburbs  thereof  for  their  cattle  and  for  their  substance. 
As  the  I^ORD  commanded  Moses,  so  the  children  of  Israel 
did,  and  they  divided  the  land. 

Then  the  children  of  Judah  drew  nigh  unto  Joshua  in 
Gilgal :  and  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  the  Kenizzite  said 
unto  him,  Thou  knowest  the  thing  that  the  LORD  spake  unto 
Moses  the  man  of  God  concerning  me  and  concerning  thee  in 
Kadesh-barnea.  Forty  years  old  was  I  when  Moses  the  ser- 
vant of  the  LORD  sent  me  from  Kadesh-barnea  to  spy  out 
the  land ;  and  I  brought  him  word  again  as  it  was  in  mine 
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heart.  Nevertheless  my  brethren  that  went  up  with  me  made 
the  heart  of  the  people  melt :  but  I  wholly  followed  the  LORD 
my  God.  And  Moses  sware  on  that  day,  saying,  Surely  the 
land  whereon  thy  foot  hath  trodden  shall  be  an  inheritance 
to  thee  and  to  thy  children  for  ever,  because  thou  hast  wholly 
followed  the  Lord  my  God.  And  now,  behold,  the  LORD 
hath  kept  me  alive,  as  he  spake,  these  forty  and  five  years, 
from  the  time  that  the  Lord  spake  this  word  unto  Moses, 
while  Israel  walked  in  the  wilderness :  and  now,  lo,  I  am  this 
day  fourscore  and  five  years  old.  As  yet  I  am  as  strong 
this  day  as  I  was  in  the  day  that  Moses  sent  me :  as  my 
strength  was  then,  even  so  is  my  strength  now,  for  war,  and 
to  go  out  and  to  come  in.  Now  therefore  give  me  this  moun- 
tain, whereof  the  LORD  spake  in  that  day ;  for  thou  heardest 
in  that  day  how  the  Anakim  were  there,  and  cities  great  and 
fenced :  it  may  be  that  the  LORD  will  be  with  me,  and  I  shall 
drive  them  out,  as  the  Lord  spake.  And  Joshua  blessed 
him ;  and  he  gave  Hebron  unto  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh 
for  an  inheritance.  Therefore  Hebron  became  the  inheri- 
tance of  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  the  Kenizzite,  unto  this 
day ;  because  that  he  wholly  followed  the  LORD,  the  God  of 
Israel.  Now  the  name  of  Hebron  beforetime  was  Kiriath- 
arba ;  which  Arba  was  the  greatest  man  among  the  Anakim. 
And  the  land  had  rest  from  war. 

And  the  lot  for  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah  according 
to  their  families  was  unto  the  border  of  Edom,  even  to  the 
wilderness  of  Zin  southward,  at  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
south.  And  their  south  border  was  from  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  Salt  Sea,  from  the  bay  that  looked  southward :  and 
it  went  out  southward  of  the  ascent  of  Akrabbim,  and  passed 
along  to  Zin,  and  v/ent  up  by  the  south  of  Kadesh-barnea,  and 
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passed  along  by  Hezron,  and  went  up  to  Addar,  and  turned 
about  to  Karka :  and  it  passed  along  to  Azmon,  and  went  out 
at  the  brook  of  Egypt ;  and  the  goings  out  of  the  border  were 
at  the  sea :  this  shall  be  your  south  border.  And  the  east 
border  was  the  Salt  Sea,  even  unto  the  end  of  Jordan.  And 
the  border  of  the  north  quarter  was  from  the  bay  of  the  sea 
at  the  end  of  Jordan  :  and  the  border  went  up  to  Beth-hoglah, 
and  passed  along  by  the  north  of  Beth-arabah ;  and  the 
border  went  up  to  the  stone  of  Bohan  the  son  of  Reuben : 
and  the  border  went  up  to  Debir  from  the  valley  of  Achor, 
and  so  northward,  looking  toward  Gilgal,  that  is  over  against 
the  ascent  of  Adummim,  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river :  and  the  border  passed  along  to  the  waters  of  En-she- 
mesh,  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  En-rogel :  and  the 
border  went  up  by  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom  unto 
the  side  of  the  Jebusite  southward  (the  same  is  Jerusalem)  : 
and  the  border  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  that  lieth 
before  the  valley  of  Hinnom  westward,  which  is  at  the  utter- 
most part  of  the  vale  of  Rephaim  northward :  and  the  border 
was  drawn  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  unto  the  fountain  of 
the  waters  of  Nephtoah,  and  went  out  to  the  cities  of  mount 
Ephron;  and  the  border  was  drawn  to  Baalah  (the  same  is 
Kiriath-jearim)  :  and  the  border  turned  about  from  Baalah 
westward  unto  mount  Seir,  and  passed  along  unto  the  side  of 
mount  Jearim  on  the  north  (the  same  is  Chesalon),  and  went 
down  to  Beth-shemesh,  and  passed  along  by  Timnah :  and 
the  border  went  out  unto  the  side  of  Ekron  northward  :  and 
the  border  was  drawn  to  Shikkeron,  and  passed  along  to 
mount  Baalah,  and  went  out  at  Jabneel;  and  the  goings  out 
of  the  border  were  at  the  sea.  And  the  west  border  was  to 
the  great  sea,  and  the  border  thereof.  This  is  the  border 
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of  the  children  of  Judah  round  about  according  to  their 
families. 

And  unto  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  he  gave  a  portion 
among  the  children  of  Judah,  according  to  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord  to  Joshua,  even  Kiriath-arba,  which  Arba  was 
the  father  of  Anak  (the  same  is  Hebron).  And  Caleb  drove 
out  thence  the  three  sons  of  Anak,  Sheshai,  and  Ahiman,  and 
Talmai,  the  children  of  Anak.  And  he  went  up  thence  against 
the  inhabitants  of  Debir :  now  the  name  of  Debir  beforetime 
was  Kiriath-sepher.  And  Caleb  said,  He  that  smiteth  Kiriath- 
sepher,  and  taketh  it,  to  him  will  I  give  Achsah  my  daughter 
to  wife.  And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  the  brother  of  Caleb, 
took  it :  and  he  gave  him  Achsah  his  daughter  to  wife.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  she  came  unto  him,  that  she  moved  him 
to  ask  of  her  father  a  field :  and  she  lighted  down  from  off 
her  ass ;  and  Caleb  said  unto  her.  What  wouldest  thou  ?  And 
she  said.  Give  me  a  blessing ;  for  that  thou  hast  set  me  in  the 
land  of  the  South,  give  me  also  springs  of  water.  And  he 
gave  her  the  upper  springs  and  the  nether  springs. 

This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah 
according  to  their  families. 

And  the  uttermost  cities  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Judah 
toward  the  border  of  Edom  in  the  South  were  Kabzeel,  and 
Eder,  and  Jagur ;  and  Kinah,  and  Dimonah,  and  Adadah ; 
and  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and  Ithnan;  Ziph,  and  Telem,  an-? 
Bealoth;  and  Hazorhadattah,  and  Kerioth-hezron  (the  sami 
is  Hazor);  Amam,  and  Shema,  and  Moladah;  and  Hazai- 
gaddah,  and  Heshmon,  and  Beth-pelet;  and  Hazar-shuai, 
and  Beer-sheba,  and  Biziothiah ;  Baalah,  and  lim,  and  Ezem ; 
and  Eltolad,  and  Chesil,  and  Hormah ;  and  Ziklag,  and  Mad- 
mannah,  and  Sansannah;  and  Lebaoth,  and  Shilhim,  and 
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Ain,  and  Rimmon :   all  the  cities  are  twenty  and  nine,  with 
their  villages. 

In  the  lowland,  Eshtaol,  and  Zorah,  and  Ashnah;  and  Za- 
noah,  and  En-gannim,  Tappuah,  and  Enam ;  Jarmuth,  and 
Adullam,  Socoh,  and  Azekah ;  and  Shaaraim,  and  Adithaim, 
and  Gederah,  and  Gederothaim ;  fourteen  cities  with  their 
villages. 

Zenan,  and  Hadashah,  and  Migdalgad ;  and  Dilan,  and 
Mizpeh,  and  Joktheel ;  Lachish,  and  Bozkath,  and  Eglon ; 
and  Cabbon,  and  Lahmam,  and  Chithlish;  and  Gederoth, 
Beth-dagon,  and  Naamah,  and  Makkedah  ;  sixteen  cities  with 
their  villages. 

Libnah,  and  Ether,  and  Ashan;  and  Iphtah,  and  Ashnah, 
and  Nezib;  and  Keilah,  and  Achzib,  and  Mareshah ;  nine 
cities  with  their  villages. 

Ekron,  with  her  towns  and  her  villages :  from  Ekron  even 
unto  the  sea,  all  that  were  by  the  side  of  Ashdod,  with  their 
villages. 

Ashdod,  her  towns  and  her  villages ;  Gaza,  her  towns  and 
her  villages ;  unto  the  brook  of  Egypt,  and  the  great  sea,  and 
the  border  thereof. 

And  in  the  hill  country,  Shamir,  and  Jattir,  and  Socoh ;  and 
Dannah,  and  Kiriath-sannah  (the  same  is  Debir)  ;  and  Anab, 
and  Eshtemoh,  and  Anim ;  and  Goshen,  and  Holon,  and 
Giloh ;  eleven  cities  with  their  villages. 

Arab,  and  Dumah,  and  Eshan ;  and  Janim,  and  Beth- 
tappuah,  and  Aphekah ;  and  Humtah,  and  Kiriath-arba  (the 
same  is  Hebron),  and  Zior;  nine  cities  with  their  villages. 

Maon,  Carmel,  and  Ziph,  and  Jutah ;  and  Jezreel,  and 
Jokdeam,  and  Zanoah ;  Kain,  Gibeah,  and  Timnah;  ten 
cities  with  their  villages. 
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Halhul,  Beth-zur,  and  Gedor;  and  Maarath,  and  Beth- 
anoth,  and  Eltekon ;   six  cities  with  their  villages. 

Kiriath-baal  (the  same  is  Kiriath-jearim),  and  Rabbah ; 
two  cities  with  their  villages. 

In  the  wilderness,  Beth-arabah,  Middin,  and  Secacah  ;  and 
Nibshan,  and  the  City  of  Salt,  and  En-gedi;  six  cities  with 
their  villages. 

And  as  for  the  Jebusites,  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the 
children  of  Judah  could  not  drive  them  out:  but  the  Jebu- 
sites dwelt  with  the  children  of  Judah  at  Jerusalem,  unto  this 
day. 

And  the  lot  for  the  children  of  Joseph  went  out  from  the 
Jordan  at  Jericho,  at  the  waters  of  Jericho  on  the  east,  even 
the  wilderness,  going  up  from  Jericho  through  the  hill  country 
to  Beth-el;  and  it  went  out  from  Beth-el  to  Luz,  and  passed 
along  unto  the  border  of  the  Archites  to  Ataroth  ;  and  it  went 
down  westward  to  the  border  of  the  Japhletites,  unto  the 
border  of  Beth-horon  the  nether,  even  unto  Gezer :  and  the 
goings  out  thereof  were  at  the  sea.  And  the  children  of 
Joseph,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim,  took  their  inheritance.  And 
the  border  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  according  to  their 
families  was  thus :  even  the  border  of  their  inheritance  east- 
ward was  Ataroth-addar,  unto  Beth-horon  the  upper;  and  the 
border  went  out  westward  at  Michmethath  on  the  north;  and 
the  border  turned  about  eastward  unto  Taanath-shiloh,  and 
passed  along  it  on  the  east  of  Janoah ;  and  it  went  down  from 
Janoah  to  Ataroth,  and  to  Naarah,  and  reached  unto  Jericho, 
and  went  out  at  Jordan.  From  Tappuah  the  border  went 
along  westward  to  the  brook  of  Kanah ;  and  the  goings  out 
thereof  were  at  the  sea.  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe 
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of  the  children  of  Ephraim  according  to  their  families ;  to- 
gether with  the  cities  which  were  separated  for  the  children  of 
Ephraim  in  the  midst  of  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of 
Manasseh,  all  the  cities  with  their  villages.  And  they  drave 
not  out  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in  Gezer :  but  the  Canaan- 
ites  dwelt  in  the  midst  of  Ephraim,  unto  this  day,  and  be- 
came servants  to  do  taskwork. 

And  this  was  the  lot  for  the  tribe  of  Manasseh  ;  for  he  was 
the  firstborn  of  Joseph.  As  for  Machir  the  firstborn  of  Ma- 
nasseh, the  father  of  Gilead,  because  he  was  a  man  of  war, 
therefore  he  had  Gilead  and  Bashan.  And  the  lot  was  for 
the  rest  of  the  children  of  Manasseh  according  to  their 
families ;  for  the  children  of  Abiezer,  and  for  the  children 
of  Helek,  and  for  the  children  of  Asriel,  and  for  the  chil- 
dren of  Shechem,  and  for  the  children  of  Hepher,  and  for 
the  children  of  Shemida :  these  were  the  male  children  of 
Manasseh  the  son  of  Joseph  according  to  their  families.  But 
Zelophehad,  the  son  of  Hepher,  the  son  of  Gilead,  the  son  of 
Machir,  the  son  of  Manasseh,  had  no  sons,  but  daughters : 
and  these  are  the  names  of  his  daughters,  Mahlah,  and 
Noah,  Hoglah,  Milcah,  and  Tirzah.  And  they  came  near  be- 
fore Eleazar  the  priest,  and  before  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun, 
and  before  the  princes,  saying,  The  Lord  commanded  Moses 
to  give  us  an  inheritance  among  our  brethren  :  therefore  ac- 
cording to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  he  gave  them  an 
inheritance  among  the  brethren  of  their  father.  And  there 
fell  ten  parts  to  Manasseh,  beside  the  land  of  Gilead  and 
Bashan,  which  is  beyond  Jordan ;  because  the  daughters  of 
Manasseh  had  an  inheritance  among  his  sons  :  and  the  land 
of  Gilead  belonged  unto  the  rest  of  the  sons  of  Manasseh. 
And  the  border  of  Manasseh  was  from  Asher  to   Michme- 
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thath,  which  is  before  Shechem ;  and  the  border  went  along 
to  the  right  hand,  unto  the  inhabitants  of  En-tappuah.  The 
land  of  Tappuah  belonged  to  Manasseh  :  but  Tappuah  on  the 
border  of  Manasseh  belonged  to  the  children  of  Ephraim. 
And  the  border  went  down  unto  the  brook  of  Kanah,  south- 
ward of  the  brook  :  these  cities  belonged  to  Ephraim  among 
the  cities  of  Manasseh  :  and  the  border  of  Manasseh  was 
on  the  north  side  of  the  brook,  and  the  goings  out  thereof 
were  at  the  sea :  southward  it  was  Ephraim's,  and  northward 
it  was  Manasseh's,  and  the  sea  was  his  border;  and  they 
reached  to  Asher  on  the  north,  and  to  Issachar  on  the  east. 
And  Manasseh  had  in  Issachar  and  in  Asher  Beth-shean  and 
her  towns,  and  Ibleam  and  her  towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Dor  and  her  towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  En-dor  and  her 
towns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Taanach  and  her  towns,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Megiddo  and  her  towns,  even  the  three 
heights.  Yet  the  children  of  Manasseh  could  not  drive  out 
the  inhabitants  of  those  cities  ;  but  the  Canaanites  would  dwell 
in  that  land.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  children  of  Israel 
were  waxen  strong,  that  they  put  the  Canaanites  to  taskwork, 
and  did  not  utterly  drive  them  out. 

And  the  children  of  Joseph  spake  unto  Joshua,  saying, 
Why  hast  thou  given  me  but  one  lot  and  one  part  for  an  in- 
heritance, seeing  I  am  a  great  people,  forasmuch  as  hitherto 
the  Lord  hath  blessed  me?  And  Joshua  said  unto  them. 
If  thou  be  a  great  people,  get  thee  up  to  the  forest,  and  cut 
down  for  thyself  there  in  the  land  of  the  Perizzites  and  of 
the  Rephaim ;  since  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim  is  too  nar- 
row for  thee.  And  the  children  of  Joseph  said.  The  hill 
country  is  not  enough  for  us :  and  all  the  Canaanites  that 
dwell  in  the  land  of  the  valley  have  chariots  of  iron,  both  they 
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who  are  in  Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  and  they  who  are  in 
the  valley  of  Jezreel.  And  Joshua  spake  unto  the  house  of 
Joseph,  even  to  Ephraim  and  to  Manasseh,  saying,  Thou  art 
a  great  people,  and  hast  great  power :  thou  shalt  not  have 
one  lot  only  :  but  the  hill  country  shall  be  thine ;  for  though 
it  is  a  forest,  thou  shalt  cut  it  down,  and  the  goings  out 
thereof  shall  be  thine :  for  thou  shalt  drive  out  the  Canaan- 
ites,  though  they  have  chariots  of  iron,  and  though  they  be 
strong. 

And  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel 
assembled  themselves  together  at  Shiloh,  and  set  up  the  tent 
of  meeting  there:  and  the  land  was  subdued  before  them. 
And  there  remained  among  the  children  of  Israel  seven 
tribes,  which  had  not  yet  divided  their  inheritance.  And 
Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  How  long  are  ye 
slack  to  go  in  to  possess  the  land,  which  the  Lord,  the  God 
of  your  fathers,  hath  given  you?  Appoint  for  you  three  men 
for  each  tribe :  and  I  will  send  them,  and  they  shall  arise, 
and  walk  through  the  land,  and  describe  it  according  to  their 
inheritance ;  and  they  shall  come  imto  me.  And  they  shall 
divide  it  into  seven  portions :  Judah  shall  abide  in  his  border 
on  the  south,  and  the  house  of  Joseph  shall  abide  in  their 
border  on  the  north.  And  ye  shall  describe  the  land  into 
seven  portions,  and  bring  the  description  hither  to  me :  and 
I  will  cast  lots  for  you  here  before  the  Lord  our  God.  For 
the  Levites  have  no  portion  among  you;  for  the  priesthood 
of  the  Lord  is  their  inheritance :  and  Gad  and  Reuben  and 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  have  received  their  inheritance 
beyond  Jordan  eastward,  which  Moses  the  servant  of  the 
Lord  gave  them.  And  the  men  arose,  and  went :  and 
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Joshua  charged  them  that  went  to  describe  the  land,  saying, 
Go  and  walk  through  the  land,  and  describe  it,  and  come 
again  to  me,  and  I  will  cast  lots  for  you  here  before  the 
Lord  in  Shiloh.  And  the  men  went  and  passed  through  the 
land,  and  described  it  by  cities  into  seven  portions  in  a  book, 
and  they  came  to  Joshua  unto  the  camp  at  Shiloh.  And 
Joshua  cast  lots  for  them  in  Shiloh  before  the  LORD :  and 
there  Joshua  divided  the  land  unto  the  children  of  Israel 
according  to  their  divisions. 

And  the  lot  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Benjamin  came 
up  according  to  their  families :  and  the  border  of  their  lot 
went  out  between  the  children  of  Judah  and  the  children  of 
Joseph.  And  their  border  on  the  north  quarter  was  from 
Jordan;  and  the  border  went  up  to  the  side  of  Jericho  on 
the  north,  and  went  up  through  the  hill  country  westward ; 
and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  the  wilderness  of 
Beth-aven.  And  the  border  passed  along  from  thence  to 
Luz,  to  the  side  of  Luz  (the  same  is  Beth-el) ,  southward ; 
and  the  border  went  down  to  Ataroth-addar,  by  the  moun- 
tain that  lieth  on  the  south  of  Beth-horon  the  nether.  And 
the  border  was  drawn  and  turned  about  on  the  west  quarter 
southward,  from  the  mountain  that  lieth  before  Beth-horon 
southward;  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  Kiriath-baal 
(the  same  is  Kiriath-jearim),  a  city  of  the  children  of  Judah : 
this  was  the  west  quarter.  And  the  south  quarter  was  from 
the  uttermost  part  of  Kiriath-jearim,  and  the  border  went  out 
westward,  and  went  out  to  the  fountain  of  the  waters  of 
Nephtoah :  and  the  border  went  down  to  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  mountain  that  lieth  before  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hin- 
nom,  which  is  in  the  vale  of  Rephaim  northward;  and  it 
went  down  to  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  to  the  side  of  the  Jebu- 
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site  southward,  and  went  down  to  En-rogel ;  and  it  was 
drawn  on  the  north,  and  went  out  at  En-shemesh,  and  went 
out  to  Geliloth,  which  is  over  against  the  ascent  of  Adum- 
mim ;  and  it  went  down  to  the  stone  of  Bohan  the  son  of 
Reuben ;  and  it  passed  along  to  the  side  over  against  the 
Arabah  northward,  and  went  down  unto  the  Arabah  :  and 
the  border  passed  along  to  the  side  of  Beth-hoglah  north- 
ward :  and  the  goings  out  of  the  border  were  at  the  north 
bay  of  the  Salt  Sea,  at  the  south  end  of  Jordan  :  this  was  the 
south  border.  And  Jordan  was  the  border  of  it  on  the  east 
quarter.  This  was  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Benja- 
min, by  the  borders  thereof  round  about,  according  to  their 
families.  Now  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin according  to  their  families  were  Jericho,  and  Beth- 
hoglah,  and  Emek-keziz ;  and  Beth-arabah,  and  Zemaraim, 
and  Beth-el;  and  Avvim,  and  Parah,  and  Ophrah ;  and 
Chephar-ammoni,  and  Ophni,  and  Geba;  twelve  cities  with 
their  villages :  Gibeon,  and  Ramah,  and  Beeroth ;  and  Miz- 
peh,  and  Chephirah,  and  Mozah;  and  Rekem,  and  Irpeel, 
and  Taralah ;  and  Zelah,  Eleph,  and  the  Jebusite  (the  same 
is  Jerusalem),  Gibeath,  and  Kiriath ;  fourteen  cities  with 
their  villages.  This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin according  to  their  families. 

And  the  second  lot  came  out  for  Simeon,  even  for  the  tribe 
of  the  children  of  Simeon  according  to  their  families :  and 
their  inheritance  was  in  the  midst  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
children  of  Judah.  And  they  had  for  their  inheritance  Beer- 
sheba,  or  Sheba,  and  Moladah;  and  Hazar-shual,  and 
Balah,  and  Ezem ;  and  Eltolad,  and  Bethul,  and  Hormah ; 
and  Ziklag,  and  Beth-marcaboth,  and  Hazar-susah ;  and 
Beth-lebaoth,  and  Sharuhen;  thirteen  cities  with  their  vil- 
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lages  :  Ain,  Rimmon,  and  Ether,  and  Ashan;  four  cities  with 
their  villages  :  and  all  the  villages  that  were  round  about 
these  cities  to  Baalath-beer,  Ramah  of  the  South.  This  is 
the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Simeon  accord- 
ing to  their  families.  Out  of  the  part  of  the  children  of  Judah 
was  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Simeon:  for  the  por- 
tion of  the  children  of  Judah  was  too  much  for  them :  there- 
fore the  children  of  Simeon  had  inheritance  in  the  midst  of 
their  inheritance. 

And  the  third  lot  came  up  for  the  children  of  Zebulun  ac- 
cording to  their  families :  and  the  border  of  their  inheritance 
was  unto  Sarid :  and  their  border  went  up  westward,  even  to 
Maralah,  and  reached  to  Dabbesheth ;  and  it  reached  to  the 
brook  that  is  before  Jokneam  ;  and  it  turned  from  Sarid  east- 
ward toward  the  sunrising  unto  the  border  of  Chisloth-tabor ; 
and  it  went  out  to  Daberath,  and  went  up  to  Japhia;  and 
from  thence  it  passed  along  eastward  to  Gath-hepher,  to  Eth- 
kazin;  and  it  went  out  at  Rimmon  which  stretcheth  unto 
Neah ;  and  the  border  turned  about  it  on  the  north  to  Han- 
nathon :  and  the  goings  out  thereof  were  at  the  valley  of  Iph- 
tah-el;  and  Kattath,  and  Nahalal,  and  Shimron,  and  Idalah, 
and  Beth-lehem :  twelve  cities  with  their  villages.  This  is 
the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Zebulun  according  to  their 
families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

The  fourth  lot  came  out  for  Issachar,  even  for  the  children 
of  Issachar  according  to  their  families.  And  their  border 
was  unto  Jezreel,  and  Chesulloth,  and  Shunem ;  and  Hapha- 
raim,  and  Shion,  and  Anaharath ;  and  Rabbith,  and  Kishion, 
and  Ebez;  and  Remeth,  and  En-gannim,  and  En-haddah, 
and  Beth-pazzez;  and  the  border  reached  to  Tabor,  and 
Shahazumah,  and  Beth-shemesh;  and  the  goings  out  of 
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their  border  were  at  Jordan  :  sixteen  cities  with  their  villages. 
This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Issachar 
according  to  their  families,  the  cities  with  their  villages. 

And  the  fifth  lot  came  out  for  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Asher  according  to  their  families.  And  their  border  was 
Helkath,  and  Hali,  and  Beten,  and  Achshaph ;  and  Allam- 
melech,  and  Amad,  and  Mishal ;  and  it  reached  to  Carmel 
westward,  and  to  Shihor-libnath ;  and  it  turned  toward  the 
sunrising  to  Beth-dagon,  and  reached  to  Zebulun,  and  to  the 
valley  of  Iphtah-el  northward  to  Beth-emek  and  Neiel ;  and 
it  went  out  to  Cabul  on  the  left  hand,  and  Ebron,  and  Rehob, 
and  Hammon,  and  Kanah,  even  unto  great  Zidon ;  and  the 
border  turned  to  Ramah,  and  to  the  fenced  city  of  Tyre : 
and  the  border  turned  to  Hosah ;  and  the  goings  out  thereof 
were  at  the  sea  by  the  region  of  Achzib :  Ummah  also,  and 
Aphek,  and  Rehob  :  twenty  and  two  cities  with  their  villages. 
This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Asher 
according  to  their  families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

The  sixth  lot  came  out  for  the  children  of  Naphtali,  even 
for  the  children  of  Naphtali  according  to  their  families.  And 
their  border  was  from  Heleph,  from  the  oak  in  Zaanannim, 
and  Adaminekeb,  and  Jabneel,  unto  Lakkum ;  and  the 
goings  out  thereof  were  at  Jordan :  and  the  border  turned 
westward  to  Aznoth-tabor,  and  went  out  from  thence  to 
Hukkok;  and  it  reached  to  Zebulun  on  the  south,  and 
reached  to  Asher  on  the  west,  and  to  Judah  at  Jordan  toward 
the  sunrising.  And  the  fenced  cities  were  Ziddim,  Zer,  and 
Hammath,  Rakkath,  and  Chinnereth ;  and  Adamah,  and 
Ramah,  and  Hazor;  and  Kedesh,  and  Edrei,  and  En-hazor; 
and  Iron,  and  Migdal-el,  Horem,  and  Beth-anath,  and  Beth- 
shemesh ;  nineteen  cities  with  their  villages.  This  is  the  in- 
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heritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Naphtali  according  to 
their  families,  the  cities  with  their  villages. 

The  seventh  lot  came  out  for  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Dan  according  to  their  families.  And  the  border  of  their 
inheritance  was  Zorah,  and  Eshtaol,  and  Ir-shemesh;  and 
Shaalabbin,  and  Aijalon,  and  Ithlah;  and  Elon,  and  Tim- 
nah,  and  Ekron  ;  and  Eltekeh,  and  Gibbethon,  and  Baalath  ; 
and  Jehud,  and  Bene-berak,  and  Gath-rimmon;  and  Me- 
jarkon,  and  Rakkon,  with  the  border  over  against  Joppa. 
And  the  border  of  the  children  of  Dan  went  out  beyond 
them  :  for  the  children  of  Dan  went  up  and  fought  against 
Leshem,  and  took  it,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  and  possessed  it,  and  dwelt  therein,  and  called 
Leshem,  Dan,  after  the  name  of  Dan  their  father.  This  is 
the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of  Dan  according 
to  their  families,  these  cities  with  their  villages. 

So  they  made  an  end  of  distributing  the  land  for  inheri- 
tance by  the  borders  thereof;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
gave  an  inheritance  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  in  the  midst 
of  them  :  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they 
gave  him  the  city  which  he  asked,  even  Timnah-serah  in 
the  hill  country  of  Ephraim :  and  he  built  the  city,  and 
dwelt  therein. 

These  are  the  inheritances,  which  Eleazar  the  priest,  and 
Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  the  heads  of  the  fathers'  houses 
of  the  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel,  distributed  for  inheri- 
tance by  lot  in  Shiloh  before  the  Lord,  at  the  door  of  the 
tent  of  meeting.     So  they  made  an  end  of  dividing  the  land. 

And  the  LoRD  spake  unto   Joshua,  saying.  Speak  to  the 
children  of  Israel,  saying.  Assign  you  the   cities  of  refuge, 
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whereof  I  spake  unto  you  by  the  hand  of  Moses :  that  the 
manslayer  that  killeth  any  person  unwittingly  and  unawares 
may  flee  thither:  and  they  shall  be  unto  you  for  a  refuge 
from  the  avenger  of  blood.  And  he  shall  flee  unto  one  of 
those  cities,  and  shall  stand  at  the  entering  of  the  gate  of  the 
city,  and  declare  his  cause  in  the  ears  of  the  elders  of  that 
city;  and  they  shall  take  him  into  the  city  unto  them,  and 
give  him  a  place,  that  he  may  dwell  among  them.  And  it 
the  avenger  of  blood  pursue  after  him,  then  they  shall  not 
deliver  up  the  manslayer  into  his  hand;  because  he  smote 
his  neighbour  unawares,  and  hated  him  not  beforetime. 
And  he  shall  dwell  in  that  city,  until  he  stand  before  the 
congregation  for  judgement,  until  the  death  of  the  high  priest 
that  shall  be  in  those  days :  then  shall  the  manslayer  return, 
and  come  unto  his  own  city,  and  unto  his  own  house,  unto 
the  city  from  whence  he  fled.  And  they  set  apart  Kedesh 
in  Galilee  in  the  hill  country  of  Naphtali,  and  Shechem  in 
the  hill  country  of  Ephraim,  and  Kiriath-arba  (the  same  is 
Hebron)  in  the  hill  country  of  Judah.  And  beyond  the  Jor- 
dan at  Jericho  eastward,  they  assigned  Bezer  in  the  wilder- 
ness in  the  plain  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  Ramoth 
in  Gilead  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  Golan  in  Bashan  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh.  These  were  the  appointed  cities 
for  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  for  the  stranger  that  so- 
journeth  among  them,  that  whosoever  killeth  any  person 
unwittingly  might  flee  thither,  and  not  die  by  the  hand  of 
the  avenger  of  blood,  until  he  stood  before  the  congregation. 

Then  came  near  the  heads  of  fathers'  houses  of  the  Levites 
unto  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  unto  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and 
unto  the  heads  of  fathers'  houses  of  the  tribes  of  the  children 
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of  Israel ;  and  they  spake  unto  them  at  Shiloh  in  the  land  of 
Canaan,  saying,  The  LORD  commanded  by  the  hand  of  Moses 
to  give  us  cities  to  dwell  in,  with  the  suburbs  thereof  for  our 
cattle.  And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  unto  the  Levites  out 
of  their  inheritance,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  these  cities  with  their  suburbs. 

And  the  lot  came  out  for  the  families  of  the  Kohathites : 
and  the  children  of  Aaron  the  priest,  which  were  of  the  Le- 
vites, had  by  lot  out  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  out  of  the 
tribe  of  the  Simeonites,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
thirteen  cities. 

And  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Kohath  had  by  lot  out  of 
the  families  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Dan,  and  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  ten  cities. 

And  the  children  of  Gershon  had  by  lot  out  of  the  families 
of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher,  and 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  out  of  the  half  tribe  of 
Manasseh  in  Bashan,  thirteen  cities. 

The  children  of  Merari  according  to  their  families  had  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  twelve  cities. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  gave  by  lot  unto  the  Levites 
these  cities  with  their  suburbs,  as  the  Lord  commanded  by 
the  hand  of  Moses.  And  they  gave  out  of  the  tribe  of  the 
children  of  Judah,  and  out  of  the  tribe  of  the  children  of 
Simeon,  these  cities  which  are  here  mentioned  by  name: 
and  they  were  for  the  children  of  Aaron,  of  the  families  of 
the  Kohathites,  who  were  of  the  children  of  Levi :  for  theirs 
was  the  first  lot.  And  they  gave  them  Kiriath-arba,  which 
Arba  was  the  father  of  Anak,  (the  same  is  Hebron,)  in  the 
hill  country  of  Judah,  with  the  suburbs  thereof  round  about 
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it.  But  the  fields  of  the  city,  and  the  villages  thereof,  gave 
they  to  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh  for  his  possession. 

And  unto  the  children  of  Aaron  the  priest  they  gave  He- 
bron with  her  suburbs,  the  city  of  refuge  for  the  manslayer, 
and  Libnah  with  her  suburbs ;  and  Jattir  with  her  suburbs, 
and  Eshtemoa  with  her  suburbs ;  and  Holon  with  her  sub- 
urbs, and  Debir  with  her  suburbs ;  and  Ain  with  her  sub- 
urbs, and  Juttah  with  her  suburbs,  and  Beth-shemesh  with 
her  suburbs;  nine  cities  out  of  those  two  tribes.  And  out 
of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  Gibeon  with  her  suburbs,  Geba 
with  her  suburbs ;  Anathoth  with  her  suburbs,  and  Almon 
with  her  suburbs ;  four  cities.  All  the  cities  of  the  children 
of  Aaron,  the  priests,  were  thirteen  cities  with  their  suburbs. 

And  the  families  of  the  children  of  Kohath,  the  Levites, 
even  the  rest  of  the  children  of  Kohath,  they  had  the  cities 
of  their  lot  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  And  they  gave 
them  Shechem  with  her  suburbs  in  the  hill  country  of 
Ephraim,  the  city  of  refuge  for  the  manslayer,  and  Gezer 
with  her  suburbs  ;  and  Kibzaim  with  her  suburbs,  and  Beth- 
horon  with  her  suburbs  ;  four  cities.  And  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Dan,  Elteke  with  her  suburbs,  Gibbethon  with  her  suburbs ; 
Aijalon  with  her  suburbs,  Gath-rimmon  with  her  suburbs ; 
four  cities.  And  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  Taanach 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Gath-rimmon  with  her  suburbs ;  two 
cities.  All  the  cities  of  the  famihes  of  the  rest  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Kohath  were  ten  with  their  suburbs. 

And  unto  the  children  of  Gershon,  of  the  families  of  the 
Levites,  out  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  they  gave  Golan 
in  Bashan  with  her  suburbs,  the  city  of  refuge  for  the  man- 
slayer; and  Be-esh-terah  with  her  suburbs;  two  cities.  And 
out  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  Kishion  with  her  suburbs,  Dabe- 
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rath  with  her  suburbs ;  Jarmuth  with  her  suburbs,  En-gannim 
with  her  suburbs ;  four  cities.  And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher, 
Mishal  with  her  suburbs,  Abdon  with  her  suburbs ;  Helkath 
with  her  suburbs,  and  Rehob  with  her  suburbs ;  four  cities. 
And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtah,  Kedesh  in  Galilee  with  her 
suburbs,  the  city  of  refuge  for  the  manslayer,  and  Hammoth- 
dor  with  her  suburbs,  and  Kartan  with  her  suburbs;  three 
cities.  All  the  cities  of  the  Gershonites  according  to  their 
families  were  thirteen  cities  with  their  suburbs. 

And  unto  the  families  of  the  children  of  Merari,  the  rest 
of  the  Levites,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  Jokneam  with  her 
suburbs,  and  Kartah  with  her  suburbs,  Dimnah  with  her  sub- 
urbs, Nahalal  with  her  suburbs ;  four  cities. 

And  out  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  Bezer  with  her  suburbs, 
and  Jahaz  with  her  suburbs,  Kedemoth  with  her  suburbs, 
and  Mephaath  with  her  suburbs;  four  cities.  And  out  of 
the  tribe  of  Gad,  Ramoth  in  Gilead  with  her  suburbs,  the 
city  of  refuge  for  the  manslayer,  and  Mahanaim  with  her 
suburbs;  Heshbon  with  her  suburbs,  Jazer  with  her  sub- 
urbs; four  cities  in  all.  All  these  were  the  cities  of  the 
children  of  Merari  according  to  their  families,  even  the  rest 
of  the  families  of  the  Levites ;  and  their  lot  was  twelve 
cities. 

All  the  cities  of  the  Levites  in  the  midst  of  the  possession 
of  the  children  of  Israel  were  forty  and  eight  cities  with 
their  suburbs.  These  cities  were  every  one  with  their  sub- 
urbs round  about  them :  thus  it  was  with  all  these  cities. 

So  the  Lord  gave  unto  Israel  all  the  land  which  he  sware 
to  give  unto  their  fathers ;  and  they  possessed  it,  and  dwelt 
therein.    And  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  round  about,  accord- 
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ing  to  all  that  he  sware  unto  their  fathers:  and  there  stood 
not  a  man  of  all  their  enemies  before  them ;  the  Lord  de- 
livered all  their  enemies  into  their  hand.  There  failed  not 
aught  of  any  good  thing  which  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto 
the  house  of  Israel ;  all  came  to  pass. 

Then  Joshua  called  the  Reubenites,  and  the  Gadites,  and 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  and  said  unto  them,  Ye  have 
kept  all  that  Moses  the  servant  of  the  LORD  commanded 
you,  and  have  hearkened  unto  my  voice  in  all  that  I  com- 
manded you:  ye  have  not  left  your  brethren  these  many 
days  unto  this  day,  but  have  kept  the  charge  of  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord  your  God.  And  now  the  Lord 
your  God  hath  given  rest  unto  your  brethren,  as  he  spake 
unto  them  :  therefore  now  turn  ye,  and  get  you  unto  your 
tents,  unto  the  land  of  your  possession,  which  Moses  the 
servant  of  the  Lord  gave  you  beyond  Jordan.  Only  take 
diligent  heed  to  do  the  commandment  and  the  law,  which 
Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  commanded  you,  to  love  the 
■  Lord  your  God,  and  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  keep 
his  commandments,  and  to  cleave  unto  him,  and  to  serve 
him  with  all  your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul.  So  Joshua 
blessed  them,  and  sent  them  away:  and  they  went  unto 
their  tents. 

Now  to  the  one  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  Moses  had  given 
inheritance  in  Bashan :  but  unto  the  other  half  gave  Joshua 
among  their  brethren  beyond  Jordan  westward.  Moreover 
when  Joshua  sent  them  away  unto  their  tents,  he  blessed 
them,  and  spake  unto  them,  saying,  Return  with  much  wealth 
unto  your  tents,  and  with  very  much  cattle,  with  silver,  and 
with  gold,  and  with  brass,  and  with  iron,  and  with  very  much 
raiment :  divide  the  spoil  of  your  enemies  with  your  brethren. 
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And  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  returned,  and  departed  from  the 
children  of  Israel  out  of  Shiloh,  which  is  in  the  land  of 
Canaan,  to  go  unto  the  land  of  Gilead,  to  the  land  of  their 
possession,  whereof  they  were  possessed,  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  LORD  by  the  hand  of  Moses.  And 
when  they  came  unto  the  region  about  Jordan,  that  is  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of 
Gad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  built  there  an  altar  by 
Jordan,  a  great  altar  to  see  to.  And  the  children  of  Israel 
heard  say.  Behold,  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children 
of  Gad  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  have  built  an  altar  in 
the  forefront  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  in  the  region  about  Jor- 
dan, on  the  side  that  pertaineth  to  the  children  of  Israel.  And 
when  the  children  of  Israel  heard  of  it,  the  whole  congrega- 
tion of  the  children  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together  at 
Shiloh,  to  go  up  against  them  to  war. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  sent  unto  the  children  of 
Reuben,  and  to  the  children  of  Gad,  and  to  the  half  tribe 
of  Manasseh,  into  the  land  of  Gilead,  Phinehas  the  son 
of  Eleazar  the  priest ;  and  with  him  ten  princes,  one  prince 
of  a  fathers'  house  for  each  of  the  tribes  of  Israel;  and 
they  were  every  one  of  them  head  of  their  fathers'  houses 
among  the  thousands  of  Israel.  And  they  came  unto  the 
children  of  Reuben,  and  to  the  children  of  Gad,  and  to  the 
half  tribe  of  Manasseh,  unto  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  they 
spake  with  them,  saying,  Thus  saith  the  whole  congregation 
of  the  Lord,  What  trespass  is  this  that  ye  have  committed 
against  the  God  of  Israel,  to  turn  away  this  day  from  follow- 
ing the  Lord,  in  that  ye  have  builded  you  an  altar,  to  rebel 
this  day  against  the  LORD?  Is  the  iniquity  of  Peor  too 
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little  for  us,  from  which  we  have  not  cleansed  ourselves 
unto  this  day,  although  there  came  a  plague  upon  the 
congregation  of  the  Lord,  that  ye  must  turn  away  this 
day  from  following  the  LORD?  and  it  will  be,  seeing  ye 
rebel  today  against  the  Lord,  that  tomorrow  he  will  be 
wroth  with  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel.  Howbeit,  if 
the  land  of  your  possession  be  unclean,  then  pass  ye  over 
unto  the  land  of  the  possession  of  the  Lord,  wherein  the 
Lord's  tabernacle  dwelleth,  and  take  possession  among 
us:  but  rebel  not  against  the  Lord,  nor  rebel  against 
us,  in  building  you  an  altar  besides  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
our  God.  Did  not  Achan  the  son  of  Zerah  commit  a  tres- 
pass in  the  devoted  thing,  and  wrath  fell  upon  all  the  con- 
gregation of  Israel?  and  that  man  perished  not  alone  in 
his  iniquity. 

Then  the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and 
the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  answered,  and  spake  unto  the 
heads  of  the  thousands  of  Israel,  The  Lord,  the  God  of 
gods,  the  Lord,  the  God  of  gods,  he  knoweth,  and  Israel 
he  shall  know ;  if  it  be  in  rebellion,  or  if  in  trespass  against 
the  Lord,  (save  thou  us  not  this  day,)  that  we  have  built  us 
an  altar  to  turn  away  from  following  the  Lord  ;  or  if  to  offer 
thereon  burnt  offering  or  meal  offering,  or  if  to  offer  sacri- 
fices of  peace  offerings  thereon,  let  the  LORD  himself  require 
it ;  and  if  we  have  not  rather  out  of  carefulness  done  this, 
and  of  purpose,  saying.  In  time  to  come  your  children  might 
speak  unto  our  children,  saying.  What  have  ye  to  do  with 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel  ?  for  the  LORD  hath  made 
Jordan  a  border  between  us  and  you,  ye  children  of  Reuben 
and  children  of  Gad ;  ye  have  no  portion  in  the  LORD :  so 
shall  your  children  make  our  children  cease  from  fearing  the 
63 


Appendix  ^  Bible   History 

Lord.  Therefore  we  said,  Let  us  now  prepare  to  build  us 
an  altar,  not  for  burnt  offering,  nor  for  sacrifice  :  but  it  shall 
be  a  witness  between  us  and  you,  and  between  our  genera- 
tions after  us,  that  we  may  do  the  service  of  the  LORD  before 
him  with  our  burnt  offerings,  and  with  our  sacrifices,  and  with 
our  peace  offerings ;  that  your  children  may  not  say  to  our 
children  in  time  to  come,  Ye  have  no  portion  in  the  LORD. 
Therefore  said  we,  It  shall  be,  when  they  so  say  to  us  or  to 
our  generations  in  time  to  come,  that  we  shall  say.  Behold  the 
pattern  of  the  altar  of  the  LORD,  which  our  fathers  made,  not 
for  burnt  offering,  nor  for  sacrifice ;  but  it  is  a  witness  between 
us  and  you.  God  forbid  that  we  should  rebel  against  the 
Lord,  and  turn  away  this  day  from  following  the  Lord,  to 
build  an  ahar  for  burnt  offering,  for  meal  offering,  or  for 
sacrifice,  besides  the  altar  of  the  LORD  our  God  that  is  before 
his  tabernacle. 

And  when  Phinehas  the  priest,  and  the  princes  of  the  con- 
gregation, even  the  heads  of  the  thousands  of  Israel  which 
were  with  him,  heard  the  words  that  the  children  of  Reuben 
and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the  children  of  Manasseh  spake, 
it  pleased  them  well.  And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the 
priest  said  unto  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  to  the  children 
of  Gad,  and  to  the  children  of  Manasseh,  This  day  we  know 
that  the  Lord  is  in  the  midst  of  us,  because  ye  have  not 
committed  this  trespass  against  the  LORD :  now  have  ye  de- 
livered the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 
And  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  the  princes, 
returned  from  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  from  the  children 
of  Gad,  out  of  the  land  of  Gilead,  unto  the  land  of  Canaan, 
to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  brought  them  word  again.  And 
the  thing  pleased  the  children  of  Israel;  and  the  children  of 
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Israel  blessed  God,  and  spake  no  more  of  going  up  against 
theni  to  war,  to  destroy  the  land  wherein  the  children  of 
Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  dwelt.  And  the  children 
of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  called  the  altar  '  Ed ' : 
For  said  they,  it  is  a  '  witness  '  between  us  that  the  LORD  is 
God. 


ZUl 

Joshua's  Farewell 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  many  days,  when  the  Lord 
had  given  rest  unto  Israel  from  all  their  enemies  round 
about,  and  Joshua  was  old  and  well  stricken  in  years; 
that  Joshua  called  for  all  Israel,  for  their  elders  and  for 
their  heads,  and  for  their  judges  and  for  their  officers,  and 
said  unto  them : 

I  am  old  and  well  stricken  in  years :  and  ye  have  seen 
all  that  the  Lord  your  God  hath  done  unto  all  these  na- 
tions because  of  you ;  for  the  Lord  your  God,  he  it  is 
that  hath  fought  for  you.  Behold,  I  have  allotted  unto 
you  these  nations  that  remain,  to  be  an  inheritance  for 
your  tribes,  from  Jordan,  with  all  the  nations  that  I  have 
cut  off,  even  unto  the  great  sea  toward  the  going  down  of 
the  sun.  And  the  Lord  your  God,  he  shall  thrust  them 
out  from  before  you,  and  drive  them  from  out  of  your 
sight ;  and  ye  shall  possess  their  land,  as  the  Lord  your 
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God  spake  unto  you.  Therefore  be  ye  very  courageous 
to  keep  and  to  do  all  that  is  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  of  Moses,  that  ye  turn  not  aside  therefrom  to  the  right 
hand  or  to  the  left ;  that  ye  come  not  among  these  na- 
tions, these  that  remain  among  you ;  neither  make  men- 
tion of  the  name  of  their  gods,  nor  cause  to  swear  by 
them,  neither  serve  them,  nor  bow  down  yourselves  unto 
them :  but  cleave  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  as  ye  have 
done  unto  this  day.  For  the  Lord  hath  driven  out  from 
before  you  great  nations  and  strong :  but  as  for  you,  no 
man  hath  stood  before  you  unto  this  day.  One  man  of 
you  shall  chase  a  thousand :  for  the  Lord  your  God,  he 
it  is  that  fighteth  for  you,  as  he  spake  unto  you.  Take 
good  heed  therefore  unto  yourselves,  that  ye  love  the 
Lord  your  God.  Else  if  ye  do  in  any  wise  go  back,  and 
cleave  unto  the  remnant  of  these  nations,  even  these  that 
remain  among  you,  and  make  marriages  with  them,  and 
go  in  unto  them,  and  they  to  you :  know  for  a  certainty 
that  the  Lord  your  God  will  no  more  drive  these  nations 
from  out  of  your  sight ;  but  they  shall  be  a  snare  and  a 
trap  unto  you,  and  a  scourge  in  your  sides,  and  thorns  in 
your  eyes,  until  ye  perish  from  off  this  good  land  which 
the  Lord  your  God  hath  given  you.  And,  behold,  this 
day  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth :  and  ye  know  in 
all  your  hearts  and  in  all  your  souls,  that  not  one  thing 
hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  your 
God  spake  concerning  you ;  all  are  come  to  pass  unto 
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you,  not  one  thing  hath  failed  thereof.  And  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  that  as  all  the  good  things  are  come  upon  you  of 
which  the  Lord  your  God  spake  unto  you,  so  shall  the 
Lord  bring  upon  you  all  the  evil  things,  until  he  have 
destroyed  you  from  off  this  good  land  which  the  Lord 
your  God  hath  given  you.  When  ye  transgress  the  cove- 
nant of  the  Lord  your  God,  which  he  commanded  you, 
and  go  and  serve  other  gods,  and  bow  down  yourselves 
to  them ;  then  shall  the  anger  of  the  Lord  be  kindled 
against  you,  and  ye  shall  perish  quickly  from  off  the  good 
land  which  he  hath  given  unto  you. 

And  Joshua  gathered  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  Shechem, 
and  called  for  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  for  their  heads, 
and  for  their  judges,  and  for  their  officers ;  and  they  pre- 
sented themselves  before  God.  And  Joshua  said  unto  all 
the  people : 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  Your  fathers 
dwelt  of  old  time  beyond  the  River,  even  Terah,  the  father 
of  Abraham,  and  the  father  of  Nahor :  and  they  served 
other  gods.  And  I  took  your  father  Abraham  from  be- 
yond the  River,  and  led  him  throughout  all  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  multiplied  his  seed,  and  gave  him  Isaac. 
And  I  gave  unto  Isaac  Jacob  and  Esau :  and  I  gave  unto 
Esau  mount  Seir,  to  possess  it ;  and  Jacob  and  his  chil- 
dren went  down  into  Egypt.  And  I  sent  Moses  and 
Aaron,  and  I  plagued  Egypt,  according  to  that  which  1 
did  in  the  midst  thereof:  and  afterward  I  brought  you 
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out.  And  I  brought  your  fathers  out  of  Egypt :  and  ye 
came  unto  the  sea ;  and  the  Egyptians  pursued  after  your 
fathers  with  chariots  and  with  horsemen  unto  the  Red  Sea. 
And  when  they  cried  out  unto  the  Lord,  he  put  darkness 
between  you  and  the  Egyptians,  and  brought  the  sea  upon 
them,  and  covered  them ;  and  your  eyes  saw  what  I  did 
in  Egypt:  and  ye  dwelt  in  the  wilderness  many  days. 
And  I  brought  you  into  the  land  of  the  Amorites,  which 
dwelt  beyond  Jordan ;  and  they  fought  with  you :  and  I 
gave  them  into  your  hand,  and  ye  possessed  their  land ; 
and  I  destroyed  them  from  before  you.  Then  Balak  the 
son  of  Zippor,  king  of  Moab,  arose  and  fought  against 
Israel ;  and  he  sent  and  called  Balaam  the  son  of  Beor 
to  curse  you ;  but  I  would  not  hearken  unto  Balaam ; 
therefore  he  blessed  you  still :  so  I  delivered  you  out  of 
his  hand.  And  ye  went  over  Jordan,  and  came  unto  Jeri- 
cho :  and  the  men  of  Jericho  fought  against  you,  the  Amor- 
ite,  and  the  Perizzite,  and  the  Canaanite,  and  the  Hittite, 
and  the  Girgashite,  the  Hivite,  and  the  Jebusite ;  and  I 
delivered  them  into  your  hand.  And  I  sent  the  hornet 
before  you,  which  drave  them  out  from  before  you,  even 
the  two  kings  of  the  Amorites ;  not  with  thy  sword,  nor 
with  thy  bow.  And  I  gave  you  a  land  whereon  thou  hadst 
not  laboured,  and  cities  which  ye  built  not,  and  ye  dwell 
therein ;  of  vineyards  and  oliveyards  which  ye  planted  not 
do  ye  eat.  Now  therefore  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him 
in  sincerity  and  in  truth :  and  put  away  the  gods  which 
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your  fathers  served  beyond  the  River,  and  in  Egypt ;  and 
serve  ye  the  Lord.  And  if  it  seem  evil  unto  you  to  serve 
the  Lord,  choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve ; 
whether  the  gods  which  your  fathers  served  that  were 
beyond  the  River,  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whose 
land  ye  dwell :  but  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve 
the  Lord. 

And  the  people  answered  and  said,  God  forbid  that  we 
should  forsake  the  Lord,  to  serve  other  gods ;  for  the 
Lord  our  God,  he  it  is  that  brought  us  and  our  fathers 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  house  of  bondage, 
and  that  did  those  great  signs  in  our  sight,  and  preserved 
us  in  all  the  way  wherein  v/e  went,  and  among  all  the 
peoples  through  the  midst  of  whom  we  passed :  and  the 
Lord  drave  out  from  before  us  all  the  peoples,  even 
the  Amorites  which  dwelt  in  the  land :  therefore  we  also 
will  serve  the  Lord  ;  for  he  is  our  God. 

And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people.  Ye  cannot  serve  the 
Lord  ;  for  he  is  an  holy  God ;  he  is  a  jealous  God ;  he 
will  not  forgive  your  transgression  nor  your  sins.  If  ye 
forsake  the  Lord,  and  serve  strange  gods,  then  he  will 
turn  and  do  you  evil,  and  consume  you,  after  that  he  hath 
done  you  good.  And  the  people  said  unto  Joshua,  Nay; 
but  we  will  serve  the  Lord.  And  Joshua  said  unto  the 
people.  Ye  are  witnesses  against  yourselves  that  ye  have 
chosen  you  the  Lord,  to  serve  him.  And  they  said,  We 
are  witnesses.  Now  therefore  put  away,  said  he,  the 
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strange  gods  which  are  among  you,  and  incline  your 
heart  unto  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel.  And  the  people 
said  unto  Joshua,  The  Lord  our  God  will  we  serve,  and 
unto  his  voice  will  we  hearken.  So  Joshua  made  a  cove- 
nant with  the  people  that  day,  and  set  them  a  statute  and 
an  ordinance  in  Shechem. 

And  Joshua  wrote  these  words  in  the  book  of  the  law 
of  God ;  and  he  took  a  great  stone,  and  set  it  up  there 
under  the  oak  that  was  by  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord. 
And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people,  Behold,  this  stone 
shall  be  a  witness  against  us ;  for  it  hath  heard  all  the 
words  of  the  Lord  which  he  spake  unto  us :  it  shall  be 
therefore  a  witness  against  you,  lest  ye  deny  your  God. 
So  Joshua  sent  the  people  away,  every  man  unto  his 
inheritance. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  Joshua  the 
son  of  Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died,  being  an  hun- 
dred and  ten  years  old.  And  they  buried  him  in  the  bor- 
der of  his  inheritance  in  Timnath-serah,  which  is  in  the 
hill  country  of  Ephraim,  on  the  north  of  the  mountain 
of  Gaash.  And  Israel  served  the  Lord  all  the  days  of 
Joshua,  and  all  the  days  of  the  elders  that  outlived 
Joshua,  and  had  known  all  the  work  of  the  Lord,  that 
he  had  wrought  for  Israel.  And  the  bones  of  Joseph, 
which  the  children  of  Israel  brought  up  out  of  Egypt, 
buried  they  in  Shechem,  in  the  parcel  of  ground  which 
Jacob  bought  of  the  sons  of  Hamor  the  father  of  Shechem 
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for  an  hundred  pieces  of  money :  and  they  became  the 
inheritance  of  the  children  of  Joseph.  And  Eleazar  the 
son  of  Aaron  died  ;  and  they  buried  him  in  the  hill  of 
Phinehas  his  son,  which  was  given  him  in  the  hill  coun- 
try of  Ephraim. 
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I.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  the  death  of  Joshua,  that 
the  children  of  Israel  asked  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Who 
shall  go  up  for  us  first  against  the  Canaanites,  to  fight 
against  them  ?  And  the  Lord  said,  Judah  shall  go  up : 
behold,  I  have  delivered  the  land  into  his  hand.  And 
Judah  said  unto  Simeon  his  brother,  Come  up  with  me 
into  my  lot,  that  we  may  fight  against  the  Canaanites ; 
and  I  likewise  will  go  with  thee  into  thy  lot.  So  Simeon 
went  with  him.  And  Judah  went  up ;  and  the  Lord  de- 
livered the  Canaanites  and  the  Perizzites  into  their  hand  : 
and  they  smote  of  them  in  Bezek  ten  thousand  men. 
And  they  found  Adoni-bezek  in  Bezek :  and  they  fought 
against  him,  and  they  smote  the  Canaanites  and  the  Per- 
izzites. But  Adoni-bezek  fled ;  and  they  pursued  after 
him,  and  caught  him,  and  cut  off  his  thumbs  and  his 
great  toes.  And  Adoni-bezek  said,  Threescore  and  ten 
kings,  having  their  thumbs  and  their  great  toes  cut  off, 
gathered  their  meat  under  my  table :  as  I  have  done,  so 
God  hath  requited  me.  And  they  brought  him  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  he  died  there. 

And  the  children  of  Judah  fought  against  Jerusalem, 
and  took  it,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
set  the  city  on  fire.  And  afterward  the  children  of  Judah 
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went  down  to  fight  against  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in 
the  hill  country,  and  in  the  South,  and  in  the  lowland. 
And  Judah  went  against  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in 
Hebron  :  (now  the  name  of  Hebron  beforetime  was  Kiri- 
ath-arba:)  and  they  smote  Sheshai,  and  Ahiman,  and  Tal- 
mai.  And  from  thence  he  went  against  the  inhabitants 
of  Debir.  (Now  the  name  of  Debir  beforetime  was  Kiri- 
ath-sepher.)  And  Caleb  said,  He  that  smiteth  Kiriath- 
sepher,  and  taketh  it,  to  him  will  I  give  Achsah  my 
daughter  to  wife.  And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz,  Caleb's 
younger  brother,  took  it :  and  he  gave  him  Achsah  his 
daughter  to  wife.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she  came 
unto  him,  that  she  moved  him  to  ask  of  her  father  a  field : 
and  she  lighted  down  from  off  her  ass ;  and  Caleb  said 
unto  her,  What  wouldest  thou?  And  she  said  unto  him. 
Give  me  a  blessing ;  for  that  thou  hast  set  me  in  the  land 
of  the  South,  give  me  also  springs  of  water.  And  Caleb 
gave  her  the  upper  springs  and  the  nether  springs. 

And  the  children  of  the  Kenite,  Moses'  brother  in  law, 
went  up  out  of  the  city  of  palm  trees  with  the  children  of 
Judah  into  the  wilderness  of  Judah,  which  is  in  the  south 
of  Arad  ;  and  they  went  and  dwelt  with  the  people.  And 
Judah  went  with  Simeon  his  brother,  and  they  smote  the 
Canaanites  that  inhabited  Zephath,  and  utterly  destroyed 
it.  And  the  name  of  the  city  was  called  Hormah.  Also 
Judah  took  Gaza  with  the  border  thereof,  and  Ashke- 
lon  with  the  border  thereof,  and  Ekron  with  the  border 
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thereof.  And  the  Lord  was  with  Judah  ;  and  he  drave 
out  the  inhabitants  of  the  hill  country;  for  he  could  not 
drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley,  because  they  had 
chariots  of  iron.  And  they  gave  Hebron  unto  Caleb,  as 
Moses  had  spoken :  and  he  drave  out  thence  the  three 
sons  of  Anak.  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  did  not 
drive  out  the  Jebusites  that  inhabited  Jerusalem  :  but  the 
Jebusites  dwelt  with  the  children  of  Benjamin  in  Jerusa- 
lem, unto  this  day. 

And  the  house  of  Joseph,  they  also  went  up  against 
Beth-el :  and  the  Lord  was  with  them.  And  the  house 
of  Joseph  sent  to  spy  out  Beth-el.  (Now  the  name  of 
the  city  beforetime  was  Luz.)  And  the  watchers  saw  a 
man  come  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  they  said  unto  him, 
Shew  us,  we  pray  thee,  the  entrance  into  the  city,  and  we 
will  deal  kindly  with  thee.  And  he  shewed  them  the  en- 
trance into  the  city,  and  they  smote  the  city  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword ;  but  they  let  the  man  go  and  all  his  family. 
And  the  man  went  into  the  land  of  the  Hittites,  and  built 
a  city,  and  called  the  name  thereof  Luz :  which  is  the 
name  thereof  unto  this  day. 

And  Manasseh  did  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
Beth-shean  and  her  towns,  nor  of  Taanach  and  her  towns, 
nor  the  inhabitants  of  Dor  and  her  towns,  nor  the  inhab- 
itants of  Ibleam  and  her  towns,  nor  the  inhabitants  of 
Megiddo  and  her  towns :  but  the  Canaanites  would  dwell 
in  that  land.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Israel  was  waxen 
77 


Book  VI  -^  Bible   History 

strong,  that  they  put  the  Canaanites  to  taskwork,  and  did 
not  utterly  drive  them  out. 

And  Ephraim  drave  not  out  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt 
in  Gezer ;  but  the  Canaanites  dwelt  in  Gezer  among 
them. 

Zebulun  drave  not  out  the  inhabitants  of  Kitron,  nor  the 
inhabitants  of  Nahalol ;  but  the  Canaanites  dwelt  among 
them,  and  became  tributary. 

Asher  drave  not  out  the  inhabitants  of  Acco,  nor  the 
inhabitants  of  Zidon,  nor  of  Ahlab,  nor  of  Achzib,  nor  of 
Helbah,  nor  of  Aphik,  nor  of  Rehob :  but  the  Asherites 
dwelt  among  the  Canaanites,  the  inhabitants  of  the  land : 
for  they  did  not  drive  them  out. 

Naphtali  drave  not  out  the  inhabitants  of  Beth-shemesh, 
nor  the  inhabitants  of  Beth-anath ;  but  he  dwelt  among 
the  Canaanites,  the  inhabitants  of  the  land :  nevertheless 
the  inhabitants  of  Beth-shemesh  and  of  Beth-anath  be- 
came tributary  unto  them. 

And  the  Amorites  forced  the  children  of  Dan  into  the 
hill  country  :  for  they  would  not  suffer  them  to  come  down 
to  the  valley:  but  the  Amorites  would  dwell  in  mount 
Heres,  in  Aijalon,  and  in  Shaalbim  :  yet  the  hand  of  the 
house  of  Joseph  prevailed,  so  that  they  became  tributary. 
And  the  border  of  the  Amorites  was  from  the  ascent  of 
Akrabbim,  from  the  rock,  and  upward. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  up  from  Gilgal  to 
Bochim.  And  he  said,  I  made  you  to  go  up  out  of  Egypt, 
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and  have  brought  you  unto  the  land  which  I  sware  unto 
your  fathers  ;  and  I  said,  I  will  never  break  my  covenant 
with  you :  and  ye  shall  make  no  covenant  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  land ;  ye  shall  break  down  their  altars :  but 
ye  have  not  hearkened  unto  my  voice :  why  have  ye  done 
this?  Wherefore  I  also  said,  I  will  not  drive  them  out 
from  before  you  ;  but  they  shall  be  as  thorns  in  your  sides, 
and  their  gods  shall  be  a  snare  unto  you.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  spake  these  words  unto 
all  the  children  of  Israel,  that  the  people  lifted  up  their 
voice,  and  wept.  And  they  called  the  name  of  that  place 
Bochim  :  and  they  sacrificed  there  unto  the  Lord. 

2.  Now  when  Joshua  had  sent  the  people  away,  the 
children  of  Israel  went  every  man  unto  his  inheritance  to 
possess  the  land.  And  the  people  served  the  Lord  all 
the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all  the  days  of  the  elders  that  out- 
lived Joshua,  who  had  seen  all  the  great  work  of  the  Lord, 
that  he  had  wrought  for  Israel.  And  Joshua  the  son  of 
Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died,  being  an  hundred  and 
ten  years  old.  And  they  buried  him  in  the  border  of  his 
inheritance  in  Timnath-heres,  in  the  hill  country  of  Eph- 
raim,  on  the  north  of  the  mountain  of  Gaash.  And  also 
all  that  generation  were  gathered  unto  their  fathers :  and 
there  arose  another  generation  after  them,  which  knew  not 
the  Lord,  nor  yet  the  work  which  he  had  wrought  for 
Israel. 
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And  the  children  of  Israel  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  served  the  Baalim :  and  they  for- 
sook the  Lord,  the  God  of  their  fathers,  which  brought 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  followed  other  gods,  of 
the  gods  of  the  peoples  that  were  round  about  them,  and 
bowed  themselves  down  unto  them :  and  they  provoked 
the  Lord  to  anger.  And  they  forsook  the  Lord,  and 
served  Baal  and  the  Ashtaroth.  And  the  anger  of  the 
Lord  was  kindled  against  Israel,  and  he  delivered  them 
into  the  hands  of  spoilers  that  spoiled  them,  and  he 
sold  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  round  about,  so 
that  they  could  not  any  longer  stand  before  their  enemies. 
Whithersoever  they  went  out,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
against  them  for  evil,  as  the  Lord  had  spoken,  and  as  the 
Lord  had  sworn  unto  them  :  and  they  were  sore  distressed. 
And  the  Lord  raised  up  judges,  which  saved  them  out  of 
the  hand  of  those  that  spoiled  them.  And  yet  they 
hearkened  not  unto  their  judges,  for  they  went  a  whoring 
after  other  gods,  and  bowed  themselves  down  unto  them : 
they  turned  aside  quickly  out  of  the  way  wherein  their 
fathers  walked,  obeying  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  ; 
but  they  did  not  so.  And  when  the  Lord  raised  them  up 
judges,  then  the  Lord  was  with  the  judge,  and  saved  them 
out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies  all  the  days  of  the  judge  : 
for  it  repented  the  Lord  because  of  their  groaning  by  rea- 
son of  them  that  oppressed  them  and  vexed  them.  But  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  judge  was  dead,  that  they  turned 
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back,  and  dealt  more  corruptly  than  their  fathers,  in  fol- 
lowing other  gods  to  serve  them,  and  to  bow  down  unto 
them  ;  they  ceased  not  from  their  doings,  nor  from  their 
stubborn  way.  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
against  Israel;  and  he  said,  Because  this  nation  have 
transgressed  my  covenant  which  I  commanded  their 
fathers,  and  have  not  hearkened  unto  my  voice ;  I  also 
w^ill  not  henceforth  drive  out  any  from  before  them  of  the 
nations  which  Joshua  left  when  he  died :  that  by  them  I 
may  prove  Israel,  whether  they  will  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord  to  walk  therein,  as  their  fathers  did  keep  it,  or  not. 
So  the  Lord  left  those  nations,  without  driving  them  out 
hastily ;  neither  delivered  he  them  into  the  hand  of 
Joshua. 

Now  these  are  the  nations  which  the  Lord  left,  to  prove 
Israel  by  them,  even  as  many  as  had  not  known  all  the 
wars  of  Canaan  ;  only  that  the  generations  of  the  children 
of  Israel  might  know,  to  teach  them  war,  at  the  least  such 
as  beforetime  knew  nothing  thereof;  namely,  the  five 
lords  of  the  Philistines,  and  all  the  Canaanites,  and  the 
Zidonians,  and  the  Hivites  that  dwelt  in  mount  Lebanon, 
from  mount  Baal-hermon  unto  the  entering  in  of  Hamath, 
And  they  were  for  to  prove  Israel  by  them,  to  know  whether 
they  would  hearken  unto  the  commandments  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  commanded  their  fathers  by  the  hand  of  Moses, 
And  the  children  of  Israel  dwelt  among  the  Canaanites ; 
the  Hittite,  and  the  Amorite,  and  the  Perizzite,  and  the 
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Hivite,  and  the  Jebusite :  and  they  took  their  daughters 
to  be  their  wives,  and  gave  their  own  daughters  to  their 
sons,  and  served  their  gods. 

3.  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  that  which  was  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  forgat  the  Lord  their  God,  and 
served  the  Baalim  and  the  Asheroth.  Therefore  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Israel,  and  he  sold  them 
into  the  hand  of  Cushan-rishathaim  king  of  Mesopotamia : 
and  the  children  of  Israel  served  Cushan-rishathaim  eight 
years.  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  raised  up  a  saviour  to  the  children  of 
Israel,  who  saved  them,  even  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz, 
Caleb's  younger  brother.  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
upon  him,  and  he  judged  Israel ;  and  he  went  out  to  war, 
and  the  Lord  delivered  Cushan-rishathaim  king  of  Meso- 
potamia into  his  hand :  and  his  hand  prevailed  against 
Cushan-rishathaim.  And  the  land  had  rest  forty  years. 
And  Othniel  the  son  of  Kenaz  died. 


IV 

Ehud's  Assassination  of  Eglon 

And  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  that  which  was  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  strengthened  Eglon 
the  king  of  Moab  against  Israel,  because  they  had  done 
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that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  And  he 
gathered  unto  him  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Amalek ; 
and  he  went  and  smote  Israel,  and  they  possessed  the  city 
of  palm  trees.  And  the  children  of  Israel  served  Eglon 
the  king  of  Moab  eighteen  years.  But  when  the  children 
of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord,  the  Lord  raised  them  up  a 
saviour,  Ehud  the  son  of  Gera,  the  Benjamite,  a  man  left- 
handed  :  and  the  children  of  Israel  sent  a  present  by  him 
unto  Eglon  the  king  of  Moab.  And  Ehud  made  him  a 
sword  which  had  two  edges,  of  a  cubit  length  ;  and  he 
girded  it  under  his  raiment  upon  his  right  thigh.  And  he 
offered  the  present  unto  Eglon  king  of  Moab.  Now  Eglon 
was  a  very  fat  man.  And  when  he  had  made  an  end  of 
offering  the  present,  he  sent  away  the  people  that  bare  the 
present.  But  he  himself  turned  back  from  the  quarries 
that  were  by  Gilgal,  and  said,  I  have  a  secret  errand  unto 
thee,  O  king.  And  he  said,  Keep  silence.  And  all  that 
stood  by  him  went  out  from  him.  And  Ehud  came  unto 
him ;  and  he  was  sitting  by  himself  alone  in  his  summer 
parlour.  And  Ehud  said,  I  have  a  message  from  God  unto 
thee.  And  he  arose  out  of  his  seat.  And  Ehud  put  forth 
his  left  hand,  and  took  the  sword  from  his  right  thigh,  and 
thrust  it  into  his  belly :  and  the  haft  also  went  in  after  the 
blade ;  and  the  fat  closed  upon  the  blade,  for  he  drew  not 
the  sword  out  of  his  belly  ;  and  it  came  out  behind.  Then 
Ehud  went  forth  into  the  porch,  and  shut  the  doors  of  the 
parlour  upon  him,  and  locked  them-  Now  when  he  was 
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gone  out,  his  servants  came ;  and  they  saw,  and,  behold, 
the  doors  of  the  parlour  were  locked ;  and  they  said, 
Surely  he  covereth  his  feet  in  his  summer  chamber.  And 
they  tarried  till  they  were  ashamed :  and,  behold,  he 
opened  not  the  doors  of  the  parlour ;  therefore  they  took 
the  key,  and  opened  them :  and,  behold,  their  lord  was 
fallen  down  dead  on  the  earth.  And  Ehud  escaped  while 
they  tarried,  and  passed  beyond  the  quarries,  and  escaped 
unto  Seirah.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  was  come, 
that  he  blew  a  trumpet  in  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim,  and 
the  children  of  Israel  went  down  with  him  from  the  hill 
country,  and  he  before  them.  And  he  said  unto  them. 
Follow  after  me :  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  your  ene- 
mies the  Moabites  into  your  hand.  And  they  went  down 
after  him,  and  took  the  fords  of  Jordan  against  the  Moab- 
ites, and  suffered  not  a  man  to  pass  over.  And  they  smote 
of  Moab  at  that  time  about  ten  thousand  men,  every  lusty 
man,  and  every  man  of  valour ;  and  there  escaped  not  a 
man.  So  Moab  was  subdued  that  day  under  the  hand  of 
Israel.     And  the  land  had  rest  fourscore  years. 

5.  And  after  him  was  Shamgar  the  son  of  Anath,  which 
smote  of  the  Philistines  six  hundred  men  with  an  ox  goad  : 
and  he  also  saved  Israel. 
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vi 

War  of  Deborah  and  Barak  against  Sisera 

And  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  that  which  was  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  when  Ehud  was  dead.  And  the 
Lord  sold  them  into  the  hand  of  JaBm  king  of  Canaan, 
that  reigned  in  Hazor ;  the  captain  of  whose  host  was  Sis- 
era,  which  dwelt  in  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles.  And  the 
children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord  :  for  he  had  nine 
hundred  chariots  of  iron ;  and  twenty  years  he  mightily 
oppressed  the  children  of  Israel. 

Now  Deborah,  a  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Lappidoth,  she 
judged  Israel  at  that  time.  And  she  dwelt  under  the  palm 
tree  of  Deborah  between  Ramah  and  Beth-el  in  the  hill 
country  of  Ephraim :  and  the  children  of  Israel  came  up 
to  her  for  judgement.  And  she  sent  and  called  Barak  the 
son  of  Abinoam  out  of  Kedesh-naphtali,  and  said  unto 
him,  Hath  not  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  commanded, 
saying,  Go  and  draw  unto  mount  Tabor,  and  take  with 
thee  ten  thousand  men  of  the  children  of  Naphtali  and  of 
the  children  of  Zebulun  ?  And  I  will  draw  unto  thee  to 
the  river  Kishon  Sisera,  the  captain  of  Jabin's  army,  with 
his  chariots  and  his  multitude ;  and  I  will  deliver  him  into 
thine  hand.  And  Barak  said  unto  her.  If  thou  wilt  go 
with  me,  then  I  will  go :  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go  with  me,  I 
will  not  go.  And  she  said,  I  will  surely  go  with  thee: 
85 


Book  VI  -jS  Bible    History 

notwithstanding  the  journey  that  thou  takest  shall  not  be 
for  thine  honour ;  for  the  Lord  shall  sell  Sisera  into  the 
hand  of  a  woman.  And  Deborah  arose,  and  went  with 
Barak  to  Kedesh.  And  Barak  called  Zebulun  and  Naph- 
tali  together  to  Kedesh  ;  and  there  went  up  ten  thousand 
men  at  his  feet :  and  Deborah  went  up  with  him. 

Now  Heber  the  Kenite  had  severed  himself  from  the 
Kenites,  even  from  the  children  of  Hobab  the  brother  in 
law  of  Moses,  and  had  pitched  his  tent  as  far  as  the  oak  in 
Zaanannim,  which  is  by  Kedesh.  And  they  told  Sisera 
that  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  was  gone  up  to  mount 
Tabor.  And  Sisera  gathered  together  all  his  chariots, 
even  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron,  and  all  the  people  that 
v/ere  with  him,  from  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles,  unto  the 
river  Kishon.  And  Deborah  said  unto  Barak,  Up ;  for 
this  is  the  day  in  which  the  Lord  hath  delivered  Sisera 
into  thine  hand :  is  not  the  Lord  gone  out  before  thee  ? 
So  Barak  went  down  from  mount  Tabor,  and  ten  thousand 
men  after  him.  And  the  Lord  discomfited  Sisera,  and  all 
his  chariots,  and  all  his  host,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword 
before  Barak ;  and  Sisera  lighted  down  from  his  chariot, 
and  fled  away  on  his  feet.  But  Barak  pursued  after  the 
chariots,  and  after  the  host,  unto  Harosheth  of  the  Gen- 
tiles :  and  all  the  host  of  Sisera  fell  by  the  edge  of  the 
sword ;  there  was  not  a  man  left. 

Howbeit  Sisera  fled  away  on  his  feet  to  the  tent  of  Jael 
the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite  :  for  there  was  peace  between 
86 


The    Judges  B«^  Book  VI 

Jabin  the  king  of  Hazor  and  the  house  of  Heber  the  Ken- 
ite.  And  Jael  went  out  to  meet  Sisera,  and  said  unto  him, 
Turn  in,  my  lord,  turn  in  to  me  ;  fear  not.  And  he  turned 
in  unto  her  into  the  tent,  and  she  covered  him  with  a  rug. 
And  he  said  unto  her,  Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  httle  water 
to  drink ;  for  I  am  thirsty.  And  she  opened  a  bottle  of 
milk,  and  gave  him  drink,  and  covered  him.  And  he  said 
unto  her,  Stand  in  the  door  of  the  tent,  and  it  shall  be, 
when  any  man  doth  come  and  inquire  of  thee,  and  say,  Is 
there  any  man  here?  that  thou  shalt  say.  No.  Then  Jael 
Heber's  wife  took  a  tent-pin,  and  took  an  hammer  in  her 
hand,  and  went  softly  unto  him,  and  smote  the  pin  into  his 
temples,  and  it  pierced  through  into  the  ground ;  for  he 
was  in  a  deep  sleep ;  so  he  swooned  and  died.  And,  be- 
hold, as  Barak  pursued  Sisera,  Jael  came  out  to  meet  him, 
and  said  unto  him.  Come,  and  I  will  shew  thee  the  man 
whom  thou  seekest.  And  he  came  unto  her ;  and,  behold, 
Sisera  lay  dead,  and  the  tent-pin  was  in  his  temples.  So 
God  subdued  on  that  day  Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan  before 
the  children  of  Israel.  And  the  hand  of  the  children  of 
Israel  prevailed  more  and  more  against  Jabin  the  king  of 
Canaan,  until  they  had  destroyed  Jabin  king  of  Canaan. 

Then  sang  Deborah  and  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  oa 
that  day,  saying : 
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Men. 

Women. 

Tutti. 


Men. 
Womefi. 
Men. 
Women. 


Tutti. 


Men. 


DEBORAH'S   SONG 

For  that  the  leaders  took  the  lead  in  Israel — 
For  that  the  people  offered  themselves  willingly — 
Bless  ye  the  Lord  I 

Prelude 

Hear,  O  ye  kings  — 

Give  ear,  O  ye  princes  — 
I,  even  I,  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  — 

I  will  sing  praise  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel. 

Lord,  when  thou  wentest  forth  out  of  Seir, 

When  thou  marchedst  out  of  the  field  of 
Edom, 
The  earth  trembled,  the  heavens  also  dropped, 

Yea,  the  clouds  dropped  water. 
The  mountains  flowed  down  at  the  presence  of 
the  Lord, 
Even  yon  Sinai  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel. 

I.   The  Desolation 

In  the  days  of  Sham-gar  the  son  of  Anath, 

In  the  days  of  Jael, 
The  highways  were  unoccupied, 
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And  the  travellers  walked  through 
bywa3^s ; 
The  rulers  ceased  in  Israel, 
They  ceased  — 
Women.     Until  that  I,  Deborah,  arose, 

That  I  arose  a  mother  in  Israel. 
They  chose  new  gods ; 

Then  was  war  in  the  gates  : 
Was  there  a  shield  or  spear  seen 

Among  forty  thousand  in  Israel  ? 

Men.  My  heart  is  toward  the  governors  of  Israel —   ^ 

Women.     Ye  that  offered  yourselves  willingly  among  the 
people  — 
Bless  ye  the  Lord  ! 
Tell  of  it,  ye  that  ride  on  white  asses ^ 
Ye  that  sit  on  rich  carpets, 

And  ye  that  walk  by  the  way :  — 
Women.     Far  froin  the  noise  of  archers. 

In  the  places  of  drawijig  water :  — 
There  shall  they  rehearse  the  righteous  acts  of 
the  Lord, 
Even  the  righteous  acts  of  his  rule  in  Israel. 


Tutu 
Men. 


Tutti. 


TtUti. 


II.   The  Muster 
Then  the  people  of  the  Lord  went  down  to  the 


gates 
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(Men.        Awake ^  awake ^  Deborah, 

Awake ^  awake,  utter  a  song:  — 

Women.     Arise,  Barak, 

And  lead  thy  captivity  captive,  thou  son  of 
AbinoaiJt.') 

Tiitti.         Then  came  down  a  remnant  of  the  nobles, 

The  people  of  the  Lord  came  down  for  me 
against  the  mighty. 

Wo7nen.     Out  of  Ephraim  came  down  they  whose  root  is 
in  Amalek  — 

Men.  After  thee,  Benjamin,  among  thy  peoples  — 

Women.     Out  of  Machir  came  down  governors  — 

Men.  And  out  of  Zebulun  they  that  handle  the 

marshal's  staff — 

Women.     And  the  princes  of  Issachar  were  with  Deb- 
orah— 

Msn.  As  was  Issachar,  so  was  Barak : 

Tutti.  Into  the  valley  they  rushed  forth  at  his  feet. 

Men.  By  the  watercourses  of  Reuben 

There  were  great  resolves  of  heart. 

Women.     Why  satest  thou  among  the  sheepfolds, 
To  hear  the  pipings  for  the  flocks? 

Me7i.  At  the  watercourses  of  Reuben 

There  were  great  searchinsfs  of  heart! 


Women.     Gilead  abode  beyond  Jordan  — 
Men.  And  Dan,  why  did  he  remain  in  ships?- 
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Women. 


Men. 


Asher  sat  still  at  the  haven  of  the  sea, 

And  abode  by  his  creeks. 
Zebulun  was  a  people  that  jeoparded  their  lives 
unto  the  death, 
And  Naphtali  upon  the  high  places  of  the 
field. 


III.   The  Battle  and  Rout 
Strophe 
Men.  The  kings  came  and  fought ; 

Then  fought  the  kings  of  Canaan, 
In  Taanach  by  the  waters  of  Megiddo  :  — 
They  took  no  gain  of  money! 

Antistrophe 

Women.    They  fought  from  heaven. 

The  stars  in  their  courses  fought  against 
Sisera. 
The  river  Kishon  swept  them  away,  — 
That  ancient  river,  the  river  Kishon! 

Strophe 

Men.  O  my  soul,  march  on  with  strength! 

Then  did  the  horsehoofs  stamp 
By  reason  of  the  pransings, 

The  pransings  of  their  strong  ones. 
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Antistrophe 

Women .     Curse  ye,  Meroz,  said  the  angel  of  the  Lord, 
Curse  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
Because  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
To  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty! 

IV.   The  Retribution 

Strophe 

Men.  Blessed  above  women  shall  Jael  be,  the  wife  or' 

Heber  the  Kenite, 
Blessed  shall  she  be  above  women  in  the 
tent! 
He  asked  water,  and  she  gave  him  milk ; 

She  brought  him  butter  in  a  lordly  dish. 
She  put  her  hand  to  the  nail, 

And  her  right  hand  to  the  workman's  ham- 
mer; 
And  with  the  hammer  she  smote  Sisera. 
She  smote  through  his  head. 

Yea,  she   pierced  and  struck  through   his 
temples. 
At  her  feet  he  bowed,  he  fell,  he  lay : 
At  her  feet  he  bowed,  he  fell : 

Where  he  bowed,  there  he  fell  down  dead,' 
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Antistrophe 
Women.     Through  the  window  she  looked  forth,  and  cried, 
The  mother  of  Sisera,  through  the  lattice, 
"Why  is  his  chariot  so  long  in  coming? 

Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariots  ?  " 
Her  wise  ladies  answered  her, 

Yea,  she  returned  answer  to  herself, 
"Have  they  not  found, 
Have  they  not  divided  the  spoil  ? 

A  damsel,  two  damsels  to  every  man ; 
To  Sisera  a  spoil  of  divers  colours, 
A  spoil  of  divers  colours  of  embroidery, 

Of  divers  colours  of  embroidery  on  both 
sides,  on  the  necks  of  the  spoil! " 

Tutu.         So  let  all  thine  enemies  perish,  O  Lord  : 

But  let  them  that  love  him  be  as  the  sun 
when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might! 


VU 

Gideon  and  the  Midianites 

And  the  land  had  rest  forty  years.     And  the  children  of 
Israel  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Midian 
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seven  years.  And  the  hand  of  Midian  prevailed  against 
Israel :  and  because  of  Midian  the  children  of  Israel  made 
them  the  dens  which  are  in  the  mountains,  and  the  caves, 
and  the  strong  holds.  And  so  it  was,  when  Israel  had 
sown,  that  the  Midianites  came  up,  and  the  Amalekites, 
and  the  children  of  the  east ;  they  came  up  against  them ; 
and  they  encamped  against  them,  and  destroyed  the  in- 
crease of  the  earth,  till  thou  come  unto  Gaza,  and  left  no 
sustenance  in  Israel,  neither  sheep,  nor  ox,  nor  ass.  For 
they  came  up  with  their  cattle  and  their  tents,  they  came 
in  as  locusts  for  multitude ;  both  they  and  their  camels 
were  without  number:  and  they  came  into  the  land  to 
destroy  it.  And  Israel  was  brought  very  low  because  of 
Midian ;  and  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried 
unto  the  Lord  because  of  Midian,  that  the  Lord  sent  a 
prophet  unto  the  children  of  Israel :  and  he  said  unto  them, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  I  brought  you  up 
from  Egypt,  and  brought  you  forth  out  of  the  house  of 
bondage ;  and  I  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  that  oppressed  you, 
and  drave  them  out  from  before  you,  and  gave  you  their 
land ;  and  I  said  unto  you,  I  am  the  Lord  your  God ;  ye 
shall  not  fear  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whose  land  ye 
dwell :  but  ye  have  not  hearkened  unto  my  voice. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came,  and  sat  under  the  oak 
which  was  in  Ophrah,  that  pertained  unto  Joash  the 
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Abiezrite :  and  his  son  Gideon  was  beating  out  wheat  in 
the  winepress,  to  hide  it  from  the  Midianites.  And  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him,  and  said  unto  him, 
The  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  mighty  man  of  valour.  And 
Gideon  said  unto  him.  Oh,  my  lord,  if  the  Lord  be  with 
us,  why  then  is  all  this  befallen  us  ?  and  where  be  all  his 
wondrous  works  which  our  fathers  told  us  of,  saying,  Did 
not  the  Lord  bring  us  up  from  Egypt?  but  now  the  Lord 
hath  cast  us  off,  and  delivered  us  into  the  hand  of  Midian. 
And  the  Lord  looked  upon  him,  and  said,  Go  in  this  thy 
might,  and  save  Israel  from  the  hand  of  Midian  :  have  not 
I  sent  thee?  And  he  said  unto  him.  Oh  Lord,  wherewith 
shall  I  save  Israel?  behold,  my  family  is  the  poorest  in 
Manasseh,  and  I  am  the  least  in  my  father's  house.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  him.  Surely  I  will  be  with  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  smite  the  Midianites  as  one  man.  And  he  said 
unto  him,  If  now  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  then 
shew  me  a  sign  that  it  is  thou  that  talkest  with  me.  De- 
part not  hence,  I  pray  thee,  until  I  come  unto  thee,  and 
bring  forth  my  present,  and  lay  it  before  thee.  And  he 
said,  I  will  tarry  until  thou  come  again.  And  Gideon 
went  in,  and  made  ready  a  kid,  and  unleavened  cakes  of 
an  ephah  of  meal :  the  flesh  he  put  in  a  basket,  and  he  put 
the  broth  in  a  pot,  and  brought  it  out  unto  him  under  the 
oak,  and  presented  it.  And  the  angel  of  God  said  unto 
him.  Take  the  flesh  and  the  unleavened  cakes,  and  lay 
them  upon  this  rock,  and  pour  out  the  broth.  And  he  did 
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so.  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  put  forth  the  end  of  the 
staff  that  was  in  his  hand,  and  touched  the  flesh  and  the 
unleavened  cakes  ;  and  there  went  up  fire  out  of  the  rock, 
and  consumed  the  flesh  and  the  unleavened  cakes ;  and 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  departed  out  of  his  sight.  And 
Gideon  saw  that  he  was  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ;  and 
Gideon  said,  Alas,  O  Lord  God  !  forasmuch  as  I  have  seen 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  face  to  face.  And  the  Lord  said 
unto  him,  Peace  be  unto  thee ;  fear  not :  thou  shalt  not 
die.  Then  Gideon  built  an  altar  there  unto  the  Lord, 
and  called  it  Jehovah-shalom :  unto  this  day  it  is  yet  in 
Ophrah  of  the  Abiezrites. 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  Lord  said 
unto  him.  Take  thy  father's  bullock,  even  the  second  bul- 
lock of  seven  years  old,  and  throw  down  the  altar  of  Baal 
that  thy  father  hath,  and  cut  down  the  Asherah  that  is  by 
it :  and  build  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  upon  the  top 
of  this  strong  hold,  in  the  orderly  manner,  and  take  the 
second  bullock,  and  offer  a  burnt  offering  with  the  wood  of 
the  Asherah  which  thou  shalt  cut  down.  Then  Gideon 
took  ten  men  of  his  servants,  and  did  as  the  Lord  had 
spoken  unto  him :  and  it  came  to  pass,  because  he  feared 
his  fathers  household  and  the  men  of  the  city,  so  that  he 
could  not  do  it  by  day,  that  he  did  it  by  night.  And 
when  the  men  of  the  city  arose  early  in  the  morning,  be- 
hold, the  altar  of  Baal  was  broken  down,  and  the  Asherah 
was  cut  down  that  was  by  it,  and  the  second  bullock  was 
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offered  upon  the  altar  that  was  built.  And  they  said  one 
to  another,  Who  hath  done  this  thing?  And  when  they 
inquired  and  asked,  they  said,  Gideon,  the  son  of  Joash 
hath  done  this  thing.  Then  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto 
Joash,  Bring  out  thy  son,  that  he  may  die :  because  he 
hath  broken  down  the  altar  of  Baal,  and  because  he  hath 
cut  down  the  Asherah,  that  was  by  it.  And  Joash  said 
unto  all  that  stood  against  him,  Will  ye  plead  for  Baal?  or 
will  ye  save  him  ?  he  that  will  plead  for  him,  let  him  be  put 
to  death  whilst  it  is  yet  morning  :  if  he  be  a  god,  let  him 
plead  for  himself,  because  one  hath  broken  down  his  altar. 
Therefore  on  that  day  he  called  him  '  Jerubbaal,'  saying, 
*Let  Baal  plead'  against  him,  because  he  hath  broken 
down  his  altar. 

Then  all  the  Midianites  and  the  Amalekites  and  the 
children  of  the  east  assembled  themselves  together ;  and 
they  passed  over,  and  pitched  in  the  valley  of  Jezreel. 
But  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Gideon ;  and  he 
blew  a  trumpet ;  and  Abiezer  was  gathered  together  after 
him.  And  he  sent  messengers  throughout  all  Manasseh  ; 
and  they  also  were  gathered  together  after  him :  and  he 
sent  messengers  unto  Asher,  and  unto  Zebulun,  and  unto 
Naphtali ;  and  they  came  up  to  meet  them.  And  Gideon 
said  unto  God,  If  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by  mine  hand,  as 
thou  hast  spoken,  behold,  I  will  put  a  fleece  of  wool  on 
the  threshing-floor ;  if  there  be  dew  on  the  fleece  only,  and 
it  be  dry  upon  all  the  ground,  then  shall  I  know  that  thou 
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wilt  save  Israel  by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast  spoken.  And 
it  was  so :  for  he  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow,  and  pressed 
the  fleece  together,  and  wringed  the  dew  out  of  the  fleece, 
a  bowlful  of  water.  And  Gideon  said  unto  God,  Let  not 
thine  anger  be  kindled  against  me,  and  I  will  speak  but 
this  once  :  let  me  prove,  I  pray  thee,  but  this  once  with  the 
fleece  ;  let  it  now  be  dry  only  upon  the  fleece,  and  upon  all 
the  ground  let  there  be  dew.  And  God  did  so  that  night : 
for  it  was  dry  upon  the  fleece  only,  and  there  was  dew  on 
all  the  ground. 

Then  Jerubbaal,  who  is  Gideon,  and  all  the  people  that 
were  with  him,  rose  up  early,  and  pitched  beside  the 
spring  of  Harod :  and  the  camp  of  Midian  was  on  the  north 
side  of  them,  by  the  hill  of  Moreh,  in  the  valley. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  The  people  that  are 
with  thee  are  too  many  for  me  to  give  the  Midianites  into 
their  hand,  lest  Israel  vaunt  themselves  against  me,  saying, 
Mine  own  hand  hath  saved  me.  Now  therefore  go  to, 
proclaim  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  saying.  Whosoever  is 
fearful  and  trembling,  let  him  return  and  depart  from 
mount  Gilead.  And  there  returned  of  the  people  twenty 
and  two  thousand ;  and  there  remained  ten  thousand. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  The  people  are  yet 
too  many ;  bring  them  down  unto  the  water,  and  I  will  try 
them  for  thee  there :  and  it  shall  be,  that  of  whom  I  say 
unto  thee.  This  shall  go  with  thee,  the  same  shall  go  with 
thee ;  and  of  whomsoever  I  say  unto  thee,  This  shall  not  go 
98 


The   Judges  6<^  Book  VI 

with  thee,  the  same  shall  not  go.  So  he  brought  down 
the  people  unto  the  water :  and  the  Lord  said  unto 
Gideon,  Every  one  that  lappeth  of  the  water  with  his 
tongue,  as  a  dog  lappeth,  him  shalt  thou  set  by  himself; 
likewise  every  one  that  boweth  down  upon  his  knees  to 
drink.  And  the  number  of  them  that  lapped,  putting  their 
hand  to  their  mouth,  was  three  hundred  men':  but  all 
the  rest  of  the  people  bowed  down  upon  their  knees  to 
drink  water.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  By  the 
three  hundred  men  that  lapped  will  I  save  you,  and  de- 
liver the  Midianites  into  thine  hand :  and  let  all  the  people 
go  every  man  unto  his  place.  So  the  people  took  victuals 
in  their  hand,  and  their  trumpets :  and  he  sent  all  the 
men  of  Israel  every  man  unto  his  tent,  but  retained  the 
three  hundred  men :  and  the  camp  of  Midian  was  beneath 
him  in  the  valley. 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  Lord  said 
unto  him.  Arise,  get  thee  down  into  the  camp ;  for  1  have 
delivered  it  into  thine  hand.  But  if  thou  fear  to  go  down, 
go  thou  v^^ith  Purah  thy  servant  down  to  the  camp :  and 
thou  shalt  hear  what  they  say ;  and  afterward  shall  thine 
hands  be  strengthened  to  go  down  into  the  camp.  Then 
went  he  down  with  Purah  his  servant  unto  the  outermost 
part  of  the  armed  men  that  were  in  the  camp.  And  the 
Midianites  and  the  Amalekites  and  all  the  children  of  the 
east  lay  along  in  the  valley  like  locusts  for  multitude ;  and 
their  camels  were  without  number,  as  the  sand  which  is 
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upon  the  sea  shore  for  muUitude.  And  when  Gideon  was 
come,  behold,  there  was  a  man  that  told  a  dream  unto  his 
fellow,  and  said,  Behold,  I  dreamed  a  dream,  and,  lo,  a 
cake  of  barley  bread  tumbled  into  the  camp  of  Midian, 
and  came  unto  the  tent,  and  smote  it  that  it  fell,  and  turned 
it  upside  down,  that  the  tent  lay  along.  And  his  fellow 
answered  and  said,  This  is  nothing  else  save  the  sword  of 
Gideon  the  son  of  Joash,  a  man  of  Israel :  into  his  hand 
God  hath  delivered  Midian,  and  all  the  host. 

And  it  was  so,  when  Gideon  heard  the  telling  of  the 
dream,  and  the  interpretation  thereof,  that  he  worshipped ; 
and  he  returned  into  the  camp  of  Israel,  and  said,  Arise ; 
for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  into  your  hand  the  host  of 
Midian.  And  he  divided  the  three  hundred  men  into 
three  companies,  and  he  put  into  the  hands  of  all  of  them 
trumpets,  and  empty  pitchers,  with  torches  within  the 
pitchers.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Look  on  me,  and  do 
likewise  :  and,  behold,  when  I  come  to  the  outermost  part 
of  the  camp,  it  shall  be  that,  as  I  do,  so  shall  ye  do. 
When  I  blow  the  trumpet,  I  and  all  that  are  with  me,  then 
blow  ye  the  trumpets  also  on  every  side  of  all  the  camp, 
and  say.  For  the  Lord  and  for  Gideon. 

So  Gideon,  and  the  hundred  men  that  were  with  him, 
came  unto  the  outermost  part  of  the  camp  in  the  beginning 
of  the  middle  watch,  when  they  had  but  newly  set  the 
watch :  and  they  blew  the  trumpets,  and  brake  in  pieces 
the  pitchers  that  were  in  their  hands.     And  the  three  com- 


The    Judges  6«^  Book  VI 

panics  blew  the  trumpets,  and  brake  the  pitchers,  and  held 
the  torches  in  their  left  hands,  and  the  trumpets  in  their 
right  hands  to  blow  withal :  and  they  cried,  The  sword  of 
the  Lord  and  of  Gideon.  And  they  stood  every  man  in 
his  place  round  about  the  camp  :  and  all  the  host  ran ;  and 
they  shouted,  and  put  them  to  flight.  And  they  blew  the 
three  hundred  trumpets,  and  the  Lord  set  every  man's 
sword  against  his  fellow,  and  against  all  the  host :  and  the 
host  fled  as  far  as  Beth-shittah  toward  Zererah,  as  far  as 
the  border  of  Abel-meholah,  by  Tabbath.  And  the  men 
of  Israel  were  gathered  together  out  of  Naphtali,  and 
out  of  Asher,  and  out  of  all  Manasseh,  and  pursued  after 
Midian.  And  Gideon  sent  messengers  throughout  all  the 
hill  country  of  Ephraim,  saying,  Come  down  against  Mid- 
ian, and  take  before  them  the  waters,  as  far  as  Beth-barah, 
even  Jordan.  So  all  the  men  of  Ephraim  were  gathered 
together,  and  took  the  waters  as  far  as  Beth-barah,  even 
Jordan.  And  they  took  the  two  princes  of  Midian,  Oreb 
and  Zeeb ;  and  they  slew  Oreb  at  the  rock  of  Oreb,  and 
Zeeb  they  slew  at  the  winepress  of  Zeeb,  and  pursued 
Midian :  and  they  brought  the  heads  of  Oreb  and  Zeeb 
to  Gideon  beyond  Jordan. 

And  the  men  of  Ephraim  said  unto  him,  Why  hast  thou 
served  us  thus,  that  thou  calledst  us  not,  when  thou  went- 
est  to  fight  with  Midian  ?  And  they  did  chide  with  him 
sharply.  And  he  said  unto  them,  What  have  I  now  done 
in  comparison  of  you?     Is  not  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes 
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of  Ephraim  better  than  the  vintage  of  Abiezer?  God  hath 
delivered  into  your  hand  the  princes  of  Midian,  Oreb  and 
Zeeb :  and  what  was  I  able  to  do  in  comparison  of  you? 
Then  their  anger  was  abated  toward  him,  when  he  had 
said  that.  And  Gideon  came  to  Jordan,  and  passed  over, 
he,  and  the  three  hundred  men  that  were  with  him,  faint, 
yet  pursuing.  And  he  said  unto  the  men  of  Succoth,  Give, 
I  pray  you,  loaves  of  bread  unto  the  people  that  follow  me  ; 
for  they  be  faint,  and  I  am  pursuing  after  Zebah  and  Zal- 
munna,  the  kings  of  Midian.  And  the  princes  of  Succoth 
said,  Are  the  hands  of  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  now  in  thine 
hand,  that  we  should  give  bread  unto  thine  army  ?  And 
Gideon  said.  Therefore  when  the  Lord  hath  delivered  Ze- 
bah and  Zalmunna  into  mine  hand,  then  I  will  tear  your 
flesh  with  the  thorns  of  the  wilderness  and  with  briers. 
And  he  went  up  thence  to  Penuel,  and  spake  unto  them  in 
like  manner :  and  the  men  of  Penuel  answered  him  as  the 
men  of  Succoth  had  answered.  And  he  spake  also  unto 
the  men  of  Penuel,  saying.  When  I  come  again  in  peace,  I 
will  break  down  this  tower. 

Now  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  were  in  Karkor,  and  their 
hosts  with  them,  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  all  that  were 
left  of  all  the  host  of  the  children  of  the  east :  for  there 
fell  an  hundred  and  tv/enty  thousand  men  that  drew 
sword.  And  Gideon  went  up  by  the  way  of  them  that 
dwelt  in  tents  on  the  east  of  Nobah  and  Jogbehah,  and 
smote  the  host ;  for  the  host  was  secure.     And  Zebah  and 
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Zalmunna  fled ;  and  he  pursued  after  them  ;  and  he  took 
the  two  kings  of  Midian,  Zebah  and  Zahnunna,  and  dis- 
comfited all  the  host.  And  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  re- 
turned from  the  battle  from  the  ascent  of  Heres.  And  he 
caught  a  young  man  of  the  men  of  Succoth,  and  inquired 
of  him  :  and  he  described  for  him  the  princes  of  Succoth, 
and  the  elders  thereof,  seventy  and  seven  men.  And  he 
came  unto  the  men  of  Succoth,  and  said.  Behold  Zebah 
and  Zalmunna,  concerning  whom  ye  did  taunt  me,  saying, 
Are  the  hands  of  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  now  in  thine  hand, 
that  we  should  give  bread  unto  thy  men  that  are  weary? 
And  he  took  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  thorns  of  the 
w^ilderness  and  briers,  and  with  them  he  taught  the  men  of 
Succoth.  And  he  brake  down  the  tower  of  Penuel,  and 
slew  the  men  of  the  city.  Then  said  he  unto  Zebah  and 
Zalmunna,  What  manner  of  men  were  they  whom  ye  slew 
at  Tabor?  And  they  answered.  As  thou  art,  so  were  they ; 
each  one  resembled  the  children  of  a  king.  And  he  said, 
They  were  my  brethren,  the  sons  of  my  mother :  as  the 
Lord  liveth,  if  ye  had  saved  them  alive,  I  would  not  slay 
you.  And  he  said  unto  Jether  his  firstborn.  Up,  and  slay 
them.  But  the  youth  drew  not  his  sword:  for  he  feared, 
because  he  was  yet  a  youth.  Then  Zebah  and  Zalmunna 
said.  Rise  thou,  and  fall  upon  us  :  for  as  the  man  is,  so  is 
his  strength.  And  Gideon  arose,  and  slew  Zebah  and  Zal- 
munna, and  took  the  crescents  that  were  on  their  camels' 
necks. 
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Then  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  Gideon,  Rule  thou 
over  us,  both  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy  son's  son  also : 
for  thou  hast  saved  us  out  of  the  hand  of  Midian.  And 
Gideon  said  unto  them,  I  will  not  rule  over  you,  neither 
shall  my  son  rule  over  you :  the  Lord  shall  rule  over  you. 
And  Gideon  said  unto  them,  I  would  desire  a  request  of 
you,  that  ye  would  give  me  every  man  the  earrings  of  his 
spoil.  (For  they  had  golden  earrings,  because  they  were 
Ishmaelites.)  And  they  answered.  We  will  willingly  give 
them.  And  they  spread  a  garment,  and  did  cast  therein 
every  man  the  earrings  of  his  spoil.  And  the  weight  of 
the  golden  earrings  that  he  requested  was  a  thousand  and 
seven  hundred  shekels  of  gold ;  beside  the  crescents,  and 
the  pendants,  and  the  purple  raiment  that  was  on  the  kings 
of  Midian,  and  beside  the  chains  that  wxre  about  their 
camels'  necks.  And  Gideon  made  an  ephod  thereof,  and 
put  it  in  his  city,  even  in  Ophrah :  and  all  Israel  went 
a  whoring  after  it  there :  and  it  became  a  snare  unto 
Gideon,  and  to  his  house.  So  Midian  was  subdued  be- 
fore the  children  of  Israel,  and  they  lifted  up  their  heads 
no  more.  And  the  land  had  rest  forty  years  in  the  days 
of  Gideon. 
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Crowning  of  Abimelech  by  the  Men  of  Shechem 

And  Jerubbaal  the  son  of  Joash  went  and  dwelt  in  his 
own  house.  And  Gideon  had  threescore  and  ten  sons  of 
his  body  begotten  :  fot  he  had  many  wives.  And  his  con- 
cubine that  was  in  Shechem,  she  also  bare  him  a  son,  and 
he  called  his  name  Abimelech.  And  Gideon  the  son  of 
Joash  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  buried  in  the 
sepulchre  of  Joash  his  father,  in  Ophrah  of  the  Abiezrites. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Gideon  was  dead,  that 
the  children  of  Israel  turned  again,  and  went  a  whoring 
after  the  Baalim,  and  made  Baal-berith  their  god.  And 
the  children  of  Israel  remembered  not  the  Lord  their 
God,  who  had  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  all  their 
enemies  on  every  side :  neither  shewed  they  kindness  to 
the  house  of  Jerubbaal,  who  is  Gideon,  according  to  all 
the  goodness  which  he  had  shewed  unto  Israel. 

And  Abimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbaal  went  to  Shechem 
unto  his  mother's  brethren,  and  spake  with  them,  and  with 
all  the  family  of  the  house  of  his  mother's  father,  saying, 
Speak,  I  pray  you,  in  the  ears  of  all  the  men  of  Shechem, 
Whether  is  better  for  you,  that  all  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal, 
which  are  threescore  and  ten  persons,  rule  over  you,  or 
that  one  rule  over  you?  remember  also  that  I  am  your 
bone  and  your  flesh.  And  his  mother's  brethren  spake 
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of  him  in  the  ears  of  all  the  men  of  Shechem  all  these 
words  :  and  their  hearts  inclined  to  follow  Abimelech  ;  for 
they  said,  He  is  our  brother.  And  they  gave  him  three- 
score and  ten  pieces  of  silver  out  of  the  house  of  Baal- 
berith,  wherewith  Abimelech  hired  vain  and  light  fellows, 
which  followed  him.  And  he  went  unto  his  father's  house 
at  Ophrah,  and  slew  his  brethren  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal, 
being  threescore  and  ten  persons,  upon  one  stone :  but 
Jotham  the  youngest  son  of  Jerubbaal  was  left ;  for  he 
hid  himself. 

And  all  the  men  of  Shechem  assembled  themselves 
together,  and  all  the  house  of  Millo,  and  went  and  made 
Abimelech  king,  by  the  oak  of  the  pillar  that  was  in 
Shechem.  And  when  they  told  it  to  Jotham,  he  went  and 
stood  in  the  top  of  mount  Gerizim,  and  lifted  up  his  voice, 
and  cried,  and  said  unto  them,  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  men 
of  Shechem,  that  God  may  hearken  unto  you.  The  trees 
went  forth  on  a  time  to  anoint  a  king  over  them  ;  and  they 
said  unto  the  olive  tree,  Reign  thou  over  us.  But  the  olive 
tree  said  unto  them^Should  I  leave  my  fatness,  wherewith 
by  me  they  honour  God  and  man,  and  go  to  wave  to  and 
fro  over  the  trees?  And  the  trees  said  to  the  fig  tree, 
Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  But  the  fig  tree  said  unto 
them,  Should  I  leave  my  sweetness,  and  my  good  fruit,  and 
go  to  wave  to  and  fro  over  the  trees  ?  And  the  trees  said 
unto  the  vine.  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  And  tlie 
vine  said  unto  them,  Should  I  leave  my  wine,  which  cheer- 
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eth  God  and  man,  and  go  to  wave  to  and  fro  over  the 
trees?  Then  said  all  the  trees  unto  the  bramble,  Come 
thou,  and  reign  over  us.  And  the  bramble  said  unto  the 
trees,  If  in  truth  ye  anoint  me  king  over  you,  then  come 
and  put  your  trust  in  my  shadow :  and  if  not,  let  fire  come 
out  of  the  bramble,  and  devour  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 
Now  therefore,  if  ye  have  dealt  truly  and  uprightly,  in  that 
ye  have  made  Abimelech  king,  and  if  ye  have  dealt  well 
with  Jerubbaal  and  his  house,  and  have  done  unto  him 
according  to  the  deserving  of  his  hands  ;  —  for  my  father 
fought  for  you,  and  adventured  his  life,  and  delivered  you 
out  of  the  hand  of  Midian :  and  ye  are  risen  up  against 
my  father's  house  this  day,  and  have  slain  his  sons,  three- 
score and  ten  persons,  upon  one  stone,  and  have  made 
Abimelech,  the  son  of  his  maidservant,  king  over  the  men 
of  Shechem,  because  he  is  your  brother ;  —  if  ye  then  have 
dealt  truly  and  uprightly  with  Jerubbaal  and  with  his  house 
this  day,  then  rejoice  ye  in  Abimelech,  and  let  him  also 
rejoice  in  you :  but  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  from  Abime- 
lech, and  devour  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  the  house  of 
Millo ;  and  let  fire  come  out  from  tlie  men  of  Shechem, 
and  from  the  house  of  Millo,  and  devour  Abimelech.  And 
Jotham  ran  away,  and  fled,  and  went  to  Beer,  and  dwelt 
there,  for  fear  of  Abimelech  his  brother. 

And  Abimelech  was  prince  over  Israel  three  years.     And 
God  sent  an  evil  spirit  between  Abimelech  and  the  men 
of  Shechem ;  and  the  men  of  Shechem  dealt  treacherously 
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with  Abimelech :  that  the  violence  done  to  the  threescore 
and  ten  sons  of  Jerubbaal  might  come,  and  that  their  blood 
might  be  laid  upon  Abimelech  their  brother,  which  slew 
them,  and  upon  the  men  of  Shechem,  which  strengthened 
his  hands  to  slay  his  brethren.  And  the  men  of  Shechem 
set  Hers  in  wait  for  him  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and 
they  robbed  all  that  came  along  that  way  by  them :  and  it 
was  told  Abimelech. 

And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  came  with  his  brethren,  and 
went  over  to  Shechem  :  and  the  men  of  Shechem  put  their 
trust  in  him.  And  they  went  out  into  the  field,  and  gath- 
ered their  vineyards,  and  trode  the  grapes,  and  held  festi- 
val, and  went  into  the  house  of  their  god,  and  did  eat  and 
drink,  and  cursed  Abimelech.  And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed 
said,  Who  is  Abimelech,  and  who  is  Shechem,  that  we 
should  serve  him?  is  not  he  the  son  of  Jerubbaal?  and 
Zebul  his  officer  ?  serve  ye  the  men  of  Hamor  the  father 
of  Shechem  :  but  why  should  we  serve  him  ?  And  would 
to  God  this  people  were  under  my  hand!  then  would  I 
remove  Abimelech.  And  he  said  to  Abimelech,  Increase 
thine  army,  and  come  out.  And  when  Zebul  the  ruler  of 
the  city  heard  the  words  of  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed,  his 
anger  was  kindled.  And  he  sent  messengers  unto  Abime- 
lech craftily,  saying,  Behold,  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  and  his 
brethren  are  come  to  Shechem ;  and,  behold,  they  con- 
strain the  city  to  take  part  against  thee.  Now  therefore, 
up  by  night,  thou  and  the  people  that  is  with  thee,  and  lie 
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in  wait  in  the  field  :  and  it  shall  be,  that  in  the  morning, 
as  soon  as  the  sun  is  up,  thou  shalt  rise  early,  and  set  upon 
the  city  :  and,  behold,  when  he  and  the  people  that  is  with 
him  come  out  against  thee,  then  mayest  thou  do  to  them 
as  thou  shalt  find  occasion. 

And  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  all  the  people  that  were 
with  him,  by  night,  and  they  laid  wait  against  Shechem  in 
four  companies.  And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  went  out,  and 
stood  in  the  entering  of  the  gate  of  the  city :  and  Abime- 
lech rose  up,  and  the  people  that  were  with  him,  from  the 
ambushment.  And  when  Gaal  saw  the  people,  he  said  to 
Zebul,  Behold,  there  come  people  down  from  the  tops  of 
the  mountains.  And  Zebul  said  unto  him.  Thou  seest  the 
shadow  of  the  mountains  as  if  they  were  men.  And  Gaal 
spake  again  and  said,  See,  there  come  people  down  by  the 
middle  of  the  land,  and  one  company  cometh  by  the  way 
of  the  oak  of  Meonenim.  Then  said  Zebul  unto  him, 
Where  is  now  thy  mouth,  that  thou  saidst,  Who  is  Abime- 
lech, that  we  should  serve  him?  is  not  this  the  people  that 
thou  hast  despised?  go  out  now,  I  pray,  and  fight  with 
them.  And  Gaal  went  out  before  the  men  of  Shechem, 
and  fought  with  Abimelech.  And  Abimelech  chased  him, 
and  he  fled  before  him,  and  there  fell  many  wounded,  even 
unto  the  entering  of  the  gate.  And  Abimelech  dwelt  at 
Arumah  :  and  Zebul  drave  out  Gaal  and  his  brethren,  that 
they  should  not  dwell  in  Shechem.  And  it  came  to  pass 
on  the  morrow,  that  the  people  went  out  into  the  field ; 
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and  they  told  Abimelech.  And  he  took  the  people,  and 
divided  them  into  three  companies,  and  laid  wait  in  the 
field ;  and  he  looked,  and,  behold,  the  people  came  forth 
out  of  the  city ;  and  he  rose  up  against  them,  and  smote 
them.  And  Abimelech,  and  the  companies  that  were  with 
him,  rushed  forward,  and  stood  in  the  entering  of  the  gate 
of  the  city :  and  the  two  companies  rushed  upon  all  that 
were  in  the  field,  and  smote  them.  And  Abimelech  fought 
against  the  city  all  that  day ;  and  he  took  the  city,  and 
slew  the  people  that  was  therein :  and  he  beat  down  the 
city,  and  sowed  it  with  salt. 

And  when  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of  Shechem  heard 
thereof,  they  entered  into  the  hold  of  the  house  of  El- 
berith.  And  it  was  told  Abimelech  that  all  the  men  of  the 
tower  of  Shechem  were  gathered  together.  And  Abime- 
lech gat  him  up  to  mount  Zalmon,  he  and  all  the  people 
that  were  with  him;  and  Abimelech  took  an  axe  in  his 
hand,  and  cut  down  a  bough  from  the  trees,  and  took  it 
up,  and  laid  it  on  his  shoulder :  and  he  said  unto  the 
people  that  were  with  him.  What  ye  have  seen  me  do, 
make  haste,  and  do  as  I  have  done.  And  all  the  people 
likewise  cut  down  every  man  his  bough,  and  followed 
Abimelech,  and  put  them  to  the  hold,  and  set  the  hold  on 
fire  upon  them ;  so  that  all  the  men  of  the  tower  of 
Shechem  died  also,  about  a  thousand  men  and  women. 

Then  went  Abimelech  to  Thebez,  and  encamped  against 
Thebez,  and  took  it.    But  there  was  a  strong  tower  within 
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the  city,  and  thither  fled  all  the  men  and  women,  and  all 
they  of  the  city,  and  shut  themselves  in,  and  gat  them  up 
to  the  roof  of  the  tower.  And  Abimelech  came  unto  the 
tower,  and  fought  against  it,  and  went  hard  unto  the  door 
of  the  tower  to  burn  it  with  fire.  And  a  certain  woman 
cast  an  upper  millstone  upon  Abimelech's  head,  and  brake 
his  skull.  Then  he  called  hastily  unto  the  young  man  his 
armourbearer,  and  said  unto  him.  Draw  thy  sword,  and  kill 
me,  that  men  say  not  of  me,  A  woman  slew  him.  And  his 
young  man  thrust  him  through,  and  he  died.  And  when 
the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  Abimelech  was  dead,  they  de- 
parted every  man  unto  his  place.  Thus  God  requited  the 
wickedness  of  Abimelech,  which  he  did  unto  his  father,  in 
slaying  his  seventy  brethren  :  and  all  the  wickedness  of  the 
men  of  Shechem  did  God  requite  upon  their  heads :  and 
upon  them  came  the  curse  of  Jotham  the  son  of  Jerubbaal. 

g.  And  after  Abimelech  there  arose  to  save  Israel  Tola 
the  son  of  Puah,  the  son  of  Dodo,  a  man  of  Issachar ;  and 
he  dwelt  in  Shamir  in  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim.  And 
he  judged  Israel  twenty  and  three  years,  and  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Shamir. 

lo.  And  after  him  arose  Jair,  the  Gileadite ;  and  he  judged 
Israel  twenty  and  two  years.  And  he  had  thirty  sons  that 
rode  on  thirty  ass  colts,  and  they  had  thirty  cities,  which 
are  called  Havvoth-jair  unto  this  day,  which  are  in  the  land 
of  Gilead.  And  Jair  died,  and  was  buried  in  Kamon. 
Ill 
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xi 

Jephthah  and  the  Ammonites 

And  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  that  which  was  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  served  the  Baalim,  and  the 
Ashtaroth,  and  the  gods  of  Syria,  and  the  gods  of  Zidon, 
and  the  gods  of  Moab,  and  the  gods  of  the  children  of 
Amnion,  and  the  gods  of  the  Philistines  ;  and  they  forsook 
the  Lord,  and  served  him  not.  And  the  anger  of  the 
Lord  v/as  kindled  against  Israel,  and  he  sold  them  into 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  and  into  the  hand  of  the 
children  of  Ammon.  And  they  vexed  and  oppressed  the 
children  of  Israel  that  year:  eighteen  years  oppressed  they 
all  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  beyond  Jordan  in  the 
land  of  the  Amorites,  which  is  in  Gilead.  And  the 
children  of  Ammon  passed  over  Jordan  to  fight  also 
against  Judah,  and  against  Benjamin,  and  against  the 
house  of  Ephraim ;  so  that  Israel  was  sore  distressed. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord,  saying. 
We  have  sinned  against  thee,  even  because  we  have  for- 
saken our  God,  and  have  served  the  Baalim.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Did  not  I  save  you 
from  the  Egyptians,  and  from  the  Amorites,  from  the 
children  of  Ammon,  and  from  the  Philistines?  The  Zido- 
nians  also,  and  the  Amalekites,  and  the  Maonites,  did 
oppress  you ;  and  ye  cried  unto  me,  and  I  saved  you  out 
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of  their  hand.  Yet  ye  have  forsaken  me,  and  served  other 
gods :  wherefore  I  will  save  you  no  more.  Go  and  cry 
unto  the  gods  which  ye  have  chosen ;  let  them  save  you 
in  the  time  of  your  distress.  And  the  children  of  Israel 
said  unto  the  Lord,  We  have  sinned :  do  thou  unto  us 
whatsoever  seemeth  good  unto  thee ;  only  deliver  us,  we 
pray  thee,  this  day.  And  they  put  away  the  strange  gods 
from  among  them,  and  served  the  Lord  :  and  his  soul 
was  grieved   for  the  misery  of  Israel. 

Then  the  children  of  Ammon  were  gathered  together, 
and  encamped  in  Gilead.  And  the  children  of  Israel  as- 
sembled themselves  together,  and  encamped  in  Mizpah. 
And  the  people,  the  princes  of  Gilead,  said  one  to  another, 
What  man  is  he  that  will  begin  to  fight  against  the  chil- 
dren of  Ammon?  he  shall  be  head  over  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Gilead. 

Now  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  was  a  mighty  man  of  valour, 
and  he  was  the  son  of  an  harlot :  and  Gilead  begat  Jeph- 
thah. And  Gilead's  wife  bare  him  sons  ;  and  when  his 
wife's  sons  grew  up,  they  drave  out  Jephthah,  and  said 
unto  him,  Thou  shalt  not  inherit  in  our  father's  house  ;  for 
thou  art  the  son  of  another  woman.  Then  Jephthah  fled 
from  his  brethren,  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Tob  :  and 
there  were  gathered  vain  fellows  to  Jephthah,  and  they 
went  out  with  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  a  while,  that  the  children  of 
Ammon  made  war  against  Israel.  And  it  was  so,  that 
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when  the  children  of  Ammon  made  war  against  Israel,  the 
elders  of  Gilead  went  to  fetch  Jephthah  out  of  the  land  of 
Tob:  and  they  said  unto  Jephthah,  Come  and  be  our  chief, 
that  we  may  fight  with  the  children  of  Ammon.  And 
Jephthah  said  unto  the  elders  of  Gilead,  Did  not  ye  hate 
me,  and  drive  me  out  of  my  father's  house  ?  and  why  are 
ye  come  unto  me  now  when  ye  are  in  distress?  And  the 
elders  of  Gilead  said  unto  Jephthah,  Therefore  are  we 
turned  again  to  thee  now,  that  thou  mayest  go  with  us, 
and  fight  with  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  thou  shalt  be 
our  head  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead.  And  Jephthah 
said  unto  the  elders  of  Gilead,  If  ye  bring  me  home  again 
to  fight  with  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  the  Lord 
deliver  them  before  me,  shall  I  be  your  head?  And  the 
elders  of  Gilead  said  unto  Jephthah,  The  Lord  shall  be 
witness  between  us ;  surely  according  to  thy  word  so  will 
we  do.  Then  Jephthah  went  with  the  elders  of  Gilead, 
and  the  people  made  him  head  and  chief  over  them :  and 
Jephthah  spake  all  his  words  before  the  Lord  in  Mizpah. 
And  Jephthah  sent  messengers  unto  the  king  of  the 
children  of  Ammon,  saying.  What  hast  thou  to  do  with 
me,  that  thou  art  come  unto  me  to  fight  against  my  land  ? 
And  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon  answered  unto 
the  messengers  of  Jephthah,  Because  Israel  took  away  my 
land,  when  he  came  up  out  of  Egypt,  from  Arnon  even 
unto  Jabbok,  and  unto  Jordan  :  now  therefore  restore  those 
lands  again  peaceably.  And  Jephthah  sent  messengers 
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again  unto  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon :  and  he 
said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  Jephthah :  Israel  took  not  away 
the  land  of  Moab,  nor  the  land  of  the  children  of  Ammon : 
but  when  they  came  up  from  Egypt,  and  Israel  Avalked 
through  the  wilderness  unto  the  Red  Sea,  and  came  to 
Kadesh ;  then  Israel  sent  messengers  unto  the  king  of 
Edom,  saying,  Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  pass  through  thy  land : 
but  the  king  of  Edom  hearkened  not.  And  in  like  man- 
ner he  sent  unto  the  king  of  Moab  :  but  he  would  not : 
and  Israel  abode  in  Kadesh.  Then  he  walked  through 
the  wilderness,  and  compassed  the  land  of  Edom,  and  the 
land  of  Moab,  and  came  by  the  east  side  of  the  land  of 
Moab,  and  they  pitched  on  the  other  side  of  Arnon ;  but 
they  came  not  within  the  border  of  Moab,  for  Arnon  was 
the  border  of  Moab.  And  Israel  sent  messengers  unto 
Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  the  king  of  Heshbon ;  and 
Israel  said  unto  him,  Let  us  pass,  we  pray  thee,  through 
thy  land  unto  my  place.  But  Sihon  trusted  not  Israel  to 
pass  through  his  border:  but  Sihon  gathered  all  his  people 
together,  and  pitched  in  Jahaz,  and  fought  against  Israel. 
And  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  delivered  Sihon  and  all 
his  people  into  the  hand  of  Israel,  and  they  smote  them : 
so  Israel  possessed  all  the  land  of  the  Amorites,  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country.  And  they  possessed  all  the 
border  of  the  Amorites,  from  Arnon  even  unto  Jabbok, 
and  from  the  wilderness  even  unto  Jordan.  So  now  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  hath  dispossessed  the  Amorites 
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from  before  his  people  Israel,  and  shouldest  thou  possess 
them  ?  Wilt  not  thou  possess  that  which  Chemosh  thy  god 
giveth  thee  to  possess  ?  So  whomsoever  the  Lord  our  God 
hath  dispossessed  from  before  us,  them  will  we  possess. 
And  now  art  thou  anything  better  than  Balak  the  son  of 
Zippor,  king  of  Moab  ?  did  he  ever  strive  against  Israel, 
or  did  he  ever  fight  against  them  ?  While  Israel  dwelt  in 
Heshbon  and  her  towns,  and  in  Aroer  and  her  towns,  and 
in  all  the  cities  that  are  along  by  the  side  of  Arnon,  three 
hundred  years  ;  wherefore  did  ye  not  recover  them  within 
that  time?  I  therefore  have  not  sinned  against  thee,  but 
thou  doest  me  wrong  to  war  against  me :  the  Lord,  the 
Judge,  be  judge  this  day  between  the  children  of  Israel 
and  the  children  of  Ammon.  Howbeit  the  king  of  the 
children  of  Ammon  hearkened  not  unto  the  words  of 
Jephthah  which  he  sent  him. 

Then  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jephthah,  and 
he  passed  over  Gilead  and  Manasseh,  and  passed  over 
Mizpeh  of  Gilead,  and  from  Mizpeh  of  Gilead  he  passed 
over  unto  the  children  of  Ammon.  And  Jephthah  vowed 
a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  said.  If  thou  wilt  indeed  deliver 
the  children  of  Ammon  into  mine  hand,  then  it  shall  be, 
that  whatsoever  cometh  fortli  of  the  doors  of  my  house  to 
meet  me,  when  I  return  in  peace  from  the  children  of 
Ammon,  it  shall  be  the  Lord's,  and  I  will  offer  it  up  for  a 
burnt  offering.  So  Jephthah  passed  over  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Ammon  to  fight  against  them;  and  the  Lord 
ii6 


The    Judges  8^  Book  VI 

delivered  them  into  his  hand.  And  he  smote  them  from 
Aroer  until  thou  come  to  Minnith,  even  twenty  cities,  and 
unto  Abel-cheramim,  with  a  very  great  slaughter.  So  the 
children  of  Amnion  were  subdued  before  the  children  of 
Israel. 

And  Jephthah  came  to  Mizpah  unto  his  house,  and, 
behold,  his  daughter  came  out  to  meet  him  with  timbrels 
and  with  dances  :  and  she  was  his  only  child  ;  beside  her 
he  had  neither  son  nor  daughter.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  he  saw  her,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  said,  Alas, 
my  daughter !  thou  hast  brought  me  very  low,  and  thou 
art  one  of  them  that  trouble  me :  for  I  have  opened  my 
mouth  unto  the  Lord,  and  I  cannot  go  back.  And  she 
said  unto  him,  My  father,  thou  hast  opened  thy  mouth 
unto  the  Lord  ;  do  unto  me  according  to  that  which  hath 
proceeded  out  of  thy  mouth  ;  forasmuch  as  the  Lord  hath 
taken  vengeance  for  thee  of  thine  enemies,  even  of  the 
children  of  Ammon.  And  she  said  unto  her  father,  Let 
this  thing  be  done  for  me :  let  me  alone  two  m.onths,  that 
I  may  depart  and  go  down  upon  the  mountains,  and  be- 
wail my  virginity,  I  and  my  companions.  And  he  said, 
Go.  And  he  sent  her  away  for  two  months :  and  she 
departed,  she  and  her  companions,  and  bewailed  her  vir- 
ginity upon  the  mountains.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the 
end  of  two  months,  that  she  returned  unto  her  father,  who 
did  with  her  according  to  his  vow  which  he  had  vowed : 
and  she  had  not  known  man.  And  it  was  a  custom  in 
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Israel,  that  tlie  daughters  of  Israel  went  yearly  to  celebrate 
the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  four  days  in  a  year. 
And  the  men  of  Ephraim  were  gathered  together,  and 
passed  northward ;  and  they  said  unto  Jephthah,  Where- 
fore passedst  thou  over  to  fight  against  the  children  of 
Ammon,  and  didst  not  call  us  to  go  with  thee  ?  we  will 
burn  thine  house  upon  thee  with  fire.  And  Jephthah 
said  unto  them,  I  and  my  people  were  at  great  strife  with 
the  children  of  Ammon ;  and  when  I  called  you,  ye  saved 
me  not  out  of  their  hand.  And  when  I  saw  that  ye  saved 
me  not,  I  put  my  life  in  my  hand,  and  passed  over  against 
the  children  of  Ammon,  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into 
my  hand:  wherefore  then  are  ye  come  up  unto  me  this 
day,  to  fight  against  me  ?  Then  Jephthah  gathered  to- 
gether all  the  men  of  Gilead,  and  fought  with  Ephraim : 
and  the  men  of  Gilead  smote  Ephraim,  because  they  said. 
Ye  are  fugitives  of  Ephraim,  ye  Gileadites,  in  the  midst  of 
Ephraim,  and  in  the  midst  of  Manasseh.  And  the 
Gileadites  took  the  fords  of  Jordan  against  the  Ephraim- 
ites :  and  it  was  so,  that  when  any  of  the  fugitives  of 
Ephraim  said.  Let  me  go  over,  the  men  of  Gilead  said 
unto  him,  Art  thou  an  Ephraimite  ?  If  he  said.  Nay; 
then  said  they  unto  him.  Say  now  Shibboleth ;  and  he 
said  Sibboleth ;  for  he  could  not  frame  to  pronounce  it 
right ;  then  they  laid  hold  on  him,  and  slew  him  at  the 
fords  of  Jordan :  and  there  fell  at  that  time  of  Ephraim 
forty  and  two  thousand. 

ii8 


The   Judges  &>-  Book  VI 

12.  And  Jephthah  judged  Israel  six  years.  Then  died 
Jephthah  the  Gileadite,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  cities 
of  Gilead. 

13.  And  after  him  Ibzan  of  Beth-lehem  judged  Israel. 
And  he  had  thirty  sons,  and  thirty  daughters  he  sent 
abroad,  and  thirty  daughters  he  brought  in  from  abroad 
for  his  sons.  And  he  judged  Israel  seven  years.  And 
Ibzan  died,  and  was  buried  at  Beth-lehem. 

14.  And  after  him  Elon  the  Zebulunite  judged  Israel ; 
and  he  judged  Israel  ten  years.  And  Elon  the  Zebulunite 
died,  and  was  buried  in  Aijalon  in  the  land  of  Zebulun. 

15.  And  after  him  Abdon  the  son  of  Hillel  the  Pirathon- 
ite  judged  Israel.  And  he  had  forty  sons  and  thirty 
sons'  sons,  that  rode  on  threescore  and  ten  ass  colts : 
and  he  judged  Israel  eight  years.  And  Abdon  the  son  of 
Hillel  the  Pirathonite  died,  and  was  buried  in  Pirathon  in 
the  land  of  Ephraim,  in  the  hill  country  of  the  Amalekites. 

16.  And  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  that  which  was 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  delivered 
them  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  forty  years. 


XVll 

Birth  of  Samson 

And  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Zorah,  of  the  family 
of  the  Danites,  whose  name  was  IManoah ;  and  his  wife 
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^vas  barren,  and  bare  not.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  the  woman,  and  said  unto  her,  Behold  now 
thou  art  barren,  and  bearest  not :  but  thou  shalt  conceive, 
and  bear  a  son.  Now  therefore  beware,  I  pray  thee,  and 
drink  no  wine  nor  strong  drink,  and  eat  not  any  unclean 
thing :  for,  lo,  thou  shalt  conceive,  and  bear  a  son ;  and 
no  razor  shall  come  upon  his  head  :  for  the  child  shall  be 
a  Nazirite  unto  God  from  the  womb :  and  he  shall  begin 
to  save  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  Then 
the  woman  came  and  told  her  husband,  saying,  A  man  of 
God  came  unto  me,  and  his  countenance  was  like  the 
countenance  of  the  angel  of  God,  very  terrible ;  and  I 
asked  him  not  whence  he  was,  neither  told  he  me  his 
name :  but  he  said  unto  me,  Behold,  thou  shalt  conceive, 
and  bear  a  son ;  and  now  drink  no  wine  nor  strong  drink, 
and  eat  not  any  unclean  thing :  for  the  child  shall  be  a 
Nazirite  unto  God  from  the  womb  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
Then  Manoah  intreated  the  Lord,  and  said.  Oh  Lord,  I 
pray  thee,  let  the  man  of  God  whom  thou  didst  send  come 
again  unto  us,  and  teach  us  what  we  shall  do  unto  the 
child  that  shall  be  born.  And  God  hearkened  to  the 
voice  of  Manoah  ;  and  the  angel  of  God  came  again  unto 
the  woman  as  she  sat  in  the  field :  but  Manoah  her  hus- 
band was  not  with  her.  And  the  woman  made  haste, 
and  ran,  and  told  her  husband,  and  said  unto  him.  Behold, 
the  man  hath  appeared  unto  me,  that  came  unto  me  the 
other  day.     And  Manoah  arose,  and  went  after  his  wife, 
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and  came  to  the  man,  and  said  unto  him,  Art  thou  the 
man  that  spakest  unto  the  woman  ?  And  he  said,  I  am. 
And  Manoah  said,  Now  let  thy  words  come  to  pass  :  what 
shall  be  the  manner  of  the  child,  and  what  shall  be  his 
work  ?  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah, 
Of  all  that  I  said  unto  the  woman  let  her  beware.  She 
may  not  eat  of  any  thing  that  cometh  of  the  vine,  neither 
let  her  drink  wine  or  strong  drink,  nor  eat  any  unclean 
thing;  all  that  I  commanded  her  let  her  observe.  And 
Manoah  said  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  let 
us  detain  thee,  that  we  may  make  ready  a  kid  for  thee. 
And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah,  Though 
thou  detain  me,  I  will  not  eat  of  thy  bread :  and  if  thou 
wilt  make  ready  a  burnt  offering,  thou  must  offer  it  unto 
the  Lord.  For  Manoah  knew  not  that  he  was  the  angel 
of  the  Lord.  And  Manoah  said  unto  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  What  is  thy  name,  that  when  thy  words  come  to 
pass  we  may  do  thee  honour  ?  And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  said  unto  him.  Wherefore  askest  thou  after  my 
name,  seeing  it  is  wonderful  ?  So  Manoah  took  the  kid 
with  the  meal  offering,  and  offered  it  upon  the  rock  unto 
the  Lord:  and  the  angel  did  wondrously,  and  Manoah 
and  his  wife  looked  on.  For  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
flame  went  up  toward  heaven  from  off  the  altar,  that  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  ascended  in  the  flame  of  the  altar :  and 
Manoah  and  his  wife  looked  on;  and  they  fell  on  their 
faces  to  the  ground.     But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  did  no 
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more  appear  to  Manoah  or  to  his  wife.  Then  Manoah 
knew  that  he  was  the  angel  of  the  Lord.  And  Manoah 
said  unto  his  wife,  We  shall  surely  die,  because  we  have 
seen  God.  But  his  wife  said  unto  him,  If  the  Lord  were 
pleased  to  kill  us,  lie  would  not  have  received  a  burnt  offer- 
ing and  a  meal  offering  at  our  hand,  neither  would  he  have 
shewed  us  all  these  things,  nor  would  at  this  time  have 
told  such  things  as  these.  And  the  v/oman  bare  a  son, 
and  called  his  name  Samson :  and  the  child  grew,  and  the 
Lord  blessed  him.  And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  began  to 
move  him  in  Mahaneh-dan,  between  Zorah  and  Eshtaol. 


XVlll 

Samson  and  the  Woman  of  Timnah 


in  Timnah  of  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines.  And  he 
came  up,  and  told  his  father  and  his  mother,  and  said,  I 
have  seen  a  woman  in  Timnah  of  the  daughters  of  the 
Philistines  :  now  therefore  get  her  for  me  to  wife.  Then 
his  father  and  his  mother  said  unto  him,  Is  there  never 
a  woman  among  the  daughters  of  thy  brethren,  or  among 
all  my  people,  that  thou  goest  to  take  a  wife  of  the  uncir- 
cumcised  Philistines  ?  And  Samson  said  unto  his  father, 
Get  her  for  me  ;  for  she  pleaseth  me  well.     But  his  father 
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and  his  mother  knew  not  that  it  was  of  the  Lord  ;  for  he 
sought  an  occasion  against  the  Philistines.  Now  at  that 
time  the  Phihstines  had  rule  over  Israel.  Then  went 
Samson  down,  and  his  father  and  his  mother,  to  Timnah, 
and  came  to  the  vineyards  of  Timnah:  and,  behold,  a 
young  lion  roared  against  him.  And  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  mightily  upon  him,  and  he  rent  him  as  he 
would  have  rent  a  kid,  and  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand : 
but  he  told  not  his  father  or  his  mother  what  he  had  done. 
And  he  went  down,  and  talked  with  the  woman ;  and  she 
pleased  Samson  well.  And  after  a  while  he  returned  to 
take  her,  and  he  turned  aside  to  see  the  carcase  of  the 
lion :  and,  behold,  there  was  a  swarm  of  bees  in  the  body 
of  the  lion,  and  honey.  And  he  took  it  into  his  h^ds, 
and  went  on,  eating  as  he  went,  and  he  came  to  hj^^^er 
and  mother,  and  gave  unto  them,  and  they  did  e^K^t 
he  told  them  not  that  he  had  taken  the  honey  out  ot 
the  body  of  the  lion.  And  his  father  went  down  unto  the 
woman  :  and  Samson  made  there  a  feast ;  for  so  used  the 
young  men  to  do.  And  it  came  to  pass,  wen  they  saw 
him,  that  they  brought  thirty  companions  to  be  with  him. 
And  Samson  said  unto  them,  Let  me  now  put  forth  a 
riddle  unto  you :  if  ye  can  declare  it  me  within  the  seven 
days  of  the  feast,  and  find  it  out,  then  I  will  give  you  thirty 
linen  garments  and  thirty  changes  of  raiment :  but  if  ye 
cannot  declare  it  me,  then  shall  ye  give  me  thirty  linen 
garments  and  thirty  changes  of  raiment.  And  they  said 
123 


Book  VI  -^  Bible   History 

unto  him,  Put  forth  thy  riddle,  that  we  may  hear  it.  And 
he  said  unto  them, 

Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat, 

And  out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness. 

And  they  could  not  in  three  days  declare  the  riddle.  And 
it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  they  said  unto 
Samson's  wife.  Entice  thy  husband,  that  he  may  declare 
unto  us  the  riddle,  lest  we  burn  thee  and  thy  father's  house 
with  fire  :  have  ye  called  us  to  impoverish  us?  is  it  not  so? 
And  Samson's  wife  wept  before  him,  and  said.  Thou  dost 
but  hate  me,  and  lovest  me  not:  thou  hast  put  forth  a 
riddle  unto  the  children  of  my  people,  and  hast  not  told  it 
m^B^nd  he  said  unto  her.  Behold,  I  have  not  told  it  my 
fa^^Bor  my  mother,  and  shall  I  tell  thee?  And  she 
w^^^fore  him  the  seven  days,  while  their  feast  lasted : 
and  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day,  that  he  told  her, 
because  she  pressed  him  sore :  and  she  told  the  riddle  to 
the  children^f  her  people.  And  the  men  of  the  city  said 
unto  him  on  the  seventh  day  before  the  sun  went  down : 

What  is  sweeter  than  honey? 
And  what  is  stronger  than  a  lion? 

And  he  said  unto  them : 

If  ye  had  not  plowed  with  my  heifer, 
Ye  had  not  found  out  my  riddle. 
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And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  him,  and 
he  went  down  to  Ashkelon,  and  smote  thirty  men  of  them, 
and  took  their  spoil,  and  gave  the  changes  of  raiment 
unto  them  that  declared  the  riddle.  And  his  anger  was 
kindled,  and  he  went  up  to  his  father's  house.  But  Sam- 
son's wife  was  given  to  his  companion,  whom  he  had  used 
as  his  friend. 

But  it  came  to  pass  after  a  while,  in  the  time  of  wheat 
harvest,  that  Samson  visited  his  wife  with  a  kid ;  and  he 
said,  I  will  go  in  to  my  wife  into  the  chamber.  But  her 
father  would  not  suffer  him  to  go  in.  And  her  father  said, 
I  verily  thought  that  thou  hadst  utterly  hated  her;  there- 
fore I  gave  her  to  thy  companion :  is  not  her  younger 
sister  fairer  than  she?  take  her,  I  pray  thee,  instead  of 
her.  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  This  time  shall  I  be 
blameless  in  regard  of  the  Philistines,  when  I  do'  them  a 
mischief.  And  Samson  went  and  caught  three  hundred 
foxes,  and  took  firebrands,  and  turned  tail  to  tail,  and  put 
a  firebrand  in  the  midst  between  every  two  tails.  And 
when  he  had  set  the  brands  on  fire,  he  let  them  go  into 
the  standing  corn  of  the  Philistines,  and  burnt  up  both 
the  shocks  and  the  standing  corn,  and  also  the  oliveyards. 
Then  the  Philistines  said,  Who  hath  done  this?  And 
they  said,  Samson,  the  son  in  law  of  the  Timnite,  because 
he  hath  taken  his  wife,  and  given  her  to  his  companion. 
An4.the  Philistines  came  up,  and  burnt  her  and  her  father 
with  iire.  And  Samson  said  unto  them.  If  ye  do  after  this 
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manner,  surely  I  will  be  avenged  of  you,  and  after  that  I 
will  cease.  And  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh  with  a 
great  slaughter :  and  he  went  down  and  dwelt  in  the  cleft 
of  the  rock  of  Etam. 


XIX 

The  Jawbone  of  an  Ass 

Then  the  Philistines  went  up,  and  pitched  in  Judah,  and 
spread  themselves  in  Lehi.  And  the  men  of  Judah  said. 
Why  are  ye  come  up  against  us  ?  And  they  said,  To  bind 
Samson  are  we  come  up,  to  do  to  him  as  he  hath  done  to 
us.  Then  three  thousand  men  of  Judah  went  down  to 
the  cleft  of  the  rock  of  Etam,  and  said  to  Samson,  Know- 
est  thou  not  that  the  Philistines  are  rulers  over  us  ?  what 
then  is  this  that  thou  hast  done  unto  us?  And  he  said 
unto  them,  As  they  did  unto  me,  so  have  I  done  unto 
them.  And  they  said  unto  him.  We  are  come  down  to 
bind  thee,  that  we  may  deliver  thee  into  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines.  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  Swear  unto  me, 
that  ye  will  not  fall  upon  me  yourselves.  And  they  spake 
unto  him,  saying,  No ;  but  we  will  bind  thee  fast,  and 
deliver  thee  into  their  hand :  but  surely  we  will  not  kill 
thee.  And  they  bound  him  with  two  new  ropes,  and 
brought  him  up  from  the  rock.  When  he  came  unto  Lehi, 
the  Philistines  shouted  as  they  met  him :  and  the  spirit 
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of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  him,  and  the  ropes  that 
were  upon  his  arms  became  as  flax  that  was  burnt  with 
fire,  and  his  bands  dropped  from  off  his  hands.  And  he 
found  a  new  jawbone  of  an  ass,  and  put  forth  his  hand, 
and  took  it,  and  smote  a  thousand  men  therewith.  And 
Samson  said, 

With  the  jawbone  of  an  ass,  heaps  upon  heaps, 
With  the  jawbone  of  an  ass  have  I  smitten  a  thou- 
sand men. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
ing, that  he  cast  away  the  jawbone  out  of  his  hand ;  and 
that  place  was  called  Ramath-lehi.  And  he  was  sore 
athirst,  and  called  on  the  Lord,  and  said.  Thou  hast  given 
this  great  deliverance  by  the  hand  of  thy  servant:  and 
now  shall  I  die  for  thirst,  and  fall  into  the  hand  of  the 
uncircumcised.  But  God  clave  the  hollow  place  that  is 
in  Lehi,  and  there  came  water  thereout ;  and  when  he 
had  drunk,  his  spirit  came  again,  and  he  revived :  where- 
fore the  name  thereof  was  called  En-hakkore,  which  is  in 
Lehi,  unto  this  day.  And  he  judged  Israel  in  the  days  of 
the  Philistines  twenty  years. 
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XX 

The  Gates  of  Gaza 

And  Samson  went  to  Gaza,  and  saw  there  an  harlot,  and 
went  in  unto  her.  And  it  was  told  the  Gazites,  saying, 
Samson  is  come  hither.  And  they  compassed  him  in, 
and  laid  wait  for  him  all  night  in  the  gate  of  the  city,  and 
were  quiet  all  the  night,  saying,  Let  be  till  morning  light, 
then  we  will  kill  him.  And  Samson  lay  till  midnight, 
and  arose  at  midnight,  and  laid  hold  of  the  doors  of  the 
gate  of  the  city,  and  the  two  posts,  and  plucked  them  up, 
bar  and  all,  and  put  them  upon  his  shoulders,  and  carried 
them  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  that  is  before  Hebron. 

xxi 

Samson  and  Delilah 

And  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  he  loved  a  woman 
in  the  valley  of  Sorek,  whose  name  was  Delilah.  And 
the  lords  of  the  Philistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  said 
unto  her.  Entice  him,  and  see  wherein  his  great  strength 
lieth,  and  by  what  means  we  may  prevail  against  him, 
ihat  we  may  bind  him  to  afflict  him :  and  we  will  give  thee 
every  one  of  us  eleven  hundred  pieces  of  silver.     And 
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Delilah  said  to  Samson,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  wherein  thy 
great  strength  lieth,  and  wherewith  thou  mightest  be 
bound  to  afflict  thee.  And  Samson  said  unto  her,  If  they 
bind  me  with  seven  green  withes  that  were  never  dried, 
then  shall  I  become  weak,  and  be  as  another  man.  Then 
the  lords  of  the  Philistines  brought  up  to  her  seven  green 
withes  which  had  not  been  dried,  and  she  bound  him  with 
them.  Now  she  had  liers  in  wait  abiding  in  the  inner 
chamber.  And  she  said  unto  him,  The  Philistines  be 
upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he  brake  the  withes,  as  a  string 
of  tow  is  broken  when  it  toucheth  the  fire.  So  his  strength 
was  not  known.  And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  Behold, 
thou  hast  mocked  me,  and  told  me  lies :  now  tell  me,  I 
pray  thee,  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound.  And  he 
said  unto  her.  If  they  only  bind  me  with  new  ropes  where- 
with no  work  hath  been  done,  then  shall  I  become  weak, 
and  be  as  another  man.  So  Delilah  took  new  ropes,  and 
bound  him  therewith,  and  said  unto  him,  The  Philistines 
be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  the  liers  in  wait  were  abid- 
ing in  the  inner  chamber.  And  he  brake  them  from  off 
his  arms  like  a  thread.  And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson, 
Hitherto  thou  hast  mocked  me,  and  told  me  lies  :  tell  me 
wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound.  And  he  said  unto 
her.  If  thou  weavest  the  seven  locks  of  my  head  with  the 
web.  And  she  fastened  it  with  the  pin,  and  said  unto 
him.  The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he 
awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  plucked  away  the  pin  of  the 

K  129 


Book  VI  -^  Bible   History 

beam,  and  the  web.  And  she  said  unto  him,  How  canst 
thou  say,  I  love  thee,  when  thine  heart  is  not  with  me? 
thou  hast  mocked  me,  these  three  times,  and  hast  not 
told  me  wherein  thy  great  strength  lieth.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  she  pressed  him  daily  with  her  words,  and 
urged  him,  that  his  soul  was  vexed  unto  death.  And 
he  told  her  all  his  heart,  and  said  unto  her.  There 
hath  not  come  a  razor  upon  mine  head ;  for  I  have  been 
a  Nazirite  unto  God  from  my  mother's  womb :  if  I  be 
shaven,  then  my  strength  will  go  from  me,  and  I  shall 
become  weak,  and  be  like  any  other  man.  And  when  Deli- 
lah saw  that  he  had  told  her  all  his  heart,  she  sent  and 
called  for  the  lords  of  the  Philistines,  saying,  Come  up 
this  once,  for  he  hath  told  me  all  his  heart.  Then  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  brought  the 
money  in  their  hand.  And  she  made  him  sleep  upon  her 
knees  ;  and  she  called  for  a  man,  and  shaved  off  the  seven 
locks  of  his  head;  and  she  began  to  afflict  him,  and  his 
strength  went  from  him.  And  she  said.  The  Philistines 
be  upon  thee,  Samson.  And  he  awoke  out  of  his  sleep, 
and  said,  I  will  go  out  as  at  other  times,  and  shake  myself. 
But  he  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was  departed-  from  him. 
And  the  Philistines  laid  hold  on  him,  and  put  out  his 
eyes ;  and  they  brought  him  down  to  Gaza,  and  bound 
him  with  fetters  of  brass ;  and  he  did  grind  in  the  prison 
house.  Howbeit  the  hair  of  his  head  began  to  grow  again 
after  he  was  shaven. 
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xxii 

Death  of  Samson 

And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  gathered  them  together 
for  to  offer  a  great  sacrifice  unto  Dagon  their  god,  and  to 
rejoice  :  for  they  said,  Our  god  hath  delivered  Samson  our 
enemy  into  our  hand.  And  when  the  people  saw  him, 
they  praised  their  god :  for  they  said.  Our  god  hath  de- 
livered into  our  hand  our  enemy,  and  the  destroyer  of  our 
country,  which  hath  slain  many  of  us.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  their  hearts  were  merry,  that  they  said,  Call 
for  Samson,  that  he  may  make  us  sport.  And  they  called 
for  Samson  out  of  the  prison  house  ;  and  he  made  sport 
before  them  :  and  they  set  him  between  the  pillars.  And 
Samson  said  unto  the  lad  that  held  him  by  the  hand, 
Suffer  me  that  I  may  feel  the  pillars  whereupon  the  house 
resteth,  that  I  may  lean  upon  them.  Now  the  house  was 
full  of  men  and  women  ;  and  all  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
were  there;  and  there  were  upon  the  roof  about  three 
thousand  men  and  women,  that  beheld  while  Samson 
made  sport.  And  Samson  called  unto  the  Lord,  and  said, 
O  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and  strengthen 
me,  I  pray  thee,  only  this  once,  O  God,  that  I  may  be 
avenged  of  the  Philistines  for  one  of  my  two  eyes.  And 
Samson  took  hold  of  the  two  middle  pillars  upon  which 
the  house  rested,  and  leaned  upon  them,  the  one  with  his 
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right  hand,  and  the  other  with  his  left.  And  Samson 
said,  Let  me  die  with  the  Philistines.  And  he  bowed  him- 
self with  all  his  might ;  and  the  house  fell  upon  the  lords, 
and  upon  all  the  people  that  were  therein.  So  the  dead 
which  he  slew  at  his  death  were  more  than  they  which  he 
slew  in  his  life.  Then  his  brethren  and  all  the  house  of 
his  father  came  down,  and  took  him,  and  brought  him  up, 
and  buried  him  between  Zorah  and  Eshtaol  in  the  burying- 
place  of  Manoah  his  father.  And  he  judged  Israel  twenty 
years. 

xxiii 

Micah's  Images  and  the  Danish  Migration 

And  there  was  a  man  of  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim, 
whose  name  was  Micah.  And  he  said  unto  his  mother, 
The  eleven  hundred  pieces  of  silver  that  were  taken  from 
thee,  about  which  thou  didst  utter  a  curse,  and  didst  also 
•speak  it  in  mine  ears,  behold,  the  silver  is  with  me ;  I  took 
it.  And  his  mother  said.  Blessed  be  my  son  of  the  Lord. 
And  he  restored  the  eleven  hundred  pieces  of  silver  to  his 
mother,  and  his  mother  said,  I  verily  dedicate  the  silver 
unto  the  Lord  from  piy  hand  for  my  son,  to  make  a  graven 
image  and  a  molten  image :  now  therefore  I  will  restore  it 
unto  thee.  And  when  he  restored  the  money  unto  his 
mother,  his  mother  took  two  hundred  pieces  of  silver,  and 
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gave  them  to  the  founder,  v/ho  made  thereof  a  graven 
image  and  a  molten  image :  and  it  was  in  the  house  of 
Micah.  And  the  man  Micah  had  an  house  of  gods,  and 
he  made  an  ephod,  and  teraphim,  and  consecrated  one  of 
his  sons,  who  became  his  priest.  In  those  days  there  was 
no  king  in  Israel :  every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in 
his  own  eyes. 

And  there  was  a  young  man  out  of  Beth-lehem-judah, 
of  the  family  of  Judah,  who  was  a  Levite,  and  he  sojourned 
there.  And  the  man  departed  out  of  the  city,  out  of  Beth- 
lehem-judali,  to  sojourn  where  he  could  find  a  place :  and 
he  came  to  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim  to  the  house  of 
Micah,  as  he  journeyed.  And  Micah  said  unto  him, 
Whence  comest  thou?  And  he  said  unto  him,  I  am  a 
Levite  of  Beth-lehem-judah,  and  I  go  to  sojourn  where  I 
may  find  a  place.  And  Micah  said  unto  him.  Dwell  with 
me,  and  be  unto  me  a  father  and  a  priest,  and  I  will  give 
thee  ten  pieces  of  silver  by  the  year,  and  a  suit  of  apparel, 
and  thy  victuals.  So  the  Levite  went  in.  And  the  Levite 
was  content  to  dwell  with  the  man ;  and  the  young  man 
was  unto  him  as  one  of  his  sons.  And  Micah  consecrated 
the  Levite,  and  the  young  man  became  his  priest,  and  was 
in  the  house  of  Micah.  Then  said  Micah, ^Now  know  I 
that  the  Lord  will  do  me  good,  seeing  I  have  a  Levite  to 
my  priest. 

In  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel :  and  in  those 
days  the  tribe  of  the  Panites  sought  them  an  inheritance  to 
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dwell  in  ;  for  unto  that  day  their  inheritance  had  not  fallen 
unto  them  among  the  tribes  of  Israel.  And  the  children 
of  Dan  sent  of  their  family  five  men  from  their  whole 
number,  men  of  valour,  from  Zorah,  and  from  Eshtaol,  to 
spy  out  the  land,  and  to  search  it ;  and  they  said  unto 
them,  Go,  search  the  land :  and  they  came  to  the  hill 
country  of  Ephraim,  unto  the  house  of  Micah,  and  lodged 
there.  When  they  were  by  the  house  of  Micah,  they 
knew  the  voice  of  the  young  man  the  Levite :  and  they 
turned  aside  thither,  and  said  unto  him,  Who  brought  thee 
hither  ?  and  what  doest  thou  in  this  place  ?  and  what  hast 
thou  here?  And  he  said  unto  them,  Thus  and  thus  hath 
Micah  dealt  with  me,  and  he  hath  hired  me,  and  I  am  be- 
come his  priest.  And  they  said  unto  him,  Ask  counsel, 
we  pray  thee,  of  God,  that  we  may  know  whether  our  way 
which  we  go  shall  be  prosperous.  And  the  priest  said  unto 
them.  Go  in  peace  :  before  the  Lord  is  your  way  wherein 
ye  go. 

Then  the  five  men  departed,  and  came  to  Laish,  and  saw 
the  people  that  were  therein,  how  they  dwelt  in  secu- 
rity, after  the  manner  of  the  Zidonians,  quiet  and  secure ; 
for  there  was  none  in  the  land,  possessing  authority,  that 
might  put  them  to  shame  in  any  thing,  and  they  were  far 
from  the  Zidonians,  and  had  no  dealings  with  any  man. 
And  they  came  unto  their  brethren  to  Zorah  and  Eshtaol : 
and  their  brethren  said  unto  them,  What  say  ye  ?  And 
they  said,  Arise,  and  let  us  go  up  against  them :  for  we 
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have  seen  the  land,  and,  behold,  it  is  very  good  :  and  are 
ye  still  ?  be  not  slothful  to  go  and  to  enter  in  to  possess 
the  land.  When  ye  go,  ye  shall  come  unto  a  people 
secure,  and  the  land  is  large :  for  God  hath  given  it  into 
your  hand;  a  place  where  there  is  no  want  of  any  thing 
that  is  in  the  earth. 

And  there  set  forth  from  thence  of  the  family  of  the 
Danites,  out  of  Zorah  and  out  of  Eshtaol,  six  hundred 
men  girt  with  weapons  of  war.  And  they  went  up,  and 
encamped  in  Kiriath-jearim,  in  Judah :  wherefore  they 
called  that  place  Mahaneh-dan,  unto  this  day :  behold,  it 
is  behind  Kiriath-jearim.  And  they  passed  thence  unto 
the  hill  country  of  Ephraim,  and  came  unto  the  house  of 
Micah.  Then  answered  the  five  men  that  went  to  spy  out 
the  country  of  Laish,  and  said  unto  their  brethren.  Do  ye 
know  that  there  is  in  these  houses  an  ephod,  and  teraphim, 
and  a  graven  image,  and  a  molten  image?  now  therefore 
consider  what  ye  have  to  do.  And  they  turned  aside 
thither,  and  came  to  the  house  of  the  young  man  the 
Levite,  even  unto  the  house  of  Micah,  and  asked  him  of 
his  w^elfare.  And  the  six  hundred  men  girt  with  their 
weapons  of  war,  who  were  of  the  children  of  Dan,  stood 
by  the  entering  of  the  gate.  And  the  five  men  that  went 
to  spy  out  the  land  went  up,  and  came  in  thither,  and  took 
the  graven  image,  and  the  ephod,  and  the  teraphim,  and 
the  molten  image :  and  the  priest  stood  by  the  entering 
of  the  gate  v/ith  the  six  hundred  men  girt  with  weapons 
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of  war.  And  when  these  went  into  Micah\s  house,  and 
fetched  the  graven  image,  tlie  ephod,  and  the  teraphim, 
and  the  molten  image,  the  priest  said  unto  them,  What  do 
ye?  And  they  said  unto  him,  Hold  thy  peace,  lay  thine 
hand  upon  thy  mouth,  and  go  with  us,  and  be  to  us  a 
father  and  a  priest:  is  it  better  for  thee  to  be  priest  unto 
the  house  of  one  man,  or  to  be  priest  unto  a  tribe  and  a 
family  in  Israel?  And  the  priest's  heart  was  glad,  and  he 
took  the  ephod,  and  the  teraphim,  and  the  graven  image, 
and  went  in  the  midst  of  the  people.  So  they  turned  and 
departed,  and  put  the  little  ones  and  the  cattle  and  the 
goods  before  them.  When  they  were  a  good  way  from 
the  house  of  Micah,  the  men  that  were  in  the  houses  near 
to  Micah's  house  were  gathered  together,  and  overtook  the 
children  of  Dan.  And  they  cried  unto  the  children  of  Dan. 
And  they  turned  their  faces  and  said  unto  Micah,  What 
aileth  thee,  that  thou  comest  with  such  a  company?  And  he 
said,  Ye  have  taken  away  my  gods  which  I  made,  and  the 
priest,  and  are  gone  away,  and  what  have  I  more?  and 
how  then  say  ye  unto  me.  What  aileth  thee?  And  the 
children  of  Dan  said  unto  him.  Let  not  thy  voice  be  heard 
among  us,  lest  angry  fellows  fall  upon  you,  and  thou  lose 
thy  life,  with  the  lives  of  thy  household.  And  the  chil- 
dren of  Dan  went  their  way :  and  when  Micah  saw  that 
they  were  too  strong  for  him,  he  turned  and  went  back 
unto  his  house.  And  they  took  that  v/hich  Micah  had 
made,  and  the  priest  which  he  had,  and  came  unto  Laish, 
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unto  a  people  quiet  and  secure,  and  smote  them  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword  ;  and  they  burnt  the  city  with  fire.  And 
there  was  no  deliverer,  because  it  was  far  from  Zidon,  and 
they  had  no  dealings  with  any  man ;  and  it  was  in  the 
valley  that  lieth  by  Bcthrehob.  And  they  built  the  city, 
and  dwelt  therein.  And  they  called  the  name  of  the  city 
Dan,  after  the  name  of  Dan  their  father,  who  was  born 
unto  Israel :  howbeit  the  name  of  the  city  was  Laish  at 
the  first.  And  the  children  of  Dan  set  up  for  themselves 
the  graven  image :  and  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Gershom,  the 
son  of  Moses,  he  and  his  sons  were  priests  to  the  tribe  of 
the  Danites  until  the  day  of  the  captivity  of  the  land.  So 
they  set  them  up  Micah's  graven  image  which  he  made, 
ail  the  time  that  the  house  of  God  was  in  Shiloh. 


XXIV 

The  Benjamite  War 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  when  there  was  no 
king  in  Israel,  that  there  Vv^as  a  certain  Levite  sojourning 
on  the  farther  side  of  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim,  who 
took  to  him  a  concubine  out  of  Beth-lehem-judah.  And 
his  concubine  played  the  harlot  against  him,  and  went 
away  from  him  unto  her  father's  house  to  Beth-lehem- 
judah,  and  was  there  the  space  of  four  months.  And  her 
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husband  arose,  and  went  after  her,  to  speak  kindly  unto 
her,  to  bring  her  again,  having  hia  servant  with  him,  and 
a  couple  of  asses  :  and  she  brought  him  into  her  father's 
house :  and  when  the  father  of  the  damsel  saw  him,  he 
rejoiced  to  meet  him.  And  his  father  in  law,  the  damsePs 
father,  retained  him  ;  and  he  abode  with  him  three  days : 
so  they  did  eat  and  drink,  and  lodged  there.  And  it  came 
to  pass  on  the  fourth  day,  that  they  arose  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  he  rose  up  to  depart :  and  the  damsel's  father 
said  unto  his  son  in  law,  Comfort  thine  heart  with  a  mor- 
sel of  bread,  and  afterward  ye  shall  go  your  way.  So 
they  sat  down,  and  did  eat  and  drink,  both  of  them  to- 
gether :  and  the  damsel's  father  said  unto  the  man.  Be 
content,  I  pray  thee,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  let  thine 
heart  be  merry.  And  the  man  rose  up  to  depart ;  but  his 
father  in  law  urged  him,  and  he  lodged  there  again.  And 
he  arose  early  in  the  morning  on  the  fifth  day  to  depart ; 
and  the  damsel's  father  said,  Comfort  thine  heart,  I  pray 
thee,  and  tarry  ye  until  the  day  declineth ;  and  they  did 
eat,  both  of  them.  And  when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart, 
he,  and  his  concubine,  and  his  servant,  his  father  in  law, 
the  damsel's  father,  said  unto  him,  Behold,  now  the  day 
draweth  toward  evening,  I  pray  you  tarry  all  night :  behold, 
the  day  groweth  to  an  end,  lodge  here,  that  thine  heart 
may  be  merry ;  and  tomorrow  get  you  early  on  your  way, 
that  thou  mayest  go  home.  But  the  man  would  not  tarry 
that  night,  but  he  rose  up  and  departed,  and  came  over 
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against  Jebus  (the  same  is  Jerusalem)  :  and  there  were 
with  him  a  couple  of  asses  saddled ;  his  concubine  also 
was  with  him.  When  they  were  by  Jebus,  the  day  was 
far  spent ;  and  the  servant  said  unto  his  master,  Come, 
I  pray  thee,  and  let  us  turn  aside  into  this  city  of  the 
Jebusites,  and  lodge  in  it.  And  his  master  said  unto  him. 
We  will  not  turn  aside  into  the  city  of  a  stranger,  that  is 
not  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  but  we  will  pass  over  to 
Gibeah.  And  he  said  unto  his  servant.  Come  and  let  us 
draw  near  to  one  of  these  places ;  and  we  will  lodge  in 
Gibeah,  or  in  Ramah.  So  they  passed  on  and  went  their 
way ;  and  the  sun  went  down  upon  them  near  to  Gibeah, 
which  belongeth  to  Benjamin.  And  they  turned  aside 
thither,  to  go  in  to  lodge  in  Gibeah  :  and  he  went  in,  and 
sat  him  down  in  the  street  of  the  city :  for  there  was  no 
man  that  took  them  into  his  house  to  lodge.  And,  behold, 
there  came  an  old  man  from  his  work  out  of  the  field  at 
even ;  now  the  man  was  of  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim, 
and  he  sojourned  in  Gibeah :  but  the  men  of  the  place 
were  Benjamites.  And  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the 
wayfaring  man  in  the  street  of  the  city ;  and  the  old  man 
said,  Whither  goest  thou?  and  whence  comest  thou?  And 
he  said  mito  him.  We  are  passing  from  Bsth-lehem-judah 
unto  the  farther  side  of  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim  :  from 
thence  am  I,  and  I  went  to  Beth-lehem-judah :  and  I  am 
now  going  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  and  there  is  no  man 
that  taketh  me  into  his  house.  Yet  there  is  both  straw 
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and  provender  for  our  asses  ;  and  there  is  bread  and  wine 
also  for  me,  and  for  thy  handmaid,  and  for  the  young  man 
which  is  with  thy  servants :  there  is  no  want  of  any  thing. 
And  the  old  man  said.  Peace  be  unto  thee ;  howsoever 
let  all  thy  wants  lie  upon  me ;  only  lodge  not  in  the  street. 
So  he  brought  him  into  his  house,  and  gave  the  asses 
fodder:  and  they  washed  their  feet,  and  did  eat  and 
drink.  As  they  were  making  their  hearts  merry,  behold, 
the  men  of  the  city,  certain  sons  of  Belial,  beset  the  house 
round  about,  beating  at  the  door ;  and  they  spake  to  the 
master  of  the  house,  the  old  man,  saying.  Bring  forth  the 
man  that  came  into  thine  house,  that  we  may  know  him. 
And  the  man,  the  master  of  the  house,  went  out  unto  them, 
and  said  unto  them.  Nay,  my  brethren,  I  pray  you,  do  not 
so  wickedly  ;  seeing  that  this  man  is  come  into  mine  house, 
do  not  this  folly.  Behold,  here  is  my  daughter  a  maiden, 
and  his  concubine  ;  them  I  will  bring  out  now,  and  humble 
ye  them,  and  do  with  them  what  seemeth  good  unto  you : 
but  unto  this  man  do  not  any  such  folly.  But  the  men 
would  not  hearken  to  him :  so  the  man  laid  hold  on  his 
concubine,  and  brought  her  forth  unto  them ;  and  they 
knew  her,  and  abused  her  all  the  night  until  the  morning : 
and  when  the  day  began  to  spring,  they  let  her  go.  Then 
came  the  woman  in  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  fell  down 
at  the  door  of  the  man's  house  where  her  lord  was,  till  it 
was  light.  And  her  lord  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and 
opened  the  doors  of  the  house,  and  went  out  to  go  his  way : 
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and,  behold,  the  woman  his  concubine  was  fallen  down  at 
the  door  of  the  house,  with  her  hands  upon  the  thresh- 
old. And  he  said  unto  her,  Up,  and  let  us  be  going;  but 
none  answered :  then  he  took  her  up  upon  the  ass ;  and 
the  man  rose  up,  and  gat  him  unto  his  place.  And  when 
he  was  come  into  his  house,  he  took  a  knife,  and  laid 
hold  on  his  concubine,  and  divided  her,  hmb  by  limb, 
into  twelve  pieces,  and  sent  her  throughout  all  the  borders 
of  Israel.  And  it  was  so,  that  all  that  saw  it  said.  There 
was  no  such  deed  done  nor  seen  from  the  day  that  the 
children  of  Israel  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  unto 
this  day  :  consider  of  it,  take  counsel,  and  speak. 

Then  all  the  children  of  Israel  went  out,  and  the  con- 
gregation was  assembled  as  one  man,  from  Dan  even  to 
Beer-sheba,  with  the  land  of  Gilead,  unto  the  Lord  at 
Mizpah.  And  the  chiefs  of  all  the  people,  even  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  presented  themselves  in  the  assembly  of 
the  people  of  God,  four  hundred  thousand  footmen  that 
drew  sword.  (Now  the  children  of  Benjamin  heard  that 
the  children  of  Israel  were  gone  up  to  Mizpah.)  And  the 
children  of  Israel  said.  Tell  us,  how  was  this  wickedness 
brought  to  pass?  And  the  Levite,  the  husband  of  the 
woman  that  was  murdered,  answered  and  said,  I  came 
into  Gibeah  that  belongeth  to  Benjamin,  I  and  my  con- 
cubine, to  lodge.  And  the  men  of  Gibeah  rose  against 
me,  and  beset  the  house  round  about  upon  me  by  night ; 
me  they  thought  to  have  slain,  and  my  concubine  they 
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forced,  and  she  is  dead.  And  I  took  my  concubine,  and 
cut  her  in  pieces,  and  sent  her  throughout  all  the  country 
of  tlie  inheritance  of  Israel :  for  they  have  committed 
lewdness  and  folly  in  Israel.  Behold,  ye  children  of 
Israel,  all  of  you,  give  here  your  advice  and  counsel. 
And  all  the  people  arose  as  one  man,  saying,  We  will 
not  any  of  us  go  to  his  tent,  neither  will  we  any  of  us  turn 
unto  his  house.  But  now  this  is  the  thing  which  we  will 
do  to  Gibeah,  we  will  go  up  against  it  by  lot ;  and  we 
will  take  ten  men  of  an  hundred  throughout  all  the  tribes 
of  Israel,  and  an  hundred  of  a  thousand,  and  a  thousand 
out  of  ten  thousand,  to  fetch  victual  for  the  people,  that 
they  may  do,  when  they  come  to  Gibeah  of  Benjamin, 
according  to  all  the  folly  that  they  have  wrought  in  Israel. 
So  all  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  against  the  city, 
knit  together  as  one  man. 

And  the  tribes  of  Israel  sent  men  through  all  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  saying,  What  wickedness  is  this  that  is  come 
to  pass  among  you?  Now  therefore  deliver  up  the  men, 
the  sons  of  Belial,  which  are  in  Gibeah,  that  we  may  put 
them  to  death,  and  put  away  evil  from  Israel.  But  Ben- 
jamin would  not  hearken  to  the  voice  of  their  brethren  the 
children  of  Israel.  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  gathered 
themselves  together  out  of  the  cities  unto  Gibeah,  to  go  out 
to  battle  against  the  children  of  Israel.  And  the  children 
of  Benjamin  were  numbered  on  that  day  out  of  the  cities 
twenty  and  six  thousand  men  that  drew  sword,  besides 
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the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  which  were  numbered  seven 
hundred  chosen  men.  Among  all  this  people  there  were 
seven  hundred  chosen  men  left-handed ;  every  one  could 
sling  stones  at  an  hair-breadth,  and  not  miss. 

And  the  men  of  Israel,  beside  Benjamin,  were  numbered 
four  hundred  thousand  men  that  drew  sword :  all  these 
were  men  of  war.  And  the  children  of  Israel  arose,  and 
went  up  to  Beth-el,  and  asked  counsel  of  God ;  and  they 
said,  Who  shall  go  up  for  us  first  to  battle  against  the 
children  of  Benjamin?  And  the  Lord  said,  Judah  shall 
go  up  first.  And  the  children  of  Israel  rose  up  in  the 
morning,  and  encamped  against  Gibeah.  And  the  men 
of  Israel  went  out  to  battle  against  Benjamin;  and  the 
men  of  Israel  set  the  battle  in  array  against  them  at 
Gibeah.  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  came  forth  out  of 
Gibeah,  and  destroyed  down  to  the  ground  of  the  Israel- 
ites on  that  day  twenty  and  two  thousand  men. 

And  the  people,  the  men  of  Israel,  encouraged  them- 
selves, and  set  the  battle  again  in  array  in  the  place  where 
they  set  themselves  in  array  the  first  day.  And  the 
children  of  Israel  went  up  and  wept  before  the  Lord 
until  even ;  and  they  asked  of  the  Lord,  saying.  Shall  I 
again  draw  nigh  to  battle  against  the  children  of  Benjamin 
my  brother?  And  the  Lord  said.  Go  up  against  him. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  came  near  against  the  children 
of  Benjamin  the  second  day.  And  Benjamin  went  forth 
against  them  out  of  Gibeah  the  second  day,  and  destroyed 
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down  to  the  ground  of  the  children  of  Israel  again  eigh- 
teen thousand  men ;  all  these  drew  the  sword. 

Then  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  all  the  people,  went 
up,  and  came  unto  Beth-el,  and  wept,  and  sat  there  before 
the  Lord,  and  fasted  that  day  until  even ;  and  they  of- 
fered burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  asked  of  the  Lord,  (for  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  God  was  there  in  those  days,  and 
Phinehas,  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron,  stood 
before  it  in  those  days,)  saying,  Shall  I  yet  again  go  out 
to  battle  against  the  children  of  Benjamin  my  brother,  or 
shall  I  cease?  And  the  Lord  said.  Go  up  ;  for  tomorrow 
I  will  deliver  him  into  thine  hand.  And  Israel  set  liers 
in  wait  against  Gibeah  round  about.  And  the  children  of 
Israel  went  up  against  the  children  of  Benjamin  on  the 
third  day,  and  set  themselves  in  array  against  Gibeah,  as 
at  other  times.  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  went  out 
against  the  people,  and  were  drawn  away  from  the  city ; 
and  they  began  to  smite  and  kill  of  the  people,  as  at  other 
times,  in  the  high  ways,  of  which  one  goeth  up  to  Beth-el, 
and  the  other  to  Gibeah,  in  the  field,  about  thirty  men  of 
Israel.  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  said,  They  are 
smitten  down  before  us,  as  at  the  first.  But  the  children 
of  Israel  said,  Let  us  flee,  and  draw  them  away  from  the 
city  unto  the  high  v/ays.  And  all  the  men  of  Israel  rose 
up  out  of  their  place,  and  set  themselves  in  array  at  Baal- 
tamar :  and  the  iiers  in  wait  of  Israel  brake  forth  out  of 
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their  place,  even  out  of  Maareh-geba.  And  there  came 
over  against  Gibeah  ten  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all 
Israel,  and  the  battle  was  sore :  but  they  knew  not  that 
evil  was  close  upon  them.  And  the  Lord  smote  Ben- 
jamin before  Israel :  and  the  children  of  Israel  destroyed 
of  Benjamin  that  day  twenty  and  five  thousand  and  an 
hundred  men  :  all  these  drew  the  sword.  So  the  children 
of  Benjamin  saw  that  they  were  smitten.^  But  six  hundred 
men  turned  and  fled  toward  the  wilderness  unto  the  rock 

1  For  the  men  of  Israel  gave  place  to  Benjamin,  because  they  trusted  unto 
the  Hers  in  wait  which  they  had  set  against  Gibeah.  And  the  Hers  in  wait 
hasted,  and  rushed  upon  Gibeah;  and  the  Hers  in  wait  drew  themselves 
along,  and  smote  all  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.  Now  the  appointed 
sign  between  the  men  of  Israel  and  the  Hers  in  wait  was,  that  they  should 
make  a  great  cloud  of  smoke  rise  up  out  of  the  city.  And  the  men  of  Israel 
turned  in  the  battle,  and  Benjamin  began  to  smite  and  kill  of  the  men  of 
Israel  about  thirty  persons:  for  they  said,  Surely  they  are  smitten  down 
before  us,  as  in  the  first  battle.  But  when  the  cloud  began  to  arise  up  out 
of  the  city  in  a  pillar  of  smoke,  the  Benjamites  looked  behind  them,  and, 
behold,  the  whole  of  the  city  went  up  in  smoke  to  heaven.  And  the  men  of 
Israel  turned,  and  the  men  of  Benjamin  were  amazed:  for  they  saw  that  evil 
was  come  upon  them.  Therefore  they  turned  their  backs  before  the  men  of 
Israel  unto  the  way  of  the  wilderness;  but  the  battle  followed  hard  after 
them;  and  they  which  came  out  of  the  cities  destroyed  them  in  the  midst 
tliereof.  They  inclosed  the  Benjamites  round  about,  and  chased  them,  and 
trode  them  down  at  their  resting  place,  as  far  as  over  against  Gibeah  toward 
the  sunrising,  And  there  fell  of  Benjamin  eighteen  thousand  men;  all  these 
were  men  of  valour.  And  they  turned  and  fled  toward  the  wilderness  unto 
the  rock  of  Rimmon:  and  they  gleaned  of  them  in  the  high  ways  five  thou- 
sand men;  and  followed  hard  after  them  unto  Gidom,  and  smote  of  them 
two  thousand  men.  So  that  all  which  fell  that  day  of  Benjamin  were  twenty 
and  five  thousand  men  that  drew  the  sword;  all  these  were  men  of  valour. 
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of  Rimmon,  and  abode  in  the  rock  of  Rimmon  four 
months.  And  the  men  of  Israel  turned  again  upon  the 
children  of  Benjamin,  and  smote  them  with  the  edge  of 
the  sword,  both  the  entire  city,  and  the  cattle,  and  all  that 
they  found  :  moreover  all  the  cities  which  they  found  they 
set  on  fire. 

Now  the  men  of  Israel  had  sworn  in  Mizpah,  saying. 
There  shall  not  any  of  us  give  his  daughter  unto  Benja- 
min to  wife.  And  the  people  came  to  Beth-el,  and  sat 
there  till  even  before  God,  and  lifted  up  their  voices,  and 
wept  sore.  And  they  said,  O  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  why 
is  this  come  to  pass  in  Israel,  that  there  should  be  today 
one  tribe  lacking  in  Israel?  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the 
morrow,  that  the  people  rose  early,  and  built  there  an 
altar,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  said.  Who  is  there  among  all 
the  tribes  of  Israel  that  came  not  up  in  the  assembly  unto 
the  Lord?  For  they  had  made  a  great  oath  concerning 
him  that  came  not  up  unto  the  Lord  to  Mizpah,  saying. 
He  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.  And  the  children  of 
Israel  repented  them  for  Benjamin  their  brother,  and  said. 
There  is  one  tribe  cut  off  from  Israel  this  day.  How 
shall  we  do  for  v/ives  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  we 
have  sworn  by  the  Lord  that  we  will  not  give  them  of  our 
daughters  to  wives?  And  they  said.  What  one  is  there 
of  the  tribes  of  Israel  that  came  not  up  unto  the  Lord  to 
Mizpah?  And,  behold,  there  came  none  to  the  camp 
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from  Jabesh-gilead  to  the  assembly.  For  when  the  peo- 
ple were  numbered,  behold,  there  were  none  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Jabesh-gilead  there.  And  the  congregation  sent 
thither  twelve  thousand  men  of  the  valiantest,  and  com- 
manded them,  saying,  Go  and  smite  the  inhabitants  of 
Jabesh-gilead  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  with  the  women 
and  the  little  ones.  And  this  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall 
do ;  ye  shall  utterly  destroy  every  male,  and  every  woman 
that  hath  lien  by  man.  And  they  found  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Jabesh-gilead  four  hundred  young  virgins, 
that  had  not  known  man  by  lying  with  him  :  and  they 
brought  them  unto  the  camp  to  Shiloh,  which  is  in  the 
land  of  Canaan. 

And  the  whole  congregation  sent  and  spake  to  the 
children  of  Benjamin  that  were  in  the  rock  of  Rimmon, 
and  proclaimed  peace  unto  them.  And  Benjamin  re- 
turned at  that  time ;  and  they  gave  them  the  women 
which  they  had  saved  alive  of  the  women  of  Jabesh- 
gilead  :  and  yet  so  they  sufficed  them  not.  And  the  peo- 
ple repented  them  for  Benjamin,  because  that  the  Lord 
had  made  a  breach  in  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

Then  the  elders  of  the  congregation  said.  How  shall  we 
do  for  wives  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  the  women  are 
destroyed  out  of  Benjamin?  And  they  said.  There  must 
be  an  inheritance  for  them  that  are  escaped  of  Benjamin, 
that  a  tribe  be  not  blotted  out  from  Israel.  Howbeit  we 
may  not  give  them  wives  of  our  daughters :  for  the  chil- 
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dren  of  Israel  had  sworn,  saying,  Cursed  be  he  that  giveth 
a  wife  to  Benjamin.  And  they  said,  Behold,  there  is  a 
feast  of  the  Lord  from  year  to  year  in  Sliiloh,  which  is 
on  the  north  of  Beth-el,  on  the  east  side  of  the  high  way 
that  goeth  up  from  Beth-el  to  Shechem,  and  on  the  south 
of  Lebonah.  And  they  commanded  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamiuj  saying.  Go  and  lie  in  wait  in  the  vineyards ;  and 
see,  and,  behold,  if  the  daughters  of  Shiloh  come  out  to 
dance  in  the  dances,  then  come  ye  out  of  the  vineyards, 
and  catch  you  every  man  his  wife  of  the  daughters  of 
Shiloh,  and  go  to  the  land  of  Benjamin.  And  it  shall  be, 
when  their  fathers  or  their  brethren  come  to  complain 
unto  us,  that  we  will  say  unto  them,  Grant  them  gra- 
ciously unto  us :  because  we  took  not  for  each  man  of 
them  his  wife  in  battle:  neither  did  ye  give  them  unto 
them ;  else  would  ye  now  be  guilty.  And  the  children 
of  Benjamin  did  so,  and  took  them  wives,  according  to 
their  number,  of  them  that  danced,  whom  they  carried 
oil:  and  they  went  and  returned  unto  their  inheritance, 
and  built  the  cities,  and  dwelt  in  them.  And  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  departed  thence  at  that  time,  every  man  to 
his  tribe  and  to  his  family,  and  they  went  out  from  thence 
every  man  to  his  inheritance. 

In  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel:  every  man 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes. 
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Birth  of  Samuel 

Now  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Ramathaim-zophim,  of 
the  hill  country  of  Ephraim,  and  his  name  was  Elkanah, 
the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son  of  Elihu,  the  son  of  Tohu,  the 
son  of  Zuphj  an  Ephraimite  :  and  he  had  two  wives ;  the 
name  of  the  one  was  Hannah,  and  the  name  of  the  other 
Peninnah :  and  Peninnah  had  children,  but  Hannah  had 
no  children.  And  this  man  went  up  out  of  his  city  from 
year  to  year  to  worship  and  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  of 
hosts  in  Shiloh.  And  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and 
Phinehas,  priests  unto  the  Lord,  were  there.  And  when 
the  day  came  that  Elkanah  sacrificed,  he  gave  to  Peninnah 
his  wife,  and  to  all  her  sons  and  her  daughters,  portions : 
but  unto  Hannah  he  gave  a  double  portion :  for  he  loved 
Hannah,  but  the  Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb.  And  her 
rival  provoked  her  sore,  for  to  make  her  fret,  because  the 
Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb.  And  as  he  did  so  year  by 
year,  when  she  went  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  so  she 
provoked  her ;  therefore  she  wept,  and  did  not  eat.  And 
Elkanah  her  husband  said  unto  her,  Hannah,  why  weepest 
thou  ?  and  why  eatest  thou  not  ?  and  why  is  thy  heart 
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grieved  ?  am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  sons  ?  So 
Hannah  rose  up  after  they  had  eaten  in  Shiloh,  and  after 
Ihey  had  drunk.  Now  Eli  the  priest  sat  upon  his  seat  by 
the  door  post  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  she  was 
in  bitterness  of  soul,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  wept 
sore.  And  she  vowed  a  vow,  and  said,  O  Lord  of  hosts, 
if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on  the  affliction  of  thine  hand- 
maid, and  remember  me,  and  not  forget  thine  handmaid, 
but  wilt  give  unto  thine  handmaid  a  man  child,  then  I  will 
give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life,  and  there 
shall  no  razor  come  upon  his  head.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
as  she  continued  praying  before  the  Lord,  that  Eli  marked 
her  mouth.  Now  Hannah,  she  spake  in  her  heart;  only 
her  lips  moved,  but  her  voice  was  not  heard :  therefore  Eli 
thought  she  had  been  drunken.  And  Eli  said  unto  her, 
How  long  wilt  thou  be  drunken  ?  put  away  thy  wine  from 
thee.  And  Hannah  answered  and  said,  No,  my  lord,  I  am 
a  woman  of  a  sorrowful  spirit :  I  have  drunk  neither  wine 
nor  strong  drink,  but  I  poured  out  my  soul  before  the 
Lord.  Count  not  thine  handmaid  for  a  daughter  of 
Belial :  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  my  complaint  and  my 
provocation  have  I  spoken  hitherto.  Then  Eli  answered 
and  said.  Go  in  peace :  and  the  God  of  Israel  grant  thy 
petition  that  thou  hast  asked  of  him.  And  she  said.  Let 
thy  servant  find  grace  in  thy  sight.  So  the  woman  went 
her  way,  and  did  eat,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more 
sad.  And  they  rose  up  in  the  morning  early,  and  wor- 
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shipped  before  the  Lord,  and  returned,  and  came  to  their 
house  to  Ramah  :  and  Elkanah  knew  Hannah  his  wife ; 
and  the  Lord  remembered  her.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  time  was  come  about,  that  Hannah  conceived, 
and  bare  a  son ;  and  she  called  his  name  Samuel,  saying, 
Because  I  have  asked  him  of  the  Lord.  And  the  man 
Elkanah,  and  all  his  house,  went  up  to  offer  unto  the 
Lord  the  yearly  sacrifice,  and  his  vow.  But  Hannah 
went  not  up ;  for  she  said  unto  her  husband,  I  will  not  go 
up  until  the  child  be  weaned,  and  then  I  will  bring  him, 
that  he  may  appear  before  the  Lord,  and  there  abide  for 
ever.  And  Elkanah  her  husband  said  unto  her.  Do  what 
seemeth  thee  good;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him; 
only  the  Lord  establish  his  word.  So  the  woman  tarried 
and  gave  her  son  suck,  until  she  weaned  him.  And  when 
she  had  weaned  him,  she  took  him  up  with  her,  with  three 
bullocks,  and  one  ephah  of  meal,  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 
brought  him  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh : 
and  the  child  was  young.  And  they  slew  the  bullock,  and 
brought  the  child  to  Eli.  And  she  said.  Oh  my  lord,  as 
thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord,  I  am  the  woman  that  stood  by 
thee  here,  praying  unto  the  Lord.  For  this  child  I 
prayed ;  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition  which 
I  asked  of  him :  therefore  I  also  have  granted  him  to  the 
Lord  ;  as  long  as  he  liveth  he  is  granted  to  the  Lord. 
And  he  worshipped  the  Lord  there.  And  Hannah  prayed, 
and  said  : 
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HANNAH'S   THANKSGIVING 

My  heart  exulteth  in  the  Lord, 

Mine  horn  is  exalted  in  the  Lord  : 
My  mouth  is  enlarged  over  mine  enemies ; 

Because  I  rejoice  in  thy  salvation. 
There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord  ; 

For  there  is  none  beside  thee  : 

Neither  is  there  any  rock  like  our  God. 
Talk  no  more  so  exceeding  proudly ; 

Let  not  arrogancy  come  out  of  your  mouth  : 
For  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge, 

And  by  him  actions  are  weighed. 
The  bows  of  the  mighty  men  are  broken, 

And  they  that  stumbled  are  girded  with  strength. 
They  that  were  full  have  hired  out  themselves  for  bread ; 

And  they  that  were  hungry  have  ceased  : 
Yea,  the  barren  hath  borne  seven  ; 

And  she  that  hath  many  children  languisheth. 
The  Lord  killeth  and  maketh  alive  : 

He  bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  bringeth  up. 
The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich : 

He  bringeth  low,  he  also  lifteth  up. 
He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust. 

He  lifteth  up  the  needy  from  the  dunghill. 
To  make  them  sit  with  princes. 

And  inherit  the  throne  of  glory: 
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For  the  pillars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's, 

And  he  hath  set  the  world  upon  them. 
He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  holy  ones, 

But  the  wicked  shall  be  put  to  silence  in  darkness ; 
For  by  strength  shall  no  man  prevail. 

They  that  strive  with  the  Lord  shall  be  broken  to 
pieces ; 
Against  them  shall  he  thunder  in  heaven : 

The  Lord  shall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth ; 
And  he  shall  give  strength  unto  his  king, 

And  exalt  the  horn  of  his  anointed. 

And  Elkanah  went  to  Ramah  to  his  house.     And  the 
child  did  minister  unto  the  Lord  before  Eli  the  priest. 


ii 

Call  of  Samuel  and  Dooming  of  Eli 

Now  the  sons  of  Eli  were  sons  of  Belial ;  they  knew  not 
the  Lord.  And  the  custom  of  the  priests  with  the  people 
was,  that,  when  any  man  offered  sacrifice,  the  priest's  ser- 
vant came,  while  the  flesh  was  in  seething,  with  a  flesh- 
hook  of  three  teeth  in  his  hand ;  and  he  struck  it  into  the 
pan,  or  kettle,  or  caldron,  or  pot ;  all  that  the  fleshhook 
brought  up  the  priest  took  therewith.  So  they  did  in 
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Shiloh  unto  all  the  Israelites  that  came  thither.  Yea, 
before  they  burnt  the  fat,  the  priest's  servant  came,  and 
said  to  the  man  that  sacrificed,  Give  flesh  to  roast  for  the 
priest ;  for  he  will  not  have  sodden  flesh  of  thee,  but  raw. 
And  if  the  man  said  unto  him.  They  will  surely  burn  the 
fat  presently,  and  then  take  as  much  as  thy  soul  desireth ; 
then  he  would  say,  Nay,  but  thou  shalt  give  it  me  now : 
and  if  not,  I  will  take  it  by  force.  And  the  sin  of  the 
young  men  was  very  great  before  the  Lord:  for  men 
abhorred  the  offering  of  the  Lord. 

But  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord,  being  a  child, 
girded  with  a  linen  ephod.  Moreover  his  mother  made 
him  a  little  robe,  and  brought  it  to  him  from  year  to  year, 
when  she  came  up  with  her  husband  to  offer  the  yearly 
sacrifice.  And  Eli  blessed  Elkanah  and  his  wife,  and 
said.  The  Lord  give  thee  seed  of  this  woman,  for  the  loan 
which  was  lent  to  the  Lord.  And  they  went  unto  their 
own  home.  And  the  Lord  visited  Hannah,  and  she  con- 
ceived, and  bare  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  And  the 
child  Samuel  grew  before  the  Lord. 

Now  Eli  was  very  old  ;  and  he  heard  all  that  his  sons  did 
unto  all  Israel,  and  how  that  they  lay  with  the  women  that 
did  service  at  the  door  of  the  tent  of  meeting.  And  he 
said  unto  them.  Why  do  ye  such  things?  for  I  hear  of  your 
evil  dealings  from  all  this  people.  Nay,  my  sons  ;  for  it  is 
no  good  report  that  I  hear :  ye  make  the  Lord's  people  to 
transgress.  If  one  man  sin  against  another,  God  shall 
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judge  him  :  but  if  a  man  sin  against  the  Lord,  who  shall 
intreat  for  him?  Notwithstanding  they  hearkened  not 
unto  the  voice  of  their  father,  because  the  Lord  would 
slay  them.  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  on,  and  was  in 
favour  both  with  the  Lord,  and  also  with  men. 

And  there  came  a  man  of  God  unto  Eli,  and  said  unto 
him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Did  I  reveal  myself  unto  the 
house  of  thy  father,  when  they  were  in  Egypt  in  bondage 
to  Pharaoh's  house?  And  did  I  choose  him  out  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel  to  be  my  priest,  to  go  up  unto  mine  altar 
to  burn  incense,  to  wear  an  ephod  before  me  ?  and  did  I 
give  unto  the  house  of  thy  father  all  the  offerings  of  the 
children  of  Israel  made  by  fire?  Wherefore  kick  ye  at  my 
sacrifice  and  at  mine  offering,  which  I  have  commanded  in 
my  habitation ;  and  honourest  thy  sons  above  me,  to  make 
yourselves  fat  with  the  chiefest  of  all  the  offerings  of  Israel 
my  people?  Therefore  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  saith, 
I  said  indeed  that  thy  house,  and  the  house  of  thy  father, 
should  walk  before  me  for  ever :  but  now  the  Lord  saith. 
Be  it  far  from  me ;  for  them  that  honour  me  I  will  honour, 
and  they  that  despise  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed.  Behold 
the  days  come,  that  I  will  cut  off  thine  arm,  and  the  arm 
of  thy  father's  house,  that  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man  in 
thine  house.  And  thou  shalt  behold  the  affliction  of  my 
habitation,  in  all  the  wealth  which  God  shall  give  Israel : 
and  there  shall  not  be  an  old  man  in  thine  house  for  ever. 
And  the  man  of  thine,  whom  I  shall  not  cut  off  from  mine 
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altar,  shall  be  to  consume  thine  eyes,  and  to  grieve  thine 
heart :  and  all  the  increase  of  thine  house  shall  die  in  the 
flower  of  their  age.  And  this  shall  be  the  sign  unto  thee, 
that  shall  come  upon  thy  two  sons,  on  Hophni  and  Phine- 
has ;  in  one  day  they  shall  die  both  of  them.  And  I  will 
raise  me  up  a  faithful  priest,  that  shall  do  according  to  that 
which  is  in  mine  heart  and  in  my  mind :  and  I  will  build 
him  a  sure  house ;  and  he  shall  walk  before  mine  anointed 
for  ever.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every  one  that  is 
left  in  thine  house  shall  come  and  bow  down  to  him  for  a 
piece  of  silver  and  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  shall  say,  Put  me,  I 
pray  thee,  into  one  of  the  priests'  offices,  that  I  may  eat 
a  morsel  of  bread. 

And  the  child  Samuel  ministered  unto  the  Lord  before 
Eli.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  precious  in  those 
days  ;  there  was  no  open  vision.  And  it  came  to  pass  at 
that  time,  when  Eli  was  laid  down  in  his  place,  (now  his 
eyes  had  begun  to  wax  dim,  that  he  could  not  see,)  and 
the  lamp  of  God  was  not  yet  gone  out,  and  Samuel  was 
laid  down  to  sleep,  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  where  the 
ark  of  God  was ;  that  the  Lord  called  Samuel :  and  he 
said.  Here  am  I.  And  he  ran  unto  Eli,  and  said.  Here  am 
I ;  for  thou  calledst  me.  And  he  said,  I  called  not ;  lie 
down  again.  And  he  went  and  lay  down.  And  the  Lord 
called  yet  again,  Samuel.  And  Samuel  arose  and  went  to 
Eli,  and  said.  Here  am  I ;  for  thou  calledst  me.  And  he 
answered,  I  called  not,  my  son ;  lie  down  again.  Now 
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Samuel  did  not  yet  know  the  Lord,  neither  was  the  word 
of  the  Lord  yet  revealed  unto  him.  And  the  Lord  called 
Samuel  again  the  third  time.  And  he  arose  and  went  to 
Eli,  and  said,  Here  am  I  ;  for  thou  calledst  me.  And  Eli 
perceived  that  the  Lord  had  called  the  child.  Therefore 
Eli  said  unto  Samuel,  Go,  lie  down :  and  it  shall  be,  if  he 
call  thee,  that  thou  shalt  say,  Speak,  Lord  ;  for  thy  ser- 
vant heareth.  So  Samuel  went  and  lay  down  in  his  place. 
And  the  Lord  came,  and  stood,  and  called  as  at  other 
times,  Samuel,  Samuel.  Then  Samuel  said,  Speak ;  for 
thy  servant  heareth.  And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  Be- 
hold, I  will  do  a  thing  in  Israel,  at  which  both  the  ears  of 
every  one  that  heareth  it  shall  tingle.  In  that  day  I  will 
perform  against  Eli  all  that  I  have  spoken  concerning  his 
house,  from  the  beginning  even  unto  the  end.  For  I  have 
told  him  that  I  will  judge  his  house  for  ever,  for  the  in- 
iquity which  he  knew,  because  his  sons  did  bring  a  curse 
upon  themselves,  and  he  restrained  them  not.  And  there- 
fore I  have  sworn  unto  the  house  of  Eli,  that  the  iniquity  of 
Eli's  house  shall  not  be  purged  with  sacrifice  nor  offering 
for  ever.  And  Samuel  lay  until  the  morning,  and  opened 
the  doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Samuel  feared 
to  shew  Eli  the  vision.  Then  Eli  called  Samuel,  and 
said,  Samuel,  my  son.  And  he  said.  Here  am  I.  And  he 
said,  What  is  the  thing  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  unto 
thee  ?  I  pray  thee  hide  it  not  from  me :  God  do  so  to 
thee,  and  more  also,  if  thou  hide  any  thing  from  me  of  all 
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the  things  that  he  spake  unto  thee.  And  Samuel  told 
him  every  whit,  and  hid  nothing  from  him.  And  he  said, 
It  is  the  Lord  :  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good.  And 
Samuel  grew,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  did  let 
none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground.  And  all  Israel  from 
Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba  knew  that  Samuel  was  estab- 
lished to  be  a  prophet  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord 
appeared  again  in  Shiloh :  for  the  Lord  revealed  himself 
to  Samuel  in  Shiloh  by  the  word  of  the  Lord.  And  the 
word  of  Samuel  came  to  all  Israel. 

Now  Israel  went  out  against  the  Philistines  to  battle, 
and  pitched  beside  Eben-ezer :  and  the  Philistines  pitched 
in  Aphek.  And  the  Philistines  put  themselves  in  array 
against  Israel :  and  when  they  joined  battle,  Israel  was 
smitten  before  the  Philistines  :  and  they  slew  of  the  army 
in  the  field  about  four  thousand  men.  And  when  the 
people  were  come  into  the  camp,  the  elders  of  Israel  said, 
Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  smitten  us  today  before  the 
Philistines  ?  Let  us  fetch  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord  out  of  Shiloh  unto  us,  that  it  may  come  among  us, 
and  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies.  So  the  peo- 
ple sent  to  Shiloh,  and  they  brought  from  thence  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  which  sitteth  upon 
the  cherubim :  and  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phin- 
ehas,  were  there  with  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God. 
And  when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  came  into 
the  camp,  all  Israel  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  so  that  the 
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earth  rang  again.  And  when  the  PhiHstines  heard  the 
noise  of  the  shout,  they  said,  What  meaneth  the  noise  of 
this  great  shout  in  the  camp  of  the  Hebrews?  And  they 
understood  that  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  come  into  the 
camp.  And  the  PhiHstines  were  afraid,  for  they  said,  God 
is  come  into  the  camp.  And  they  said,  Woe  unto  us  ! 
for  there  hath  not  been  such  a  thing  heretofore.  Woe 
unto  us  !  who  shall  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  these 
mighty  gods?  these  are  the  gods  that  smote  the  Egyp- 
tians with  all  manner  of  plagues  in  the  wilderness.  Be 
strong,  and  quit  yourselves  like  men,  O  ye  Philistines, 
that  ye  be  not  servants  unto  the  Hebrews,  as  they  have 
been  to  you :  quit  yourselves  like  men,  and  fight.  And 
the  Philistines  fought,  and  Israel  was  smitten,  and  they 
fled  every  man  to  his  tent :  and  there  was  a  very  great 
slaughter;  for  there  fell  of  Israel  thirty  thousand  foot- 
men. And  the  ark  of  God  was  taken ;  and  the  two  sons 
of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  were  slain.  And  there 
ran  a  man  of  Benjamin  out  of  the  army,  and  came  to 
Shiloh  the  same  day  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  with  earth 
upon  his  head.  And  when  he  came,  lo,  Eli  sat  upon  his 
seat  by  the  way  side  watching :  for  his  heart  trembled  for 
the  ark  of  God.  And  when  the  man  came  into  the  city, 
and  told  it,  all  the  city  cried  out.  And  when  Eli  heard 
the  noise  of  the  crying,  he  said.  What  meaneth  the  noise 
of  this  tumult?  And  the  man  hasted,  and  came  and  told 
Eli.  Now  Eli  was  ninety  and  eight  years  old ;  and  his 
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eyes  were  set,  that  he  could  not  see.  And  the  man  said 
unto  Eli,  I  am  he  that  came  out  of  the  army,  and  I  fled 
today  out  of  the  army.  And  he  said,  How  went  the 
matter,  my  son?  And  he  that  brought  the  tidings  an- 
swered and  said,  Israel  is  fled  before  the  Philistines,  and 
there  hath  been  also  a  great  slaughter  among  the  people, 
and  thy  two  sons  also,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  are  dead, 
and  the  ark  of  God  is  taken.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
he  made  mention  of  the  ark  of  God,  that  he  fell  from  off 
his  seat  backward  by  the  side  of  the  gate,  and  his  neck 
brake,  and  he  died :  for  he  was  an  old  man,  and  heavy. 
And  he  had  judged  Israel  forty  years.  And  his  daughter 
in  law,  Phinehas'  wife,  was  with  child,  near  to  be  delivered  : 
and  when  she  heard  the  tidings  that  the  ark  of  God  was 
taken,  and  that  her  father  in  law  and  her  husband  were 
dead,  she  bowed  herself  and  brought  forth  ;  for  her  pains 
came  upon  her.  And  about  the  time  of  her  death  the 
women  that  stood  by  her  said  unto  her.  Fear  not ;  for 
thou  hast  brought  forth  a  son.  But  she  answered  not, 
neither  did  she  regard  it.  And  she  named  the  child 
'  Ichabod,'  saying.  The  ^ glory  is  departed'  from  Israel: 
because  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  and  because  of  her 
father  in  law  and  her  husband.  And  she  said,  The  glory 
is  departed  from  Israel ;  for  the  ark  of  God  is  taken. 
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iii 

The  Ark  and  the  PhiHstines 

Now  the  Philistines  had  taken  the  ark  of  God,  and  they 
brought  it  from  Eben-ezer  unto  Ashdod.  And  the  PhiHs- 
tines took  the  ark  of  God,  and  brought  it  into  the  house 
of  Dagon,  and  set  it  by  Dagon.  And  when  they  of  Ashdod 
arose  early  on  the  morrow,  behold,  Dagon  was  fallen  upon 
his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  And 
they  took  Dagon,  and  set  him  in  his  place  again.  And 
when  they  arose  early  on  the  morrow  morning,  behold, 
Dagon  was  fallen  upon  his  face  to  the  ground  before  the 
ark  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  head  of  Dagon  and  both  the 
palms  of  his  hands  lay  cut  off  upon  the  threshold ;  only 
the  stump  of  Dagon  was  left  to  him.  Therefore  neither 
the  priests  of  Dagon,  nor  any  that  come  into  Dagon's 
house,  tread  on  the  threshold  of  Dagon  in  Ashdod,  unto 
this  day. 

But  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  heavy  upon  them  of 
Ashdod,  and  he  destroyed  them,  and  smote  them  with 
tumours,  even  Ashdod  and  the  borders  thereof.  And 
when  the  men  of  Ashdod  saw  that  it  was  so,  they  said, 
The  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  shall  not  abide  with  us  :  for 
his  hand  is  sore  upon  us,  and  upon  Dagon  our  god. 
They  sent  therefore  and  gathered  all  the  lords  of  the 
Philistines  unto  them,  and  said.  What  shall  we  do  with 
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the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel?  And  they  answered,  Let 
the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  be  carried  about  unto  Gath. 
And  they  carried  the  ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  about 
thither.  And  it  was  so,  that,  after  they  had  carried  it 
about,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  against  the  city  with 
a  very  great  discomfiture :  and  he  smote  the  men  of  the 
city,  both  small  and  great,  and  tumours  brake  out  upon 
them.  So  they  sent  the  ark  of  God  to  Ekron.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  as  the  ark  of  God  came  to  Ekron,  that  the 
Ekronites  cried  out,  saying,  They  have  brought  about  the 
ark  of  the  God  of  Israel  to  us,  to  slay  us  and  our  people. 
They  sent  therefore  and  gathered  together  all  the  lords 
of  the  Philistines,  and  they  said,  Send  away  the  ark  of 
the  God  of  Israel,  and  let  it  go  again  to  its  own  place, 
that  it  slay  us  not,  and  our  people ;  for  there  was  a  deadly 
discomfiture  throughout  all  the  city  ;  the  hand  of  God  was 
very  heavy  there.  And  the  men  that  died  not  were  smit- 
ten with  the  tumours  :  and  the  cry  of  the  city  went  up  to 
heaven. 

And  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  in  the  country  of  the 
Philistines  seven  months.  And  the  Philistines  called  for 
the  priests  and  the  diviners,  saying.  What  shall  we  do  with 
the  ark  of  the  Lord?  shew  us  wherewith  we  shall  send  it 
to  its  place.  And  they  said,  If  ye  send  away  the  ark  of 
the  God  of  Israel,  send  it  not  empty;  but  in  any  wise 
return  him  a  guilt  offering :  then  ye  shall  be  healed,  and 
it  shall  be  known  to  you  why  his  hand  is  not  removed 
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from  you.  Then  said  they,  What  shall  be  the  guilt  offer- 
ing which  we  shall  return  to  him?  And  they  said,  Five 
golden  tumours,  and  five  golden  mice,  according  to  the 
number  of  the  lords  of  the  Philistines :  for  one  plague 
was  on  you  all,  and  on  your  lords.  Wherefore,  ye  shall 
make  images  of  your  tumours,  and  images  of  your  mice 
that  mar  the  land ;  and  ye  shall  give  glory  unto  the  God 
of  Israel :  peradventure  he  will  lighten  his  hand  from  off 
you,  and  from  off  your  gods,  and  from  off  your  land. 
Wherefore  then  do  ye  harden  your  hearts,  as  the  Egyp- 
tians and  Pharaoh  hardened  their  hearts?  when  he  had 
wrought  wonderfully  among  them,  did  they  not  let  the 
people  go,  and  they  departed?  Now  therefore  take  and 
prepare  you  a  new  cart,  and  two  milch  kine,  on  which 
there  hath  come  no  yoke,  and  tie  the  kine  to  the  cart,  and 
bring  their  calves  home  from  them :  and  take  the  ark  of 
the  Lord,  and  lay  it  upon  the  cart ;  and  put  the  jewels 
of  gold,  which  ye  return  him  for  a  guilt  offering,  in  a  coffer 
by  the  side  thereof;  and  send  it  away,  that  it  may  go. 
And  see,  if  it  goeth  up  by  the  way  of  its  own  border  to 
Beth-shemesh,  then  he  hath  done  us  this  great  evil :  but 
if  not,  then  we  shall  know  that  it  is  not  his  hand  that 
smote  us  ;  it  was  a  chance  that  happened  to  us.  And  the 
men  did  so ;  and  took  two  milch  kine,  and  tied  them  to 
the  cart,  and  shut  up  their  calves  at  home :  and  they  put 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  upon  the  cart,  and  the  coffer  with  the 
mice  of  gold  and  the  images  of  their  tumours.  And  the 
«6S 


Book  VII  ^>S  Bible    History 

kine  took  the  straight  way  by  the  way  to  Beth-shemesh ; 
they  went  along  the  high  way,  lowing  as  they  went,  and 
turned  not  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ;  and  the 
lords  of  the  Philistines  went  after  them  unto  the  border  of 
Beth-shemesh.  And  they  of  Beth-shemesh  were  reaping 
their  wheat  harvest  in  the  valley :  and  they  lifted  up  their 
eyes,  and  saw  the  ark,  and  rejoiced  to  see  it.  And  the 
cart  came  into  the  field  of  Joshua  the  Beth-shemite,  and 
stood  there,  where  there  was  a  great  stone :  and  they 
clave  the  wood  of  the  cart,  and  offered  up  the  kine  for 
a  burnt  offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  the  Levites  took 
down  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the  coffer  that  was  with 
it,  wherein  the  jewels  of  gold  were,  and  put  them  on  the 
great  stone :  and  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh  offered  burnt 
offerings  and  sacrificed  sacrifices  the  same  day  unto  the 
Lord.  And  when  the  five  lords  of  the  Philistines  had 
seen  it,  they  returned  to  Ekron  the  same  day.  And 
these  are  the  golden  tumours  which  the  Philistines  re- 
turned for  a  guilt  offering  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  Ashdod 
one,  for  Gaza  one,  for  Ashkelon  one,  for  Gath  one,  for 
Ekron  one ;  and  the  golden  mice,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  all  the  cities  of  the  Philistines  belonging  to  the  five 
lords,  both  of  fenced  cities  and  of  country  villages :  even 
unto  the  great  stone,  whereon  they  set  down  the  ark  of 
the  Lord,  which  stone  remaineth  unto  this  day  in  the 
field  of  Joshua  the  Beth-shemite.  And  he  smote  of  the 
men  of  Beth-shemesh,  because  they  had  looked  into 
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the  ark  of  the  LORD,  even  he  smote  of  the  people  seventy 
men,  and  fifty  thousand  men :  and  the  people  mourned, 
because  the  Lord  'had  smitten  the  people  with  a  great 
slaughter.  And  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh  said,  Who  is 
able  to  stand  before  the  Lord,  this  holy  God?  and  to 
whom  shall  he  go  up  from  us?  And  they  sent  messengers 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Kiriath-jearim,  saying,  The  Philis- 
tines have  brought  again  the  ark  of  the  Lord  ;  come  ye 
down,  and  fetch  it  up  to  you.  And  the  men  of  Kiriath- 
jearim  came,  and  fetched  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and 
brought  it  into  the  house  of  Abinadab  in  the  hill,  and 
sanctified  Eleazar  his  son  to  keep  the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

4.  And  it  came  to  pass,  from  the  day  that  the  ark  abode 
in  Kiriath-jearim,  that  the  time  was  long;  for  it  was 
twenty  years :  and  all  the  house  of  Israel  lamented  after 
the  Lord.  And  Samuel  spake  unto  all  the  house  of 
Israel,  saying,  If  ye  do  return  unto  the  Lord  with  all 
your  heart,  then  put  away  the  strange  gods  and  the  Ash- 
taroth  from  among  you,  and  prepare  your  hearts  unto  the 
Lord,  and  serve  him  only :  and  he  will  deliver  you  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  Then  the  children  of  Israel 
did  put  away  the  Baalim  and  the  Ashtaroth,  and  served 
the  Lord  only. 

And  Samuel  said.  Gather  all  Israel  to  Mizpah,  and  I 
will  pray  for  you  unto  the  Lord.  And  they  gathered  to- 
gether to  Mizpah,  and  drew  water,  and  poured  it  out 
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before  the  Lord,  and  fasted  on  that  day,  and  said  there, 
We  have  sinned  against  the  Lord.  And  Samuel  judged 
the  children  of  Israel  in  Mizpah.  And  when  the  Philis- 
tines heard  that  the  children  of  Israel  were  gathered 
together  to  Mizpah,  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  went  up 
against  Israel.  And  when  the  children  of  Israel  heard  it, 
they  were  afraid  of  the  Philistines.  And  the  children 
of  Israel  said  to  Samuel,  Cease  not  to  cry  unto  the  Lord 
our  God  for  us,  that  he  will  save  us  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  Philistines.  And  Samuel  took  a  sucking  lamb,  and 
offered  it  for  a  whole  burnt  offering  unto  the  Lord  :  and 
Samuel  cried  unto  the  Lord  for  Israel ;  and  the  Lord  an- 
swered him.  And  as  Samuel  was  offering  up  the  burnt 
offering,  the  Philistines  drew  near  to  battle  against  Israel : 
but  the  Lord  thundered  with  a  great  thunder  on  that  day 
upon  the  Philistines,  and  discomfited  them ;  and  they 
were  smitten  down  before  Israel.  And  the  men  of  Israel 
went  out  of  Mizpah,  and  pursued  the  Philistines,  and 
smote  them,  until  they  came  unto  Beth-car.  Then  Sam- 
uel took  a  stone,  and  set  it  between  Mizpah  and  Shen,  and 
called  the  name  of  it  'Eben-ezer,'  saying.  Hitherto  hath 
the  Lord  'helped'  us.  So  the  Philistines  were  subdued, 
and  they  came  no  more  within  the  border  of  Israel :  and 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  against  the  Philistines  all  the 
days  of  Samuel.  And  the  cities  which  the  Philistines  had 
taken  from  Israel  were  restored  to  Israel,  from  Ekron  even 
unto  Gath ;  and  the  border  thereof  did  Israel  deliver  out 
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of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  And  there  was  peace 
between  Israel  and  the  Amorites.  And  Samuel  judged 
Israel  all  the  days  of  his  life.  And  he  went  from  year  to 
year  in  circuit  to  Beth-el,  and  Gilgal,  and  Mizpah  ;  and  he 
judged  Israel  in  all  those  places.  And  his  return  was  to 
Ramah,  for  there  was  his  house;  and  there  he  judged 
Israel:   and  he  built  there  an  altar  unto  the  Lord. 


The  Anointing  of  Saul  and  Retirement  of  Samuel 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Samuel  was  old,  that  he 
made  his  sons  judges  over  Israel.  Now  the  name  of  his 
firstborn  was  Joel ;  and  the  name  of  his  second,  Abijah : 
they  were  judges  in  Beer-sheba.  And  his  sons  walked 
not  in  his  ways,  but  turned  aside  after  lucre,  and  took 
bribes,  and  perverted  judgement. 

Then  all  the  elders  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  to- 
gether, and  came  to  Samuel  unto  Ramah  :  and  they  said 
unto  him.  Behold  thou  art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk  not  in 
thy  ways :  now  make  us  a  king  to  judge  us  like  all  the 
nations.  But  the  thing  displeased  Samuel,  when  they 
said.  Give  us  a  king  to  judge  us.  And  Samuel  prayed  unto 
the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Hearken 
unto  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  that  they  say  unto 
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thee :  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  re- 
jected me,  that  I  should  not  be  king  over  them.  Accord- 
ing to  all  the  works  which  they  have  done  since  the  day 
that  I  brought  them  up  out  of  Egypt  even  unto  this  day, 
in  that  they  have  forsaken  me,  and  served  other  gods, 
so  do  they  also  unto  thee.  Now  therefore  hearken  unto 
their  voice :  howbeit  thou  shalt  protest  solemnly  unto 
them,  and  shalt  shew  them  the  manner  of  the  king  that 
shall  reign  over  them. 

And  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  unto  the 
people  that  asked  of  him  a  king.  And  he  said.  This  will 
be  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over  you :  he 
will  take  your  sons,  and  appoint  them  unto  him,  for  his 
chariots,  and  to  be  his  horsemen ;  and  they  shall  run  be- 
fore his  chariots :  and  he  will  appoint  them  unto  him  for 
captains  of  thousands,  and  captains  of  fifties ;  and  he  will 
set  some  to  plow  his  ground,  and  to  reap  his  harvest,  and 
to  make  his  instruments  of  war,  and  the  instruments  of 
his  chariots.  And  he  will  take  your  daughters  to  be  con- 
fectionaries,  and  to  be  cooks,  and  to  be  bakers.  And  he 
will  take  your  fields,  and  your  vineyards,  and  your  olive- 
yards,  even  the  best  of  them,  and  give  them  to  his  ser- 
vants. And  he  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  seed,  and  of 
your  vineyards,  and  give  to  his  officers,  and  to  his  ser- 
vants. And  he  will  take  your  menservants,  and  your 
maidservants,  and  your  goodliest  young  men,  and  your 
asses,  and  put  them  to  his  work.  He  will  take  the  tenth 
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of  your  flocks :  and  ye  shall  be  his  servants.  And  ye 
shall  cry  out  in  that  day  because  of  your  king  which  ye 
shall  have  chosen  you ;  and  the  Lord  will  not  answer  you 
in  that  day.  But  the  people  refused  to  hearken  unto  the 
voice  of  Samuel ;  and  they  said,  Nay  ;  but  we  will  have  a 
king  over  us ;  that  we  also  may  be  like  all  the  nations ; 
and  that  our  king  may  judge  us,  and  go  out  before  us,  and 
fight  our  battles.  And  Samuel  heard  all  the  words  of  the 
people,  and  he  rehearsed  them  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord. 
And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  Hearken  unto  their  voice, 
and  make  them  a  king.  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  men 
of  Israel,  Go  ye  every  man  unto  his  city. 

Now  there  was  a  man  of  Benjamin,  whose  name  was 
Kish,  the  son  of  Abiel,  the  son  of  Zeror,  the  son  of  Beco- 
rath,  the  son  of  Aphiah,  the  son  of  a  Benjamite,  a  mighty 
man  of  valour.  And  he  had  a  son,  whose  name  was  Saul, 
a  young  man  and  a  goodly :  and  there  was  not  among  the 
children  of  Israel  a  goodlier  person  than  he:  from  his 
shoulders  and  upward  he  was  higher  than  any  of  the 
people.  And  the  asses  of  Kish  SauPs  father  were  lost. 
And  Kish  said  to  Saul  his  son,  Take  now  one  of  the  ser- 
vants with  thee,  and  arise,  go  seek  the  asses.  And  he 
passed  through  the  hill  country  of  Ephraim,  and  passed 
through  the  land  of  Shalishah,  but  they  found  them  not : 
then  they  passed  through  the  land  of  Shaalim,  and  there 
they  were  not :  and  he  passed  through  the  land  of  the 
Benjamites,  but  they  found  them  not.  When  they  were 
171 


Book  VII  -^^  Bible    History 

come  to  the  land  of  Zuph,  Saul  said  to  his  servant  that 
was  with  him,  Come  and  let  us  return;  lest  my  father 
leave  caring  for  the  asses,  and  take  thought  for  us.  And 
he  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  there  is  in  this  city  a  man 
of  God,  and  he  is  a  man  that  is  held  in  honour ;  all  that 
he  saith  cometh  surely  to  pass :  now  let  us  go  thither ; 
peradventure  he  can  tell  us  concerning  our  journey 
whereon  we  go.  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant,  But, 
behold,  if  we  go,  what  shall  we  bring  the  man?  for  the 
bread  is  spent  in  our  vessels,  and  there  is  not  a  present  to 
bring  to  the  man  of  God  :  what  have  we?  And  the  serv- 
ant answered  Saul  again,  and  said,  Behold,  I  have  in  my 
hand  the  fourth  part  of  a  shekel  of  silver :  that  will  I  give 
to  the  man  of  God,  to  tell  us  our  way.^ 

Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant,  Well  said ;  come,  let  us 
go.  So  they  went  unto  the  city  where  the  man  of  God 
was.  As  they  went  up  the  ascent  to  the  city,  they  found 
young  maidens  going  out  to  draw  water,  and  said  unto 
them.  Is  the  seer  here?  And  they  answered  them,  and 
said.  He  is ;  behold,  he  is  before  thee :  make  haste  now, 
for  he  is  come  today  into  the  city ;  for  the  people  have  a 
sacrifice  today  in  the  high  place :  as  soon  as  ye  be  come 
into  the  city,  ye  shall  straightway  find  him,  before  he  go 
up  to  the  high  place  to  eat :  for  the  people  will  not  eat  until 

1  Beforetime  in  Israel,  when  a  man  went  to  inquire  of  God,  thus  he  said, 
Come  and  let  us  go  to  the  seer:  for  he  that  is  now  called  a  Prophet  was 
beforetime  called  a  Seer. 
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he  come,  because  he  doth  bless  the  sacrifice ;  and  after- 
wards they  eat  that  be  bidden.  Now  therefore  get  you 
up  ;  for  at  this  time  ye  shall  find  him.  And  they  went  up 
to  the  city;  and  as  they  came  within  the  city,  behold, 
Samuel  came  out  against  them,  for  to  go  up  to  the  high 
place. 

Now  the  Lord  had  revealed  unto  Samuel  a  day  before 
Saul  came,  saying,  Tomorrow  about  this  time  I  will  send 
thee  a  man  out  of  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  thou  shalt 
anoint  him  to  be  prince  over  my  people  Israel,  and  he 
shall  save  my  people  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Philistines : 
for  I  have  looked  upon  my  people,  because  their  cry  is 
come  unto  me.  And  when  Samuel  saw  Saul,  the  Lord 
said  unto  him,  Behold  the  man  of  whom  I  spake  to  thee! 
this  same  shall  have  authority  over  my  people.  Then 
Saul  drew  near  to  Samuel  in  the  gate,  and  said.  Tell  me, 
I  pray  thee,  where  the  seer's  house  is.  And  Samuel 
answered  Saul,  and  said,  I  am  the  seer ;  go  up  before  me 
unto  the  high  place,  for  ye  shall  eat  with  me  today :  and 
in  the  morning  I  will  let  thee  go,  and  will  tell  thee  all  that 
is  in  thine  heart.  And  as  for  thine  asses  that  were  lost 
three  days  ago,  set  not  thy  mind  on  them ;  for  they  are 
found.  And  on  whom  is  all  the  desire  of  Israel?  Is  it 
not  on  thee,  and  on  all  thy  father's  house?  And  Saul 
answered  and  said.  Am  not  I  a  Benjamite,  of  the  smallest 
of  the  tribes  of  Israel?  and  my  family  the  least  of  all  the 
families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin?  wherefore  then  speakest 
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thou  to  me  after  this  manner?  And  Samuel  took  Saul 
and  his  servant,  and  brought  them  into  the  guest-chamber, 
and  made  them  sit  in  the  chiefest  place  among  them  that 
were  bidden,  which  were  about  thirty  persons.  And 
Samuel  said  unto  the  cook.  Bring  the  portion  which  I 
gave  thee,  of  which  I  said  unto  thee,  Set  it  by  thee.  And 
the  cook  took  up  the  thigh,  and  that  which  was  upon  it, 
and  set  it  before  Saul.  And  Samuel  said,  Behold  that 
which  hath  been  reserved!  set  it  before  thee  and  eat; 
because  unto  the  appointed  time  hath  it  been  kept  for 
thee,  for  I  said,  I  have  invited  the  people.  So  Saul  did 
eat  with  Samuel  that  day.  And  when  they  were  come 
down  from  the  high  place  into  the  city,  he  communed 
with  Saul  upon  the  housetop.  And  they  arose  early  :  and 
it  came  to  pass  about  the  spring  of  the  day,  that  Samuel 
called  to  Saul  on  the  housetop,  saying.  Up,  that  I  may 
send  thee  away.  And  Saul  arose,  and  they  went  out  both 
of  them,  he  and  Samuel,  abroad.  As  they  were  going 
down  at  the  end  of  the  city,  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Bid  the 
servant  pass  on  before  us,  (and  he  passed  on,)  but  stand 
thou  still  at  this  time,  that  I  may  cause  thee  to  hear  the 
word  of  God.  Then  Samuel  took  the  vial  of  oil,  and 
poured  it  upon  his  head,  and  kissed  him,  and  said,  Is  it 
not  that  the  Lord  hath  anointed  thee  to  be  prince  over 
his  inheritance?  When  thou  art  departed  from  me  today, 
then  thou  shalt  find  two  men  by  Rachel's  sepulchre,  in 
the  border  of  Benjamin  at  Zelzah  ;  and  they  will  say  unto 
174 


The   Judges  8«^  Book  VII 

thee,  The  asses  which  thou  wentest  to  seek  are  found : 
and,  lo,  thy  father  hath  left  the  care  of  the  asses,  and 
taketh  thought  for  you,  saying.  What  shall  I  do  for  my 
son?  Then  shalt  thou  go  on  forward  from  thence,  and 
thou  shalt  come  to  the  oak  of  Tabor,  and  there  shall  meet 
thee  there  three  men  going  up  to  God  to  Beth-el,  one 
carrying  three  kids,  and  another  carrying  three  loaves  of 
bread,  and  another  carrying  a  bottle  of  wine :  and  they 
will  salute  thee,  and  give  thee  two  loaves  of  bread ;  which 
thou  shalt  receive  of  their  hand.  After  that  thou  shalt 
come  to  the  hill  of  God,  where  is  the  garrison  of  the 
Philistines  :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  thou  art  come 
thither  to  the  city,  that  thou  shalt  meet  a  band  of  prophets 
coming  down  from  the  high  place  with  a  psaltery,  and  a 
timbrel,  and  a  pipe,  and  a  harp,  before  them ;  and  they 
shall  be  prophesying:  and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  will 
come  mightily  upon  thee,  and  thou  shalt  prophesy  with 
them,  and  shalt  be  turned  into  another  man.  And  let  it 
be,  when  these  signs  are  come  unto  thee,  that  thou  do  as 
occasion  serve  thee;  for  God  is  with  thee.  And  thou 
shalt  go  down  before  me  to  Gilgal ;  and,  behold,  I  will 
come  down  unto  thee,  to  offer  burnt  offerings,  and  to 
sacrifice  sacrifices  of  peace  offerings :  seven  days  shalt 
thou  tarry,  till  I  come  unto  thee,  and  shew  thee  what  thou 
shalt  do.  And  it  was  so,  that  when  he  had  turned  his 
back  to  go  from  Samuel,  God  gave  him  another  heart : 
and  all  those  signs  came  to  pass  that  day. 
175 


Book  VII  ^^  Bible    History 

And  when  they  came  thither  to  the  hill,  behold,  a  band 
of  prophets  met  him  ;  and  the  spirit  of  God  came  mightily 
upon  him,  and  he  prophesied  among  them.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  all  that  knew  him  beforetimes  saw  that, 
behold,  he  prophesied  with  the  prophets,  then  the  people 
said  one  to  another,  What  is  this  that  is  come  unto  the 
son  of  Kish?  Is  Saul  also  among  the  prophets?  And 
one  of  the  same  place  answered  and  said.  And  who  is  their 
father?  Therefore  it  became  a  proverb,  Is  Saul  also 
among  the  prophets  ?  And  when  he  had  made  an  end  of 
prophesying,  he  came  to  the  high  place. 

And  SauPs  uncle  said  unto  him  and  to  his  servant, 
Whither  went  ye?  And  he  said,  To  seek  the  asses  :  and 
when  we  saw  that  they  were  not  found,  we  came  to 
Samuel.  And  SauPs  uncle  said,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee, 
what  Samuel  said  unto  you.  And  Saul  said  unto  his 
uncle.  He  told  us  plainly  that  the  asses  were  found.  But 
concerning  the  matter  of  the  kingdom,  whereof  Samuel 
spake,  he  told  him  not. 

And  Samuel  called  the  people  together  unto  the  Lord 
to  Mizpah ;  and  he  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  I  brought  up  Israel  out 
of  Egypt,  and  I  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  the  kingdoms  that 
oppressed  you :  but  ye  have  this  day  rejected  your  God, 
who  himself  saveth  you  out  of  all  your  calamities  and  your 
distresses ;  and  ye  have  said  unto  him,  Nay,  but  set  a 
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king  over  us.  Now  therefore  present  yourselves  before 
the  Lord  by  your  tribes,  and  by  your  thousands.  So 
Samuel  brought  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  near,  and  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin  was  taken.  And  he  brought  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin  near  by  their  families,  and  the  family  of  the 
Matrites  was  taken  :  and  Saul  the  son  of  Kish  was  taken  ; 
but  when  they  sought  him,  he  could  not  be  found.  There- 
fore they  asked  of  the  Lord  further.  Is  there  yet  a  man  to 
come  hither?  And  the  Lord  answered.  Behold,  he  hath 
hid  himself  among  the  stuff.  And  they  ran  and  fetched 
him  thence ;  and  when  he  stood  among  the  people,  he 
was  higher  than  any  of  the  people  from  his  shoulders  and 
upward.  And  Samuel  said  to  all  the  people,  See  ye  him 
whom  the  Lord  hath  chosen,  that  there  is  none  like  him 
among  all  the  people?  And  all  the  people  shouted,  and 
said,  God  save  the  king. 

Then  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the  king- 
dom, and  wrote  it  in  a  book,  and  laid  it  up  before  the 
Lord.  And  Samuel  sent  all  the  people  away,  every  man 
to  his  house.  And  Saul  also  went  to  his  house  to  Gibeah  ; 
and  there  went  with  him  the  host,  whose  hearts  God  had 
touched.  But  certain  sons  of  Belial  said.  How  shall  this 
man  save  us?  And  they  despised  him,  and  brought  him 
no  present.     But  he  held  his  peace. 

Then  Nahash  the  Ammonite  came  up,  and  encamped 
against  Jabesh-gilead  :  and  all  the  men  of  Jabesh  said  unto 
Nahash,  Make  a  covenant  with  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee. 
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And  Nahash  the  Ammonite  said  unto  them,  On  this  con- 
dition will  I  make  it  with  you,  that  all  your  right  eyes  be 
put  out ;  and  I  will  lay  it  for  a  reproach  upon  all  Israel. 
And  the  elders  of  Jabesh  said  unto  him,  Give  us  seven 
days'  respite,  that  we  may  send  messengers  unto  all  the 
borders  of  Israel :  and  then,  if  there  be  none  to  save  us, 
we  will  come  out  to  thee.  Then  came  the  messengers  to 
Gibeah  of  Saul,  and  spake  these  words  in  the  ears  of  the 
people  :  and  all  the  people  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept. 
And,  behold,  Saul  came  following  the  oxen  out  of  the 
field;  and  Saul  said.  What  aileth  the  people  that  they 
weep  ?  And  they  told  him  the  words  of  the  men  of  Jabesh. 
And  the  spirit  of  God  came  mightily  upon  Saul  when  he 
heard  those  words,  and  his  anger  was  kindled  greatly. 
And  he  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  cut  them  in  pieces,  and 
sent  them  throughout  all  the  borders  of  Israel  by  the  hand 
of  messengers,  saying,  Whosoever  cometh  not  forth  after 
Saul  and  after  Samuel,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen. 
And  the  dread  of  the  Lord  fell  on  the  people,  and  they 
came  out  as  one  man.  And  he  numbered  them  in  Bezek ; 
and  the  children  of  Israel  were  three  hundred  thousand, 
and  the  men  of  Judah  thirty  thousand.  And  they  said 
unto  the  messengers  that  came,  Thus  shall  ye  say  unto  the 
men  of  Jabesh-gilead,  Tomorrow,  by  the  time  the  sun  is 
hot,  ye  shall  have  deliverance.  And  the  messengers  came 
and  told  the  men  of  Jabesh  ;  and  they  were  glad.  There- 
fore the  men  of  Jabesh  said,  Tomorrow  we  will  come  out 
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unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do  with  us  all  that  seemeth  good 
unto  you.  And  it  was  so  on  the  morrow,  that  Saul  put 
the  people  in  three  companies ;  and  they  came  into  the 
midst  of  the  camp  in  the  morning  watch,  and  smote  the 
Ammonites  until  the  heat  of  the  day  :  and  it  came  to  pass, 
that  they  which  remained  were  scattered,  so  that  two  of 
them  were  not  left  together.  And  the  people  said  unto 
Samuel,  Who  is  he  that  said,  Shall  Saul  reign  over  us? 
bring  the  men,  that  we  may  put  them  to  death.  And  Saul 
said.  There  shall  not  a  man  be  put  to  death  this  day :  for 
today  the  Lord  hath  wrought  deliverance  in  Israel. 

Then  said  Samuel  to  the  people,  Come  and  let  us  go  to 
Gilgal,  and  renew  the  kingdom  there.  And  all  the  people 
went  to  Gilgal ;  and  there  they  made  Saul  king  before  the 
Lord  in  Gilgal ;  and  there  they  sacrificed  sacrifices  of 
peace  offerings  before  the  Lord  ;  and  there  Saul  and  all 
the  men  of  Israel  rejoiced  greatly. 

And  Samuel  said  unto  all  Israel,  Behold,  I  have  heark- 
ened unto  your  voice  in  all  that  ye  said  unto  me,  and  have 
made  a  king  over  you.  And  now,  behold,  the  king 
walketh  before  you :  and  I  am  old  and  grayheaded ;  and, 
behold,  my  sons  are  with  you :  and  I  have  walked  before 
you  from  my  youth  unto  this  day.  Here  I  am:  witness 
against  me  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  anointed : 
whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whose  ass  have  I  taken  ?  or 
whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  whom  have  I  oppressed  ?  or  of 
whose  hand  have  I  taken  a  ransom  to  blind  mine  eyes 
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therewith  ?  and  I  will  restore  it  you.  And  they  said,  Thou 
hast  not  defrauded  us,  nor  oppressed  us,  neither  hast  thou 
taken  aught  of  any  man's  hand.  And  he  said  unto  them, 
The  Lord  is  witness  against  you,  and  his  anointed  is  witness 
this  day,  that  ye  have  not  found  aught  in  my  hand.  And 
they  said,  He  is  witness.  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people, 
It  is  the  Lord  that  appointed  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  that 
brought  your  fathers  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Now 
therefore  stand  still,  that  I  may  plead  with  you  before  the 
Lord  concerning  all  the  righteous  acts  of  the  Lord,  which 
he  did  to  you  and  to  your  fathers.  When  Jacob  was  come 
into  Egypt,  and  your  fathers  cried  unto  the  Lord,  then 
the  Lord  sent  Moses  and  Aaron,  who  brought  forth  your 
fathers  out  of  Egypt,  and  made  them  to  dwell  in  this  place. 
But  they  forgat  the  Lord  their  God,  and  he  sold  them 
into  the  hand  of  Sisera,  captain  of  the  host  of  Hazor,  and 
into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines,  and  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Moab,  and  they  fought  against  them.  And  they 
cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said.  We  have  sinned,  because 
we  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  and  have  served  the  Baalim 
and  the  Ashtaroth  :  but  now  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of 
our  enemies,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  And  the  Lord  sent 
Jerubbaal,  and  Bedan,  and  Jephthah,  and  Samuel,  and 
delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  your  enemies  on  every 
side,  and  ye  dwelled  in  safety.  And  when  ye  saw  that 
Nahash  the  king  of  the  children  of  Ammon  came  against 
you,  ye  said  unto  me,  Nay,  but  a  king  shall  reign  over  us : 
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when  the  Lord  your  God  was  your  king.  Now  therefore 
behold  the  king  whom  ye  have  chosen,  and  whom  ye  have 
asked  for:  and,  behold,  the  Lord  hath  set  a  king  over 
you.  If  ye  will  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him,  and  hearken 
unto  his  voice,  and  not  rebel  against  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord,  and  both  ye  and  also  the  king  that  reigneth 
over  you  be  followers  of  the  Lord  your  God,  well :  but  if 
ye  will  not  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  rebel 
ao^ainst  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  then  shall  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  be  against  you,  as  it  was  against  your 
fathers.  Now  therefore  stand  still  and  see  this  great 
thing,  which  the  Lord  will  do  before  your  eyes.  Is  it  not 
wheat  harvest  today  ?  I  will  call  unto  the  Lord,  that  he 
may  send  thunder  and  rain ;  and  ye  shall  know  and  see 
that  your  wickedness  is  great,  which  ye  have  done  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  in  asking  you  a  king.  So  Samuel 
called  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  sent  thunder  and 
rain  that  day,  and  all  the  people  greatly  feared  the  Lord 
and  Samuel.  And  all  the  people  said  unto  Samuel,  Pray 
for  thy  servants  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  we  die  not : 
for  we  have  added  unto  all  our  sins  this  evil,  to  ask  us  a 
king.  And  Samuel  said  unto  the  people,  Fear  not :  ye 
have  indeed  done  all  this  evil :  yet  turn  not  aside  from 
following  the  Lord,  but  serve  the  Lord  with  all  your 
heart,  and  turn  ye  not  aside :  for  then  should  ye  go  after 
vain  things  which  cannot  profit  nor  deliver,  for  they  are 
vain.  For  the  Lord  will  not  forsake  his  people  for  his 
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great  name's  sake :  because  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  to 
make  you  a  people  unto  himself.  Moreover  as  for  me, 
God  forbid  that  I  should  sin  against  the  Lord  in  ceasing 
to  pray  for  you :  but  I  will  instruct  you  in  the  good  and 
the  right  way.  Only  fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in 
truth  with  all  your  heart :  for  consider  how  great  things 
he  hath  done  for  you.  But  if  ye  shall  still  do  wickedly, 
ye  shall  be  consumed,  both  ye  and  your  king. 

6.  Saul  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign ; 
and  he  reigned  two  years  over  Israel.  And  Saul  chose 
him  three  thousand  men  of  Israel ;  whereof  two  thousand 
were  with  Saul  in  Michmash  and  in  the  mount  of  Beth-el, 
and  a  thousand  were  with  Jonathan  in  Gibeah  of  Benja- 
min :  and  the  rest  of  the  people  he  sent  every  man  to  his 
tent. 

And  Jonathan  smote  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines  that 
was  in  Geba,  and  the  Philistines  heard  of  it.  And  Saul 
blew  the  trumpet  throughout  all  the  land,  saying,  Let  the 
Hebrews  hear.  And  all  Israel  heard  say  that  Saul  had 
smitten  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines,  and  that  Israel  also 
was  had  in  abomination  with  the  Philistines.  And  the 
people  were  gathered  together  after  Saul  to  Gilgal. 

And  the  Philistines  assembled  themselves  together  to 
fight  with  Israel,  thirty  thousand  chariots,  and  six  thou- 
sand horsemen,  and  people  as  the  sand  which  is  on  the 
sea  shore  in  multitude  :  and  they  came  up,  and  pitched  in 

l82 


The   Judges  9«-  Book  VII 

Michmash,  eastward  of  Beth-aven.  When  the  men  of 
Israel  saw  that  they  were  in  a  strait,  (for  the  people  were 
distressed,)  then  the  people  did  hide  themselves  in  caves, 
and  in  thickets,  and  in  rocks,  and  in  holds,  and  in  pits. 
Now  some  of  the  Hebrews  had  gone  over  Jordan  to  the 
land  of  Gad  and  Gilead ;  but  as  for  Saul,  he  was  yet  in 
Gilgal,  and  all  the  people  followed  him  trembling. 

And  he  tarried  seven  days,  according  to  the  set  time  that 
Samuel  had  appointed :  but  Samuel  came  not  to  Gilgal ; 
and  the  people  were  scattered  from  him.  And  Saul  said. 
Bring  hither  the  burnt  offering  to  me,  and  the  peace 
offerings.  And  he  offered  the  burnt  offering.  And  it 
came  to  pass  that,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of 
offering  the  burnt  offering,  behold,  Samuel  came ;  and 
Saul  went  out  to  meet  him,  that  he  might  salute  him. 
And  Samuel  said.  What  hast  thou  done  ?  And  Saul  said, 
Because  I  saw  that  the  people  were  scattered  from  me,  and 
that  thou  camest  not  within  the  days  appointed,  and  that 
the  Philistines  assembled  themselves  together  at  Mich- 
mash ;  therefore  said  I,  Now  will  the  Philistines  come 
down  upon  me  to  Gilgal,  and  I  have  not  intreated  the  fa- 
vour of  the  Lord  :  I  forced  myself  therefore,  and  offered 
the  burnt  offering.  And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Thou 
hast  done  foolishly :  thou  hast  not  kept  the  command- 
ment of  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  he  commanded  thee : 
for  now  would  the  Lord  have  established  thy  kingdom 
upon  Israel  for  ever.  But  now  thy  kingdom  shall  not 
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continue :  the  Lord  hath  sought  him  a  man  after  his  own 
heart,  and  the  Lord  hath  appointed  him  to  be  prince 
over  his  people,  because  thou  hast  not  kept  that  which  the 
Lord  commanded  thee.  And  Samuel  arose,  and  gat  him 
up  from  Gilgal  unto  Gibeah  of  Benjamin. 


Vll 

The  Raid  on  Michmash 

And  Saul  numbered  the  people  that  were  present  with 
him,  about  six  hundred  men.  And  Saul,  and  Jonathan 
his  son,  and  the  people  that  were  present  with  them, 
abode  in  Geba  of  Benjamin :  but  the  Philistines  en- 
camped in  Michmash.  And  the  spoilers  came  out  of 
the  camp  of  the  Philistines  in  three  companies :  one 
company  turned  unto  the  way  that  leadeth  to  Ophrah, 
unto  the  land  of  Shual :  and  another  company  turned 
the  way  to  Beth-horon :  and  another  company  turned 
the  way  of  the  border  that  looketh  down  upon  the  val- 
ley of  Zeboim  toward  the  wilderness. 

Now  there  was  no  smith  found  throughout  all  the  land 
of  Israel :  for  the  Philistines  said,  Lest  the  Hebrews  make 
them  swords  or  spears :  but  all  the  Israelites  went  down 
to  the  Philistines,  to  sharpen  every  man  his  share,  and 
his  coulter,  and  his  axe,  and  his  mattock ;  yet  they  had  a 
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file  for  the  mattocks,  and  for  the  coulters,  and  for  the 
forks,  and  for  the  axes  ;  and  to  set  the  goads.  So  it  came 
to  pass  in  the  day  of  battle,  that  there  was  neither  sword 
nor  spear  found  in  the  hand  of  any  of  the  people  that  were 
with  Saul  and  Jonathan  :  but  with  Saul  and  with  Jonathan 
his  son  was  there  found.  And  the  garrison  of  the  Philis- 
tines went  out  unto  the  pass  of  Michmash. 

Now  it  fell  upon  a  day,  that  Jonathan  the  son  of  Saul 
said  unto  the  young  man  that  bare  his  armour.  Come  and 
let  us  go  over  to  the  Philistines'  garrison,  that  is  on 
yonder  side.  But  he  told  not  his  father.  And  Saul  abode 
in  the  uttermost  part  of  Gibeah  under  the  pomegranate 
tree  which  is  in  Migron :  and  the  people  that  were  with 
him  were  about  six  hundred  men ;  and  Ahijah,  the  son  of 
Ahitub,  Ichabod's  brother,  the  son  of  Phinehas,  the  son 
of  Eli,  the  priest  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh,  wearing  an 
ephod.  And  the  people  knew  not  that  Jonathan  was 
gone.  And  between  the  passes,  by  which  Jonathan 
sought  to  go  over  unto  the  Philistines'  garrison,  there  was 
a  rocky  crag  on  the  one  side :  and  a  rocky  crag  on  the  other 
side :  and  the  name  of  the  one  was  Bozez,  and  the  name 
of  the  other  Seneh.  The  one  crag  rose  up  on  the  north 
in  front  of  Michmash,  and  the  other  on  the  south  in  front 
of  Geba.  And  Jonathan  said  to  the  young  man  that  bare 
his  armour.  Come  and  let  us  go  over  unto  the  garrison  of 
these  uncircumcised :  it  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  work 
for  us :  for  there  is  no  restraint  to  the  Lord  to  save  by 
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many  or  by  few.  And  his  armourbearer  said  unto  him, 
Do  all  that  is  in  thine  heart :  turn  thee,  behold  I  am  with 
thee  according  to  thy  heart.  Then  said  Jonathan,  Behold, 
we  will  pass  over  unto  the  men,  and  we  will  discover  our- 
selves unto  them.  If  they  say  thus  unto  us,  Tarry  until 
we  come  to  you ;  then  we  will  stand  still  in  our  place,  and 
will  not  go  up  unto  them.  But  if  they  say  thus,  Come  up 
unto  us  ;  then  we  will  go  up  :  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
them  into  our  hand:  and  this  shall  be  the  sign  unto  us. 
And  both  of  them  discovered  themselves  unto  the  garrison 
of  the  Philistines :  and  the  Philistines  said,  Behold,  the 
Hebrews  come  forth  out  of  the  holes  where  they  had 
hid  themselves.  And  the  men  of  the  garrison  answered 
Jonathan  and  his  armourbearer,  and  said.  Come  up  to  us, 
and  we  will  shew  you  a  thing.  And  Jonathan  said  unto 
his  armourbearer,  Come  up  after  me :  for  the  Lord  hath 
delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel.  And  Jonathan 
climbed  up  upon  his  hands  and  upon  his  feet,  and  his 
armourbearer  after  him:  and  they  fell  before  Jonathan; 
and  his  armourbearer  slew  them  after  him.  And  that 
first  slaughter,  which  Jonathan  and  his  armourbearer 
made,  was  about  twenty  men,  within  as  it  were  half  a 
furrow's  length  in  an  acre  of  land.  And  there  was  a 
trembling  in  the  camp,  in  the  field,  and  among  all  the 
people  ;  the  garrison,  and  the  spoilers,  they  also  trembled  : 
and  the  earth  quaked ;  so  there  was  an  exceeding  great 
trembling.  And  the  watchmen  of  Saul  in  Gibeah  of  Ben- 
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jamin  looked,  and,  behold,  the  multitude  melted  away, 
and  they  went  hither  and  thither. 

Then  said  Saul  unto  the  people  that  were  with  him, 
Number  now,  and  see  who  is  gone  from  us.  And  when 
they  had  numbered,  behold,  Jonathan  and  his  armour- 
bearer  were  not  there.  And  Saul  said  unto  Ahijah,  Bring 
hither  the  ark  of  God.  For  the  ark  of  God  was  there  at 
that  time  with  the  children  of  Israel.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  while  Saul  talked  unto  the  priest,  that  the  tumult 
that  was  in  the  camp  of  the  Philistines  went  on  and  in- 
creased :  and  Saul  said  unto  the  priest.  Withdraw  thine 
hand.  And  Saul  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him 
were  gathered  together,  and  came  to  the  battle :  and, 
behold,  every  man's  sword  was  against  his  fellow,  and 
there  was  a  very  great  discomfiture.  Now  the  Hebrews 
that  were  with  the  Philistines  as  beforetime,  which  went 
up  with  them  into  the  camp  from  the  country  round 
about ;  even  they  also  turned  to  be  with  the  Israelites 
that  were  with  Saul  and  Jonathan.  Likewise  all  the  men 
of  Israel  which  had  hid  themselves  in  the  hill  country  of 
Ephraim,  when  they  heard  that  the  Philistines  fled,  even 
they  also  followed  hard  after  them  in  the  battle.  So  the 
Lord  saved  Israel  that  day :  and  the  battle  passed  over 
by  Beth-aven. 

And  the  men  of  Israel  were  distressed  that  day :  but 
Saul  adjured  the  people,  saying,  Cursed  be  the  man  that 
eateth  any  food  until  it  be  evening,  and  I  be  avenged  on 
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mine  enemies.  So  none  of  the  people  tasted  food.  And 
all  the  people  came  into  the  forest ;  and  there  was  honey 
upon  the  ground.  And  when  the  people  were  come  unto 
the  forest,  behold,  the  honey  dropped :  but  no  man  put 
his  hand  to  his  mouth ;  for  the  people  feared  the  oath. 
But  Jonathan  heard  not  when  his  father  charged  the  peo- 
ple with  the  oath :  wherefore  he  put  forth  the  end  of  the 
rod  that  was  in  his  hand,  and  dipped  it  in  the  honeycomb, 
and  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth  ;  and  his  eyes  were  enlight- 
ened. Then  answered  one  of  the  people,  and  said.  Thy 
father  straitly  charged  the  people  with  an  oath,  saying, 
Cursed  be  the  man  that  eateth  food  this  day.  And  the 
people  were  faint.  Then  said  Jonathan,  My  father  hath 
troubled  the  land :  see,  I  pray  you,  how  mine  eyes  have 
been  enlightened,  because  I  tasted  a  little  of  this  honey. 
How  much  more,  if  haply  the  people  had  eaten  freely  to- 
day of  the  spoil  of  their  enemies  which  they  found  ?  for 
now  hath  there  been  no  great  slaughter  among  the  Philis- 
tines. And  they  smote  of  the  Philistines  that  day  from 
Michmash  to  Aijalon :  and  the  people  were  very  faint. 
And  the  people  flew  upon  the  spoil,  and  took  sheep,  and 
oxen,  and  calves,  and  slew  them  on  the  ground  :  and  the 
people  did  eat  them  with  the  blood.  Then  they  told  Saul, 
saying,  Behold,  the  people  sin  against  the  Lord,  in  that 
they  eat  with  the  blood.  And  he  said,  Ye  have  dealt 
treacherously:  roll  a  great  stone  unto  me  this  day.  And 
Saul  said,  Disperse  yourselves  among  the  people,  and  say 
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unto  them,  Bring  me  hither  every  man  his  ox,  and  every 
man  his  sheep,  and  slay  them  here,  and  eat ;  and  sin  not 
against  the  Lord  in  eating  with  the  blood.  And  all  the 
people  brought  every  man  his  ox  with  him  that  night,  and 
slew  them  there.  And  Saul  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  : 
tlie  same  was  the  first  altar  that  he  built  unto  the  Lord. 
And  Saul  said.  Let  us  go  down  after  the  Philistines  by 
night,  and  spoil  them  until  the  morning  light,  and  let  us 
not  leave  a  man  of  them.  And  they  said,  Do  whatsoever 
seemeth  good  unto  thee.  Then  said  the  priest,  Let  us 
draw  near  hither  unto  God.  And  Saul  asked  counsel  of 
God,  Shall  I  go  down  after  the  Philistines?  wilt  thou 
deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel?  But  he  answered 
him  not  that  day.  And  Saul  said.  Draw  nigh  hither,  all 
ye  chiefs  of  the  people :  and  know  and  see  wherein  this 
sin  hath  been  this  day.  For,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  which 
saveth  Israel,  though  it  be  in  Jonathan  my  son,  he  shall 
surely  die.  But  there  was  not  a  man  among  all  the  peo- 
ple that  answered  him.  Then  said  he  unto  all  Israel,  Be 
ye  on  one  side,  and  I  and  Jonathan  my  son  will  be  on  the 
other  side.  And  the  people  said  unto  Saul,  Do  what 
seemeth  good  unto  thee.  Therefore  Saul  said  unto  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  Shew  the  right.  And  Jonathan 
and  Saul  were  taken  by  lot:  but  the  people  escaped. 
And  Saul  said.  Cast  lots  between  me  and  Jonathan  my 
son.  And  Jonathan  was  taken.  Then  Saul  said  to  Jona- 
than, Tell  me  what  thou  hast  done.  And  Jonathan  told 
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him,  and  said,  I  did  certainly  taste  a  little  honey  with  the 
end  of  the  rod  that  was  in  mine  hand ;  and,  lo,  I  must 
die.  And  Saul  said,  God  do  so  and  more  also :  for  thou 
shalt  surely  die,  Jonathan.  And  the  people  said  unto  Saul, 
Shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath  wrought  this  great  salvation 
in  Israel?  God  forbid:  as  the  Lord  liveth,  there  shall 
not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground ;  for  he  hath 
wrought  with  God  this  day.  So  the  people  rescued  Jona- 
than, that  he  died  not.  Then  Saul  went  up  from  following 
the  Philistines  :  and  the  Philistines  went  to  their  own  place. 

8.  Now  when  Saul  had  taken  the  kingdom  over  Israel, 
he  fought  against  all  his  enemies  on  every  side,  against 
Moab,  and  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  against 
Edom,  and  against  the  kings  of  Zobah,  and  against  the 
Philistines  :  and  whithersoever  he  turned  himself,  he  vexed 
them.  And  he  did  valiantly,  and  smote  the  Amalekites, 
and  delivered  Israel  out  of  the  hands  of  them  that  spoiled 
them. 

Family  of  Saul 

Now  the  sons  of  Saul  were  Jonathan,  and  Ishvi,  and  Malchi- 
shua:  and  the  names  of  his  two  daughters  were  these;  the 
name  of  the  firstborn  Merab,  and  the  name  of  the  younger 
Michal:  and  the  name  of  Saul's  wife  was  Ahinoam  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ahimaaz :  and  the  name  of  the  captain  of  his  host  was 
Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  Saul's  uncle.  And  Kish  was  the  father 
of  Saul ;  and  Ner  the  father  of  Abner  was  the  son  of  Abiel. 
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And  there  was  sore  war  against  the  Philistines  all  the 
days  of  Saul :  and  when  Saul  saw  any  mighty  man,  or  any 
valiant  man,  he  took  him  unto  him. 


The  Amalekite  War  and  Breach  between  Samuel 
and  Saul 

And  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  The  Lord  sent  me  to 
anoint  thee  to  be  king  over  his  people,  over  Israel :  now 
therefore  hearken  thou  unto  the  voice  of  the  words  of  the 
Lord.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  have  marked 
that  which  Amalek  did  to  Israel,  how  he  set  himself 
against  him  in  the  way,  when  he  came  up  out  of  Egypt. 
Now  go  and  smite  Amalek,  and  utterly  destroy  all  that 
they  have,  and  spare  them  not ;  but  slay  both  man  and 
woman,  infant  and  suckling,  ox  and  sheep,  camel  and  ass. 

And  Saul  summoned  the  people,  and  numbered  them 
in  Telaim,  two  hundred  thousand  footmen,  and  ten  thou- 
sand men  of  Judah.  And  Saul  came  to  the  city  of 
Amalek,  and  laid  wait  in  the  valley.  And  Saul  said  unto 
the  Kenites,  Go,  depart,  get  you  down  from  among  the 
Amalekites,  lest  I  destroy  you  with  them  :  for  ye  shewed 
kindness  to  all  the  children  of  Israel,  when  they  came  up 
out  of  Egypt.  So  the  Kenites  departed  from  among  the 
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Amalekites.  And  Saul  smote  the  Amalekites,  from  Havi- 
lah  as  thou  goest  to  Shur,  that  is  before  Egypt.  And  he 
took  Agag  the  king  of  the  Amalekites  alive,  and  utterly 
destroyed  all  the  people  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.  But 
Saul  and  the  people  spared  Agag,  and  the  best  of  the 
sheep,  and  of  the  oxen,  and  of  the  fatlings,  and  the  lambs, 
and  all  that  was  good,  and  would  not  utterly  destroy 
them :  but  every  thing  that  was  vile  and  refuse,  that  they 
destroyed  utterly. 

Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Samuel,  saying, 
It  repenteth  me  that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to  be  king :  for 
he  is  turned  back  from  following  me,  and  hath  not  per- 
formed my  commandments.  And  Samuel  was  wroth; 
and  he  cried  unto  the  Lord  all  night.  And  Samuel  rose 
early  to  meet  Saul  in  the  morning ;  and  it  was  told  Sam- 
uel, saying,  Saul  came  to  Carmel,  and,  behold,  he  set  him 
up  a  monument,  and  is  gone  about,  and  passed  on,  and 
gone  down  to  Gilgal.  And  Samuel  came  to  Saul :  and 
Saul  said  unto  him,  Blessed  be  thou  of  the  Lord  :  I  have 
performed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord.  And  Samuel 
said,  What  meaneth  then  this  bleating  of  the  sheep  in 
mine  ears,  and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear? 
And  Saul  said,  They  have  brought  them  from  the  Amale- 
kites :  for  the  people  spared  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  of 
the  oxen,  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and  the 
rest  we  have  utterly  destroyed.  Then  Samuel  said  unto 
Saul,  Stay,  and  I  will  tell  thee  what  the  Lord  hath  said 
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to  me  this  night.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Say  on.  And 
Samuel  said,  Though  thou  wast  Httle  in  thine  own  sight, 
wast  thou  not  made  the  head  of  the  tribes  of  Israel? 
And  the  Lord  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel ;  and  the 
Lord  sent  thee  on  a  journey,  and  said,  Go  and  utterly 
destroy  the  sinners  the  Amalekites,  and  fight  against  them 
until  they  be  consumed.  Wherefore  then  didst  thou  not 
obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  didst  fly  upon  the  spoil, 
and  didst  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord? 
And  Saul  said  unto  Samuel,  Yea,  I  have  obeyed  the  voice 
of  the  Lord,  and  have  gone  the  way  which  the  Lord 
sent  me,  and  have  brought  Agag  the  king  of  Amalek,  and 
have  utterly  destroyed  the  Amalekites.  But  the  people 
took  of  the  spoil,  sheep  and  oxen,  the  chief  of  the  devoted 
things,  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  in  Gilgal. 
And  Samuel  said.  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in 
burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and 
to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams.  For  rebellion  is  as  the 
sin  of  witchcraft,  and  stubbornness  is  as  idolatry  and  tera- 
phim.  Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
he  hath  also  rejected  thee  from  being  king.  And  Saul 
said  unto  Samuel,  I  have  sinned :  for  I  have  transgressed 
the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  thy  words :  because 
I  feared  the  people,  and  obeyed  their  voice.  Now  there- 
fore, I  pray  thee,  pardon  my  sin,  and  turn  again  with  me, 
that  I  may  worship  the  Lord.  And  Samuel  said  unto 
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Saul,  I  will  not  return  with  thee  :  for  thou  hast  rejected 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  rejected  thee 
from  being  king  over  Israel.  And  as  Samuel  turned  about 
to  go  away,  he  laid  hold  upon  the  skirt  of  his  robe,  and  it 
rent.  And  Samuel  said  unto  him,  The  Lord  hath  rent 
the  kingdom  of  Israel  from  thee  this  day,  and  hath  given 
it  to  a  neighbour  of  thine,  that  is  better  than  thou.  And 
also  the  Strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie  nor  repent :  for  he 
is  not  a  man,  that  he  should  repent.  Then  he  said,  I 
have  sinned :  yet  honour  me  now,  I  pray  thee,  before  the 
elders  of  my  people,  and  before  Israel,  and  turn  again  with 
me,  that  I  may  worship  the  Lord  thy  God.  So  Samuel 
turned  again  after  Saul ;  and  Saul  worshipped  the  Lord. 

Then  said  Samuel,  Bring  ye  hither  to  me  Agag  the  king 
of  the  Amalekites.  And  Agag  came  unto  him  delicately. 
And  Agag  said.  Surely  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past. 
And  Samuel  said.  As  thy  sword  hath  made  women  child- 
less, so  shall  thy  mother  be  childless  among  women. 
And  Samuel  hewed  Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord  in 
Gilgal. 

Then  Samuel  went  to  Ramah  ;  and  Saul  went  up  to  his 
house  to  Gibeah  of  Saul.  And  Samuel  came  no  more  to 
see  Saul  until  the  day  of  his  death ;  for  Samuel  mourned 
for  Saul :  and  the  Lord  repented  that  he  had  made  Saul 
king  over  Israel. 
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The  Anointing  of  David 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  How  long  wilt  thou 
mourn  for  Saul,  seeing  I  have  rejected  him  from  being  king 
over  Israel?  fill  thine  horn  with  oil,  and  go,  I  will  send 
thee  to  Jesse  the  Beth-lehemite :  for  I  have  provided  me 
a  king  among  his  sons.  And  Samuel  said,  How  can  I  go? 
if  Saul  hear  it,  he  will  kill  me.  And  the  Lord  said,  Take 
an  heifer  with  thee,  and  say,  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord.  And  call  Jesse  to  the  sacrifice,  and  I  will  shew 
thee  what  thou  shalt  do :  and  thou  shalt  anoint  unto  me 
him  whom  I  name  unto  thee.  And  Samuel  did  that 
which  the  Lord  spake,  and  came  to  Beth-lehem.  And 
the  elders  of  the  city  came  to  meet  him  trembling,  and 
said,  Comest  thou  peaceably?  And  he  said.  Peaceably: 
I  am  come  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  :  sanctify  yourselves, 
and  come  with  me  to  the  sacrifice.  And  he  sanctified 
Jesse  and  his  sons,  and  called  them  to  the  sacrifice.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he  looked  on 
Eliab,  and  said.  Surely  the  Lord's  anointed  is  before  him. 
But  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Look  not  on  his  counte- 
nance, or  on  the  height  of  his  stature ;  because  I  have  re- 
jected him  :  for  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth  ;  for  man 
looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh 
on  the  heart.  Then  Jesse  called  Abinadab,  and  made 
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him  pass  before  Samuel.  And  he  said,  Neither  hath  the 
Lord  chosen  this.  Then  Jesse  made  Shammah  to  pass 
by.  And  he  said,  Neither  hath  the  Lord  chosen  this. 
And  Jesse  made  seven  of  his  sons  to  pass  before  SamueL 
And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  The  Lord  hath  not  chosen 
these.  And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  Are  here  all  thy  chil- 
dren? And  he  said.  There  remaineth  yet  the  youngest, 
and,  behold,  he  keepeth  the  sheep.  And  Samuel  said 
unto  Jesse,  Send  and  fetch  him :  for  we  will  not  sit  down 
till  he  come  hither.  And  he  sent,  and  brought  him  in. 
Now  he  was  ruddy,  and  withal  of  a  beautiful  countenance, 
and  goodly  to  look  upon.  And  the  Lord  said,  Arise, 
anoint  him :  for  this  is  he.  Then  Samuel  took  the  horn 
of  oil,  and  anointed  him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren :  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  David  from 
that  day  forward.  So  Samuel  rose  up,  and  went  to 
Ramah. 


XI 

The  Feud  of  Saul  and  David 

Now  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  had  departed  from  Saul,  and 
an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him.  And  Saul's 
servants  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  an  evil  spirit  from 
God  troubleth  thee.  Let  our  lord  now  command  thy  ser- 
vants, which  are  before  thee,  to  seek  out  a  man  who  is  a 
196 


The   Judges  6«-  Book  VII 

cunning  player  on  the  harp  :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  is  upon  thee,  that  he  shall 
play  with  his  hand,  and  thou  shalt  be  well.  And  Saul  said 
unto  his  servants.  Provide  me  now  a  man  that  can  play 
well,  and  bring  him  to  me.  Then  answered  one  of  the 
young  men,  and  said.  Behold,  I  have  seen  a  son  of  Jesse 
the  Beth-lehemite,  that  is  cunning  in  playing,  and  a  mighty 
man  of  valour,  and  a  man  of  war,  and  prudent  in  speech, 
and  a  comely  person,  and  the  Lord  is  with  him.  Where- 
fore Saul  sent  messengers  unto  Jesse,  and  said,  Send  me 
David  thy  son,  which  is  with  the  sheep.  And  Jesse  took 
an  ass  laden  with  bread,  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  a  kid, 
and  sent  them  by  David  his  son  unto  Saul.  And  David 
came  to  Saul,  and  stood  before  him :  and  he  loved  him 
greatly  ;  and  he  became  his  armourbearer.  And  Saul  sent 
to  Jesse,  saying.  Let  David,  I  pray  thee,  stand  before  me ; 
for  he  hath  found  favour  in  my  sight.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  was  upon  Saul,  that 
David  took  the  harp,  and  played  with  his  hand :  so  Saul 
was  refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit  departed 
from  him. 

Now  the  Philistines  gathered  together  their  armies  to 
battle,  and  they  were  gathered  together  at  Socoh,  which 
belongeth  to  Judah,  and  pitched  between  Socoh  and  Aze- 
kah,  in  Ephes-dammim.  And  Saul  and  the  men  of  Israel 
were  gathered  together,  and  pitched  in  the  vale  of  Elah, 
and  set  the  battle  in  array  against  the  Philistines.  And 
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the  Philistines  stood  on  the  mountain  on  the  one  side,  and 
Israel  stood  on  the  mountain  on  the  other  side :  and  there 
was  a  valley  between  them.  And  there  went  out  a  cham- 
pion out  of  the  camp  of  the  Philistines,  named  Goliath,  of 
Gath,  whose  height  was  six  cubits  and  a  span.  And  he 
had  an  helmet  of  brass  upon  his  head,  and  he  was  clad 
with  a  coat  of  mail ;  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was  five 
thousand  shekels  of  brass.  And  he  had  greaves  of  brass 
upon  his  legs,  and  a  javelin  of  brass  between  his  shoulders. 
And  the  staff  of  his  spear  was  like  a  weaver's  beam ;  and 
his  spear's  head  weighed  six  hundred  shekels  of  iron: 
and  his  shieldbearer  went  before  him.  And  he  stood  and 
cried  unto  the  armies  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  them,  Why 
are  ye  come  out  to  set  your  battle  in  array?  am  not  I  a 
Philistine,  and  ye  servants  to  Saul  ?  choose  you  a  man  for 
you,  and  let  him  come  down  to  me.  If  he  be  able  to  fight 
with  me,  and  kill  me,  then  will  we  be  your  servants :  but 
if  I  prevail  against  him,  and  kill  him,  then  shall  ye  be  our 
servants,  and  serve  us.  And  the  Philistine  said,  I  defy  the 
armies  of  Israel  this  day;  give  me  a  man,  that  we  may 
fight  together.  And  when  Saul  and  all  Israel  heard  those 
words  of  the  Philistine,  they  were  dismayed,  and  greatly 
afraid. 

Now  David  was  the  son  of  that  Ephrathite  of  Beth- 

lehem-judah,  whose  name  was  Jesse ;    and  he  had  eight 

sons  :  and  the  man  was  an  old  man  in  the  days  of  Saul, 

stricken  in  years  among  men.     And  the  three  eldest  sons 
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of  Jesse  had  gone  after  Saul  to  the  battle :  and  the  names 
of  his  three  sons  that  went  to  the  battle  were  Eliab  the 
firstborn,  and  next  unto  him  Abinadab,  and  the  third 
Shammah.  And  David  was  the  youngest :  and  the  three 
eldest  followed  Saul.  Now  David  went  to  and  fro  from 
Saul  to  feed  his  father's  sheep  at  Beth-lehem.  And  the 
Philistine  drew  near  morning  and  evening,  and  presented 
himself  forty  days. 

And  Jesse  said  unto  David  his  son.  Take  now  for  thy 
brethren  an  ephah  of  this  parched  corn,  and  these  ten 
loaves,  and  carry  them  quickly  to  the  camp  to  thy  breth- 
ren ;  and  bring  these  ten  cheeses  unto  the  captain  of  their 
thousand,  and  look  how  thy  brethren  fare,  and  take  their 
pledge.  Now  Saul,  and  they,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel, 
were  in  the  vale  of  Elah,  fighting  with  the  Philistines. 
And  David  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  left  the  sheep 
with  a  keeper,  and  took,  and  went,  as  Jesse  had  com- 
manded him ;  and  he  came  to  the  place  of  the  wagons, 
as  the  host  which  was  going  forth  to  the  fight  shouted  for 
the  battle.  And  Israel  and  the  Philistines  put  the  battle 
in  array,  army  against  army.  And  David  left  his  baggage 
in  the  hand  of  the  keeper  of  the  baggage,  and  ran  to  the 
army,  and  came  and  saluted  his  brethren.  And  as  he 
talked  with  them,  behold,  there  came  up  the  champion, 
the  Philistine  of  Gath,  Goliath  by  name,  out  of  the  ranks 
of  the  Philistines,  and  spake  according  to  the  same  words  : 
and  David  heard  them.  And  all  the  men  of  Israel,  when 
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they  saw  the  man,  fled  from  him,  and  were  sore  afraid. 
And  the  men  of  Israel  said.  Have  ye  seen  this  man  that 
is  come  up?  surely  to  defy  Israel  is  he  come  up:  and  it 
shall  be,  that  the  man  who  killeth  him,  the  king  will  enrich 
him  with  great  riches,  and  will  give  him  his  daughter,  and 
make  his  father's  house  free  in  Israel.  And  David  spake 
to  the  men  that  stood  by  him,  saying,  What  shall  be  done 
to  the  man  that  killeth  this  Philistine,  and  taketh  away 
the  reproach  from  Israel?  for  who  is  this  uncircumcised 
Philistine,  that  he  should  defy  the  armies  of  the  living 
God  ?  And  the  people  answered  him  after  this  manner, 
saying,  So  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  him. 
And  Eliab  his  eldest  brother  heard  when  he  spake  unto 
the  men ;  and  Eliab's  anger  was  kindled  against  David, 
and  he  said,  Why  art  thou  come  down?  and  with  whom 
hast  thou  left  those  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness?  I  know 
thy  pride,  and  the  naughtiness  of  thine  heart;  for  thou 
art  come  down  that  thou  mightest  see  the  battle.  And 
David  said.  What  have  I  now  done?  Is  there  not  a  cause? 
And  he  turned  away  from  him  toward  another,  and  spake 
after  the  same  manner:  and  the  people  answered  him 
again  after  the  former  manner.  And  when  the  words 
were  heard  which  David  spake,  they  rehearsed  them  be- 
fore Saul ;  and  he  sent  for  him.  And  David  said  to  Saul, 
Let  no  man's  heart  fail  because  of  him  ;  thy  servant  will 
go  and  fight  with  this  Philistine.  And  Saul  said  to  David, 
Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this  Philistine  to  fight 
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with  him  :  for  thou  art  but  a  youth,  and  he  a  man  of  war 
from  his  youth.  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  Thy  servant 
kept  his  father's  sheep  ;  and  when  there  came  a  Hon,  or  a 
bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock,  I  went  out  after 
him,  and  smote  him,  and  delivered  it  out  of  his  mouth : 
and  when  he  arose  against  me,  I  caught  him  by  his  beard, 
and  smote  him,  and  slew  him.  Thy  servant  smote  both 
the  lion  and  the  bear :  and  this  uncircumcised  Philistine 
shall  be  as  one  of  them,  seeing  he  hath  defied  the  armies 
of  the  living  God.  And  David  said,  The  Lord  that  deliv- 
ered me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of 
the  bear,  he  will  deliver  me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philis- 
tine. And  Saul  said  unto  David,  Go,  and  the  Lord  shall 
be  with  thee.  And  Saul  clad  David  with  his  apparel,  and 
he  put  an  helmet  of  brass  upon  his  head,  and  he  clad  him 
with  a  coat  of  mail.  And  David  girded  his  sword  upon 
his  apparel,  and  he  assayed  to  go ;  for  he  had  not  proved 
it.  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  I  cannot  go  with  these; 
for  I  have  not  proved  them.  And  David  put  them  off 
him.  And  he  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  him 
five  smooth  stones  out  of  the  brook,  and  put  them  in 
the  shepherd's  bag  which  he  had,  even  in  his  scrip ;  and 
his  sling  was  in  his  hand :  and  he  drew  near  to  the 
Philistine. 

And  the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near  unto  David ; 
and  the  man  that  bare  the  shield  went  before  him.  And 
when  the  Philistine  looked  about,  and  saw  David,  he  dis- 
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dained  him  :  for  he  was  but  a  youth,  and  ruddy,  and  withal 
of  a  fair  countenance.  And  the  PhiHstine  said  unto  David, 
Am  I  a  dog,  that  thou  comest  to  me  with  staves?  And  the 
Philistine  cursed  David  by  his  gods.  And  the  Philistine 
said  to  David,  Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  thy  flesh  unto 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field.  Then 
said  David  to  the  Philistine,  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a 
sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  javelin :  but  I  come 
to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  the 
armies  of  Israel,  which  thou  hast  defied.  This  day  will 
the  Lord  deliver  thee  into  mine  hand ;  and  I  will  smite 
thee,  and  take  thine  head  from  off  thee ;  and  I  will  give 
the  carcases  of  the  host  of  the  Philistines  this  day  unto  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth ;  that 
all  the  earth  may  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  Israel ;  and 
that  all  this  assembly  may  know  that  the  Lord  saveth  not 
with  sword  and  spear :  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  and 
he  will  give  you  into  our  hand.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  Philistine  arose,  and  came  and  drew  nigh  to  meet 
David,  that  David  hastened,  and  ran  toward  the  army  to 
meet  the  Philistine.  And  David  put  his  hand  in  his  bag, 
and  took  thence  a  stone,  and  slang  it,  and  smote  the  Phi- 
listine in  his  forehead ;  and  the  stone  sank  into  his  fore- 
head, and  he  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth.  So  David 
prevailed  over  the  Philistine  with  a  sling  and  with  a  stone, 
and  smote  the  Philistine,  and  slew  him ;  but  there  was  no 
sword  in  the  hand  of  David.     Then  David  ran,  and  stood 
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over  the  PhiHstine,  and  took  his  sword,  and  drew  it  out  of 
the  sheath  thereof,  and  slew  him,  and  cut  off  his  head  there- 
with. And  when  the  PhiHstines  saw  that  their  champion 
was  dead,  they  fled.  And  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Judah 
arose,  and  shouted,  and  pursued  the  PhiHstines,  until  thou 
comest  to  Gai,  and  to  the  gates  of  Ekron.  And  the 
wounded  of  the  Philistines  fell  down  by  the  way  to  Shaa- 
raim,  even  unto  Gath,  and  unto  Ekron.  And  the  children 
of  Israel  returned  from  chasing  after  the  Philistines,  and 
they  spoiled  their  camp.  And  David  took  the  head  of 
the  Philistine,  and  brought  it  to  Jerusalem ;  but  he  put  his 
armour  in  his  tent. 

And  when  Saul  saw  David  go  forth  against  the  Philistine, 
he  said  unto  Abner,  the  captain  of  the  host,  Abner,  whose 
son  is  this  youth.-*  And  Abner  said.  As  thy  soul  liveth,  O 
king,  I  cannot  tell.  And  the  king  said.  Inquire  thou  whose 
son  the  stripling  is.  And  as  David  returned  from  the 
slaughter  of  the  Philistine,  Abner  took  him,  and  brought 
him  before  Saul  with  the  head  of  the  Philistine  in  his  hand. 
And  Saul  said  to  him,  Whose  son  art  thou,  thou  young 
man  ?  And  David  answered,  I  am  the  son  of  thy  servant 
Jesse  the  Beth-lehemite.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he 
had  made  an  end  of  speaking  unto  Saul,  that  the  soul  of 
Jonathan  was  knit  with  the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan 
loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  And  Saul  took  him  that  day, 
and  would  let  him  go  no  more  home  to  his  father^s  house. 
Then  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant,  because  he 
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loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  And  Jonathan  stripped  him- 
self of  the  robe  that  was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  to  David, 
and  his  apparel,  even  to  his  sword,  and  to  his  bow,  and  to 
his  girdle.  And  David  went  out  whithersoever  Saul  sent 
him,  and  behaved  himself  wisely  :  and  Saul  set  him  over  the 
men  of  war,  and  it  was  good  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people, 
and  also  in  the  sight  of  Saul's  servants. 

And  it  came  to  pass  as  they  came,  when  David  returned 
from  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistine,  that  the  women  came 
out  of  all  the  cities  of  Israel,  singing  and  dancing,  to  meet 
king  Saul,  with  timbrels,  with  joy,  and  with  instruments  of 
music.  And  the  women  sang  one  to  another  in  their  play, 
and  said, 

Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands, 
And  David  his  ten  thousands. 

And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  this  saying  displeased  him ; 
and  he  said,  They  have  ascribed  unto  David  ten  thousands, 
and  to  me  they  have  ascribed  but  thousands :  and  what 
can  he  have  more  but  the  kingdom?  And  Saul  eyed  David 
from  that  day  and  forward. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  an  evil  spirit 
from  God  came  mightily  upon  Saul,  and  he  prophesied  in 
the  midst  of  the  house  :  and  David  played  with  his  hand, 
as  he  did  day  by  day :  and  Saul  had  his  spear  in  his  hand. 
And  Saul  cast  the  spear ;  for  he  said,  I  will  smite  David 
even  to  the  wall.  And  David  avoided  out  of  his  presence 
204 


The    Judges  B«-  Book  VII 

twice.  And  Saul  was  afraid  of  David,  because  the  Lord 
was  with  him,  and  was  departed  from  Saul.  Therefore 
Saul  removed  him  from  him,  and  made  him  his  captain 
over  a  thousand ;  and  he  went  out  and  came  in  before  the 
people.  And  David  behaved  himself  wisely  in  all  his  ways  ; 
and  the  Lord  was  with  him.  And  when  Saul  saw  that  he 
behaved  himself  very  wisely,  he  stood  in  awe  of  him.  But 
all  Israel  and  Judah  loved  David ;  for  he  went  out  and 
came  in  before  them. 

And  Saul  said  to  David,  Behold,  my  elder  daughter  Me- 
rab,  her  will  I  give  thee  to  wife :  only  be  thou  valiant  for 
me,  and  fight  the  Lord's  battles.  For  Saul  said.  Let  not 
mine  hand  be  upon  him,  but  let  the  hand  of  the  Philistines 
be  upon  him.  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  Who  am  I,  and 
what  is  my  life,  or  my  father's  family  in  Israel,  that  I  should 
be  son  in  law  to  the  king?  But  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time 
when  Merab  SauPs  daughter  should  have  been  given  to 
David,  that  she  was  given  unto  Adriel  the  Meholathite  to 
wife.  And  Michal  SauPs  daughter  loved  David  :  and  they 
told  Saul,  and  the  thing  pleased  him.  And  Saul  said,  I 
will  give  him  her,  that  she  may  be  a  snare  to  him,  and  that 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines  may  be  against  him.  Where- 
fore Saul  said  to  David,  Thou  shalt  this  day  be  my  son  in 
law  a  second  time.  And  Saul  commanded  his  servants, 
saying,  Commune  with  David  secretly,  and  say.  Behold, 
the  king  hath  delight  in  thee,  and  all  his  servants  love 
thee  :  now  therefore  be  the  king's  son  in  law.     And  Saul's 
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servants  spake  those  words  in  the  ears  of  David.  And 
David  said,  Seemeth  it  to  you  a  light  thing  to  be  the  king's 
son  in  law,  seeing  that  I  am  a  poor  man,  and  lightly  es- 
teemed? And  the  servants  of  Saul  told  him,  saying,  On 
this  manner  spake  David.  And  Saul  said,  Thus  shall  ye 
say  to  David,  The  king  desireth  not  any  dowry,  but  an 
hundred  foreskins  of  the  Phihstines,  to  be  avenged  of  the 
king's  enemies.  Now  Saul  thought  to  make  David  fall  by 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  And  when  his  servants  told 
David  these  words,  it  pleased  David  well  to  be  the  king's 
son  in  law.  And  the  days  were  not  expired ;  and  David 
arose  and  went,  he  and  his  men,  and  slew  of  the  Philistines 
two  hundred  men  ;  and  David  brought  their  foreskins,  and 
they  gave  them  in  full  tale  to  the  king,  that  he  might  be 
the  king's  son  in  law.  And  Saul  gave  him  Michal  his 
daughter  to  wife.  And  Saul  saw  and  knew  that  the  Lord 
was  with  David ;  and  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved  him. 
And  Saul  was  yet  the  more  afraid  of  David  ;  and  Saul  was 
David's  enemy  continually. 

Then  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  went  forth  :  and  it 
came  to  pass,  as  often  as  they  went  forth,  that  David  be- 
haved himself  more  wisely  than  all  the  servants  of  Saul ; 
so  that  his  name  was  much  set  by. 

And  Saul  spake  to  Jonathan  his  son,  and  to  all  his  ser- 
vants, that  they  should  slay  David.  But  Jonathan  Saul's 
son  delighted  much  in  David.  And  Jonathan  told  David, 
saying,  Saul  my  father  seeketh  to  slay  thee  :  now  therefore, 
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I  pray  thee,  take  heed  to  thyself  in  the  morning,  and  abide 
in  a  secret  place,  and  hide  thyself:  and  I  will  go  out  and 
stand  beside  my  father  in  the  field  where  thou  art,  and  I 
will  commune  with  my  father  of  thee ;  and  if  I  see  aught, 
I  will  tell  thee.  And  Jonathan  spake  good  of  David  unto 
Saul  his  father,  and  said  unto  him,  Let  not  the  king  sin 
against  his  servant,  against  David ;  because  he  hath  not 
sinned  against  thee,  and  because  his  works  have  been  to 
thee  ward  very  good  :  for  he  put  his  life  in  his  hand,  and 
smote  the  Philistine,  and  the  Lord  wrought  a  great  vic- 
tory for  all  Israel :  thou  sawest  it,  and  didst  rejoice  :  where- 
fore then  wilt  thou  sin  against  innocent  blood,  to  slay  David 
without  a  cause  ?  And  Saul  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of 
Jonathan :  and  Saul  sware.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  he  shall 
not  be  put  to  death.  And  Jonathan  called  David,  and 
Jonathan  shewed  him  all  those  things.  And  Jonathan 
brought  David  to  Saul,  and  he  was  in  his  presence,  as  be- 
foretime. 

And  there  was  war  again :  and  David  went  out,  and 
fought  with  the  Philistines,  and  slew  them  with  a  great 
slaughter ;  and  they  fled  before  him.  And  an  evil  spirit 
from  the  Lord  was  upon  Saul,  as  he  sat  in  his  house  with 
his  spear  in  his  hand ;  and  David  played  with  his  hand. 
And  Saul  sought  to  smite  David  even  to  the  wall  with  the 
spear ;  but  he  slipped  away  out  of  Saul's  presence,  and  he 
smote  the  spear  into  the  wall :  and  David  fled,  and  es- 
caped that  night.  And  Saul  sent  messengers  unto  David's 
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house,  to  watch  him,  and  to  slay  him  in  the  morning :  and 
Michal  David's  wife  told  him,  saying,  If  thou  save  not  thy 
life  tonight,  tomorrow  thou  shalt  be  slain.  So  Michal  let 
David  down  through  the  window :  and  he  went,  and  fled, 
and  escaped.  And  Michal  took  the  teraphim,  and  laid  it 
in  the  bed,  and  put  a  pillow  of  goats'  hair  at  the  head 
thereof,  and  covered  it  with  the  clothes.  And  when  Saul 
sent  messengers  to  take  David,  she  said,  He  is  sick.  And 
Saul  sent  the  messengers  to  see  David,  saying.  Bring  him 
up  to  me  in  the  bed,  that  I  may  slay  him.  And  when  the 
messengers  came  in,  behold,  the  teraphim  was  in  the  bed, 
with  the  pillow  of  goats'  hair  at  the  head  thereof.  And 
Saul  said  unto  Michal,  Why  hast  thou  deceived  me  thus, 
and  let  mine  enemy  go,  that  he  is  escaped?  And  Michal 
answered  Saul,  He  said  unto  me,  Let  me  go ;  why  should 
I  kill  thee? 

Now  David  fled,  and  escaped,  and  came  to  Samuel  to 
Ramah,  and  told  him  all  that  Saul  had  done  to  him. 
And  he  and  Samuel  went  and  dwelt  in  Naioth.  And  it 
was  told  Saul,  saying.  Behold,  David  is  at  Naioth  in  Ra- 
mah. And  Saul  sent  messengers  to  take  David:  and 
when  they  saw  the  company  of  the  prophets  prophesying, 
and  Samuel  standing  as  head  over  them,  the  spirit  of  God 
came  upon  the  messengers  of  Saul,  and  they  also  prophe- 
sied. And  when  it  was  told  Saul,  he  sent  other  mes- 
sengers, and  they  also  prophesied.  And  Saul  sent 
messengers  again  the  third  time,  and  they  also  proph- 
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esied.  Then  went  he  also  to  Ramah,  and  came  to  the 
great  well  that  is  in  Secu :  and  he  asked  and  said,  Where 
are  Samuel  and  David?  And  one  said,  Behold,  they  be 
at  Naioth  in  Ramah.  And  he  went  thither  to  Naioth  in 
Ramah  :  and  the  spirit  of  God  came  upon  him  also,  and 
he  went  on,  and  prophesied,  until  he  came  to  Naioth  in 
Ramah.  And  he  also  stripped  off  his  clothes,  and  he 
also  prophesied  before  Samuel,  and  lay  down  naked  all 
that  day  and  all  that  night.  Wherefore  they  say.  Is  Saul 
also  among  the  prophets  ? 

And  David  fled  from  Naioth  in  Ramah,  and  came  and 
said  before  Jonathan,  What  have  I  done?  what  is  mine 
iniquity?  and  what  is  my  sin  before  thy  father,  that  he 
seeketh  my  life?  And  he  said  unto  him,  God  forbid; 
thou  shalt  not  die:  behold,  my  father  doeth  nothing 
either  great  or  small,  but  that  he  discloseth  it  unto  me : 
and  why  should  my  father  hide  this  thing  from  me?  it  is 
not  so.  And  David  sware  moreover,  and  said.  Thy 
father  knoweth  well  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thine 
eyes ;  and  he  saith,  Let  not  Jonathan  know  this,  lest  he 
be  grieved :  but  truly  as  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul 
liveth,  there  is  but  a  step  between  me  and  death.  Then 
said  Jonathan  unto  David,  Whatsoever  thy  soul  desireth, 
I  will  even  do  it  for  thee.  And  David  said  unto  Jona- 
than, Behold,  tomorrow  is  the  new  moon,  and  I  should 
not  fail  to  sit  with  the  king  at  meat :  but  let  me  go  that  I 
may  hide  myself  in  the  field  unto  the  third  day  at  even, 
p  209 


Eook  VII  ->S  Bible   History 

If  thy  father  miss  me  at  all,  then  say,  David  earnestly 
asked  leave  of  me  that  he  might  run  to  Beth-lehem  his 
city:  for  it  is  the  yearly  sacrifice  there  for  all  the  family. 
If  he  say  thus,  It  is  well ;  thy  servant  shall  have  peace : 
but  if  he  be  wroth,  then  know  that  evil  is  determined  by 
him.  Therefore  deal  kindly  with  thy  servant;  for  thou 
hast  brought  thy  servant  into  a  covenant  of  the  Lord 
with  thee  :  but  if  there  be  in  me  iniquity,  slay  me  thyself; 
for  why  shouldest  thou  bring  me  to  thy  father?  And 
Jonathan  said.  Far  be  it  from  thee :  for  if  I  should  at  all 
know  that  evil  were  determined  by  my  father  to  come 
upon  thee,  then  would  not  I  tell  it  thee?  Then  said  David 
to  Jonathan,  Who  shall  tell  me  if  perchance  thy  father 
answer  thee  roughly?  And  Jonathan  said  unto  David, 
Come  and  let  us  go  out  into  the  field.  And  they  went 
out  both  of  them  into  the  field. 

And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  The  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel,  be  witness  ;  when  I  have  sounded  my  father  about 
this  time  tomorrow,  or  the  third  day,  behold,  if  there  be 
good  toward  David,  shall  I  not  then  send  unto  thee,  and 
disclose  it  unto  thee?  The  Lord  do  so  to  Jonathan,  and 
more  also,  should  it  please  my  father  to  do  thee  evil,  if  I 
disclose  it  not  unto  thee,  and  send  thee  away,  that  thou 
mayest  go  in  peace :  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee,  as  he 
hath  been  with  my  father.  And  thou  shalt  not  only  while 
yet  I  live  shew  me  the  kindness  of  the  Lord,  that  I  die 
not :  but  also  thou  shalt  not  cut  off  thy  kindness  from  my 
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house  for  ever:  no,  not  when  the  Lord  hath  cut  off  the 
enemies  of  David  every  one  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
So  Jonathan  made  a  covenant  with  the  house  of  David, 
saying,  And  the  Lord  shall  require  it  at  the  hand  of 
David's  enemies.  And  Jonathan  caused  David  to  sv.ear 
again,  for  the  love  that  he  had  to  him  :  for  he  loved  him 
as  he  loved  his  own  soul.  Then  Jonathan  said  unto  him, 
Tomorrow  is  the  new  moon  :  and  thou  shalt  be  missed, 
because  thy  seat  will  be  empty.  And  when  thou  hast 
stayed  three  days,  thou  shalt  go  down  quickly,  and  come 
to  the  place  where  thou  didst  hide  thyself  when  the 
business  was  in  hand,  and  shalt  remain  by  the  stone 
Ezel.  And  I  will  shoot  three  arrows  on  the  side  thereof, 
as  though  I  shot  at  a  mark.  And,  behold,  I  will  send  the 
lad,  saying,  Go,  find  the  arrows.  If  I  say  unto  the  lad, 
Behold,  the  arrows  are  on  this  side  of  thee :  take  them, 
and  come ;  for  there  is  peace  to  thee  and  no  hurt,  as  the 
Lord  liveth.  But  if  I  say  thus  unto  the  boy.  Behold,  the 
arrows  are  beyond  thee :  go  thy  way ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
sent  thee  away.  And  as  touching  the  matter  w'hich  thou 
and  I  have  spoken  of,  behold,  the  Lord  is  between  thee 
and  me  for  ever. 

So  David  hid  himself  in  the  field :  and  when  the  new 
moon  was  come,  the  king  sat  him  down  to  eat  meat. 
And  the  king  sat  upon  his  seat,  as  at  other  times,  even 
upon  the  seat  by  the  wall ;  and  Jonathan  stood  up,  and 
Abner  sat  by  SauPs  side :  but  David's  place  was  empty. 
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Nevertheless  Saul  spake  not  any  thing  that  day :  for  he 
thought.  Something  hath  befallen  him,  he  is  not  clean ; 
surely  he  is  not  clean.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  mor- 
row after  the  new  moon,  which  was  the  second  day,  that 
David's  place  was  empty :  and  Saul  said  unto  Jonathan 
his  son,  Wherefore  cometh  not  the  son  of  Jesse  to  meat, 
neither  yesterday,  nor  today?  And  Jonathan  answered 
Saul,  David  earnestly  asked  leave  of  me  to  go  to  Beth-le- 
hem  :  and  he  said,  Let  me  go,  I  pray  thee ;  for  our  family 
hath  a  sacrifice  in  the  city ;  and  my  brother,  he  hath  com- 
manded me  to  be  there :  and  now,  if  I  have  found  favour 
in  thine  eyes,  let  me  get  away,  I  pray  thee,  and  see  my 
brethren.  Therefore  he  is  not  come  unto  the  king's  table. 
Then  SauFs  anger  was  kindled  against  Jonathan,  and 
he  said  unto  him,  Thou  son  of  a  perverse  rebellious 
woman,  do  not  I  know  that  thou  hast  chosen  the  son  of 
Jesse  to  thine  own  shame,  and  unto  the  shame  of  thy 
mother's  nakedness?  For  as  long  as  the  son  of  Jesse 
liveth  upon  the  ground,  thou  shalt  not  be  stablished,  nor 
thy  kingdom.  Wherefore  now  send  and  fetch  him  unto 
me,  for  he  shall  surely  die.  And  Jonathan  answered  Saul 
his  father,  and  said  unto  him,  Wherefore  should  he  be 
put  to  death?  what  hath  he  done?  And  Saul  cast  his 
spear  at  him  to  smite  him :  whereby  Jonathan  knew 
that  it  was  determined  of  his  father  to  put  David  to 
death.  So  Jonathan  arose  from  the  table  in  fierce  anger, 
and  did  eat  no  meat  the  second  day  of  the  month :  for 
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he  was  grieved  for  David,  because  his  father  had  done 
him  shame. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  that  Jonathan 
went  out  into  the  field  at  the  time  appointed  with  David, 
and  a  little  lad  with  him.  And  he  said  unto  his  lad.  Run, 
find  now  the  arrows  which  I  shoot.  And  as  the  lad  ran, 
he  shot  an  arrow  beyond  him.  And  when  the  lad  was 
come  to  the  place  of  the  arrow  which  Jonathan  had  shot, 
Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad,  and  said.  Is  not  the  arrow 
beyond  thee?  And  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad,  Make 
speed,  haste,  stay  not.  And  Jonathan's  lad  gathered  up 
the  arrows,  and  came  to  his  master.  But  the  lad  knew 
not  any  thing :  only  Jonathan  and  David  knew  the  matter. 
And  Jonathan  gave  his  weapons  unto  his  lad,  and  said 
unto  him,  Go,  carry  them  to  the  city.  And  as  soon  as 
the  lad  was  gone,  David  arose  out  of  a  place  toward  the 
South,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed  him- 
self three  times :  and  they  kissed  one  another,  and  wept 
one  with  another,  until  David  exceeded.  And  Jonathan 
said  to  David,  Go  in  peace,  forasmuch  as  we  have  sworn 
both  of  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying.  The  Lord 
shall  be  between  me  and  thee,  and  between  my  seed  and 
thy  seed,  for  ever.  And  he  arose  and  departed :  and 
Jonathan  went  into  the  city. 

Then  came  David  to  Nob  to  Ahimelech  the  priest :  and 
Ahimelech  came  to  meet  David  trembling,  and  said  unto 
him,  Why  art  thou  alone,  and  no  man  with  thee?  And 
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David  said  unto  Ahimelech  the  priest,  The  king  hath 
commanded  me  a  business,  and  hath  said  unto  me,  Let  no 
man  know  any  thing  of  the  business  whereabout  I  send 
thee,  and  what  I  have  commanded  thee :  and  I  have  ap- 
pointed the  young  men  to  such  and  such  a  place.  Now 
therefore  what  is  under  thine  hand  ?  give  me  five  loaves  of 
bread  in  mine  hand,  or  whatsoever  there  is  present.  And 
the  priest  answered  David,  and  said.  There  is  no  common 
bread  under  mine  hand,  but  there  is  holy  bread ;  if  only 
the  young  men  have  kept  themselves  from  women.  And 
David  answered  the  priest,  and  said  unto  him,  Of  a  truth 
women  have  been  kept  from  us  about  these  three  days ; 
when  I  came  out,  the  vessels  of  the  young  men  were  holy, 
though  it  was  but  a  common  journey ;  how  much  more 
then  today  shall  their  vessels  be  holy?  So  the  priest 
gave  him  holy  bread :  for  there  was  no  bread  there  but 
the  shewbread,  that  was  taken  from  before  the  Lord,  to 
put  hot  bread  in  the  day  when  it  was  taken  away.  Now 
a  certain  man  of  the  servants  of  Saul  was  there  that  day, 
detained  before  the  Lord  ;  and  his  name  was  Doeg  the 
Edomite,  the  chiefest  of  the  herdmen  that  belonged  to 
Saul.  And  David  said  unto  Ahimelech,  And  is  there  not 
here  under  thine  hand  spear  or  sword?  for  I  have  neither 
brought  my  sword  nor  my  weapons  with  me,  because  the 
king's  business  required  haste.  And  the  priest  said,  The 
sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine,  whom  thou  slewest  in  the 
vale  of  Elah,  behold,  it  is  here  wrapped  in  a  cloth  behind 
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the  ephod :  if  thou  wilt  take  that,  take  it :  for  there  is  no 
other  save  that  here.  And  David  said,  There  is  none  like 
that ;  give  it  me. 

And  David  arose,  and  fled  that  day  for  fear  of  Saul,  and 
went  to  Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  And  the  servants  of 
Achish  said  unto  him,  Is  not  this  David  the  king  of  the 
land?  did  they  not  sing  one  to  another  of  him  in  dances, 
saying, 

Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands. 
And  David  his  ten  thousands? 

And  David  laid  up  these  w^ords  in  his  heart,  and  was  sore 
afraid  of  Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  And  he  changed  his 
behaviour  before  them,  and  feigned  himself  mad  in  their 
hands,  and  scrabbled  on  the  doors  of  the  gate,  and  let  his 
spittle  fall  down  upon  his  beard.  Then  said  Achish  unto 
his  servants,  Lo,  ye  see  the  man  is  mad :  wherefore  then 
have  ye  brought  him  to  me  ?  Do  I  lack  mad  men,  that  5-6 
have  brought  this  fellow  to  play  the  mad  man  in  my  pres- 
ence? shall  this  fellow  come  into  my  house? 

David  therefore  departed  thence,  and  escaped  to  the 
cave  of  Adullam :  and  when  his  brethren  and  all  his 
father's  house  heard  it,  they  went  down  thither  to  him. 
And  every  one  that  was  in  distress,  and  every  one  that 
was  in  debt,  and  every  one  that  was  discontented,  gath- 
ered themselves  unto  him ;  and  he  became  captain  over 
them  :  and  there  were  with  him  about  four  hundred  men. 
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And  David  went  thence  to  Mizpeh  of  Moab  :  and  he 
said  unto  the  king  of  Moab,  Let  my  father  and  my  mother, 
I  pray  thee,  come  forth,  and  be  with  you,  till  I  know  what 
God  will  do  for  me.  And  he  brought  them  before  the 
king  of  Moab :  and  they  dwelt  with  him  all  the  while  that 
David  was  in  the  hold.  And  the  prophet  Gad  said  unto 
David,  Abide  not  in  the  hold ;  depart,  and  get  thee  into 
the  land  of  Judah.  Then  David  departed,  and  came  into 
the  forest  of  Hereth. 

And  Saul  heard  that  David  was  discovered,  and  the  men 
that  were  with  him  :  now  Saul  was  sitting  in  Gibeah,  under 
the  tamarisk  tree  in  Ramah,  with  his  spear  in  his  hand,  and 
all  his  servants  were  standing  about  him.  And  Saul  said 
unto  his  servants  that  stood  about  him,  Hear  now,  ye 
Benjamites ;  will  the  son  of  Jesse  give  every  one  of  you 
fields  and  vineyards,  will  he  make  you  all  captains  of 
thousands  and  captains  of  hundreds ;  that  all  of  you  have 
conspired  against  me,  and  there  is  none  that  discloseth  to 
me  when  my  son  maketh  a  league  with  the  son  of  Jesse, 
and  there  is  none  of  you  that  is  sorry  for  me,  or  discloseth 
unto  me  that  my  son  hath  stirred  up  my  servant  against 
me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this  day?  Then  answered  Doeg 
the  Edomite,  which  stood  by  the  servants  of  Saul,  and 
said,  I  saw  the  son  of  Jesse  coming  to  Nob,  to  Ahimelech 
the  son  of  Ahitub.  And  he  inquired  of  the  Lord  for  him, 
and  gave  him  victuals,  and  gave  him  the  sword  of  Goliath 
the  Philistine.  Then  the  king  sent  to  call  Ahimelech  the 
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priest,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  and  all  his  father's  house,  the 
priests  that  were  in  Nob :  and  they  came  all  of  them  to 
the  king.  And  Saul  said,  Hear  now,  thou  son  of  Ahitub. 
And  he  answered,  Here  I  am,  my  lord.  And  Saul  said 
unto  him,  Why  have  ye  conspired  against  me,  thou  and 
the  son  of  Jesse,  in  that  thou  hast  given  him  bread,  and  a 
sword,  and  hast  inquired  of  God  for  him,  that  he  should 
rise  against  me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this  day?  Then  Ahim- 
elech  answered  the  king,  and  said,  And  who  among  all  thy 
servants  is  so  faithful  as  David,  which  is  the  king's  son  in 
law,  and  is  taken  into  thy  council,  and  is  honourable  in 
thine  house  ?  Have  I  today  begun  to  inquire  of  God  for 
him?  be  it  far  from  me  :  let  not  the  king  impute  any  thing 
unto  his  servant,  nor  to  all  the  house  of  my  father :  for  thy 
servant  knoweth  nothing  of  all  this,  less  or  more.  And  the 
king  said.  Thou  shalt  surely  die,  Ahimelech,  thou,  and  all 
thy  father's  house.  And  the  king  said  unto  the  guard  that 
stood  about  him,  Turn,  and  slay  the  priests  of  the  Lord  ; 
because  their  hand  also  is  with  David,  and  because  they 
knew  that  he  fled,  and  did  not  disclose  it  to  me.  But  the 
servants  of  the  king  would  not  put  forth  their  hand  to  fall 
upon  the  priests  of  the  Lord.  And  the  king  said  to  Doeg, 
Turn  thou,  and  fall  upon  the  priests.  And  Doeg  the  Edom- 
ite  turned,  and  he  fell  upon  the  priests,  and  he  slew  on 
that  day  fourscore  and  five  persons  that  did  wear  a  linen 
ephod.  And  Nob,  the  city  of  the  priests,  smote  he  with 
the  edge  of  the  sword,  both  men  and  women,  children  and 
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sucklings,  and  oxen  and  asses  and  sheep,  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword.  And  one  of  the  sons  of  Ahimelech  the  son 
of  Ahitub,  named  Abiathar,  escaped,  and  fled  after  David. 
And  Abiathar  told  David  that  Saul  had  slain  the  Lord's 
priests.  And  David  said  unto  Abiathar,  I  knew  on  that 
day,  when  Doe^^'  the  Edomite  was  there,  that  he  would 
surely  tell  Saul :  I  have  occasioned  the  death  of  all  the 
persons  of  thy  father's  house.  Abide  thou  with  me,  fear 
not ;  for  he  that  seeketh  my  life  seeketh  thy  life  :  for  with 
me  thou  shalt  be  in  safeguard. 

And  they  told  David,  saying,  Behold,  the  Philistines  are 
fighting  against  Keilah,  and  they  rob  the  threshingfloors. 
Therefore  David  inquired  of  the  Lord,  saying,  Shall  I  go 
and  smite  these  Philistines?  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
David,  Go,  and  smite  the  Philistines,  and  save  Keilah. 
And  David's  men  said  unto  him,  Behold,  we  be  afraid 
here  in  Judah :  how  much  more  then  if  we  go  to  Ke.ilah 
against  the  armies  of  the  Philistines?  Then  David  in- 
quired of  the  Lord  yet  again.  And  the  Lord  answered 
him  and  said.  Arise,  go  down  to  Keilah  ;  for  I  will  deliver 
the  Philistines  into  thine  hand.  And  David  and  his  men 
went  to  Keilah,  and  fought  with  the  Philistines,  and 
brought  away  their  cattle,  and  slew  them  with  a  great 
slaughter.     So  David  saved  the  inhabitants  of  Keilah. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Abiathar  the  son  of  Ahime- 
lech fled  to  David  to  Keilah,  that  he  came  down  with  an 
ephod  in  his  hand.  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was 
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come  to  Keilah.  And  Saul  said,  God  hath  deUvered  him 
into  mine  hand ;  for  he  is  shut  in,  by  entering  into  a  town 
that  hath  gates  and  bars.  And  Saul  summoned  all  the 
people  to  war,  to  go  down  to  Keilah,  to  besiege  David 
and  his  men.  And  David  knew  that  Saul  devised  mis- 
chief against  him  ;  and  he  said  to  Abiathar  the  priest, 
Bring  hither  the  ephod.  Then  said  David,  O  Lord,  the 
God  of  Israel,  thy  servant  hath  surely  heard  that  Saul 
seeketh  to  come  to  Keilah,  to  destroy  the  city  for  my  sake. 
Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  up  into  his  hand?  will 
Saul  come  down,  as  thy  servant  hath  heard?  O  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel,  I  beseech  thee,  tell  thy  sei-vant.  And 
the  Lord  said.  He  will  come  down.  Then  said  David, 
Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  up  me  and  my  men  into 
the  hand  of  Saul  ?  And  the  Lord  said,  They  will  dehver 
thee  up.  Then  David  and  his  men,  which  were  about  six 
hundred,  arose  and  departed  out  of  Keilah,  and  went 
whithersoever  they  could  go.  And  it  was  told  Saul  that 
David  was  escaped  from  Keilah  ;  and  he  forbare  to  go 
forth. 

And  David  abode  in  the  wilderness  in  the  strong  holds, 
and  remained  in  the  hill  country  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph. 
And  Saul  sought  him  every  day,  but  God  delivered  him 
not  into  his  hand.  And  David  saw  that  Saul  was  come 
out  to  seek  his  life  :  and  David  was  in  the  wilderness  of 
Ziph  in  the  wood.  And  Jonathan  Saul's  son  arose,  and 
went  to  David  into  the  wood,  and  strengthened  his  hand 
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ill  God.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Fear  not:  for  the  hand 
of  Saul  my  fi^ther  shall  not  find  thee ;  and  thou  shalt  be 
king  over  Israel,  and  I  shall  be  next  unto  thee ;  and  that 
also  Saul  my  father  knoweth.  And  they  two  made  a  cov- 
enant before  the  Lord  :  and  David  abode  in  the  wood, 
and  Jonathan  went  to  his  house.  Then  came  up  the 
Ziphites  to  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying.  Doth  not  David  hide 
himself  with  us  in  the  strong  holds  in  the  wood,  in  the 
hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is  on  the  south  of  the  desert? 
Now  therefore,  O  king,  come  down,  according  to  all  the 
desire  of  thy  soul  to  come  down ;  and  our  part  shall  be  to 
deliver  him  up  into  the  king's  hand.  And  Saul  said, 
Blessed  be  ye  of  the  Lord  ;  for  ye  have  had  compassion 
on  me.  Go,  I  pray  you,  make  yet  more  sure,  and  know 
and  see  his  place  where  his  haunt  is  and  who  hath  seen 
him  there :  for  it  is  told  me  that  he  dealeth  very  subtilly. 
See  therefore,  and  take  knowledge  of  all  the  lurking  places 
where  he  hideth  himself,  and  come  ye  again  to  me  of  a  cer- 
tainty, and  I  will  go  v/ith  you :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
if  he  be  in  the  land,  that  I  will  search  him  out  among  all 
the  thousands  of  Judah.  And  they  arose,  and  went  to 
Ziph  before  Saul :  but  David  and  his  men  were  in  the  wil- 
derness of  Maon,  in  the  Arabah  on  the  south  of  the  desert. 
And  Saul  and  his  men  went  to  seek  him.  And  they  told 
David :  wherefore  he  came  down  to  the  rock,  and  abode 
in  the  wilderness  of  Maon.  And  when  Saul  heard  that, 
he  pursued  after  David  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon.     And 
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Saul  went  on  this  side  of  the  mountain,  and  David  and  his 
men  on  that  side  of  the  mountain :  and  David  made  haste 
to  get  away  for  fear  of  Saul ;  for  Saul  and  his  men  com- 
passed David  and  his  men  round  about  to  take  them. 
But  there  came  a  messenger  unto  Saul,  saying,  Haste 
thee,  and  come ;  for  the  Philistines  have  made  a  raid  upon 
the  land.  So  Saul  returned  from  pursuing  after  David, 
and  went  against  the  Philistines :  therefore  they  called 
that  place  Sela-hammahlekoth.  And  David  went  up  from 
thence,  and  dwelt  in  the  strong  holds  of  En-gedi. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Saul  was  returned  from  fol- 
lowing the  Philistines,  that  it  was  told  him,  saying.  Behold, 
David  is  in  the  wilderness  of  En-gedi.  Then  Saul  took 
three  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all  Israel,  and  went  to 
seek  David  and  his  men  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild  goats. 
And  he  came  to  the  sheepcotes  by  the  way,  where  was  a 
cave ;  and  Saul  went  in  to  cover  his  feet.  Now  David  and 
his  men  were  abiding  in  the  innermost  parts  of  the  cave. 
And  the  men  of  David  said  unto  him,  Behold,  the  day  ot 
which  the  Lord  said  unto  thee.  Behold,  I  will  deliver 
thine  enemy  into  thine  hand,  and  thou  shalt  do  to  him 
as  it  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  Then  David  arose,  and 
cut  off  the  skirt  of  Saul's  robe  privily.  And  it  came  to 
pass  afterward,  that  David's  heart  smote  him,  because  he 
had  cut  off  Saul's  skirt.  And  he  said  unto  his  men.  The 
Lord  forbid  that  I  should  do  this  thing  unto  my  lord,  the 
Lord's  anointed,  to  put  forth  mine  hand  against  him,  seeing 
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he  is  the  Lord's  anointed.  So  David  checked  his  men 
with  these  words,  and  suffered  them  not  to  rise  against 
Saul.  And  Saul  rose  up  out  of  the  cave,  and  went  on  his 
way.  David  also  arose  afterward,  and  went  out  of  the 
cave,  and  cried  after  Saul,  saying,  My  lord  the  king.  And 
when  Saul  looked  behind  him,  David  bowed  with  his  face 
to  the  earth,  and  did  obeisance.  And  David  said  to  Saul, 
Wherefore  hearkenest  thou  to  men's  words,  saying.  Behold, 
David  seeketh  thy  hurt  ?  Behold,  this  day  thine  eyes  have 
seen  how  that  the  Lord  had  delivered  thee  today  into 
mine  hand  in  the  cave :  and  some  bade  me  kill  thee :  but 
mine  eye  spared  thee ;  and  I  said,  I  will  not  put  forth  mine 
hand  against  my  lord,  for  he  is  the  Lord's  anointed. 
Moreover,  my  father,  see,  yea,  see  the  skirt  of  thy  robe  in 
my  hand :  for  in  that  I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thy  robe,  and 
killed  thee  not,  know  thou  and  see  that  there  is  neither 
evil  nor  transgression  in  mine  hand,  and  I  have  not  sinned 
against  thee,  though  thou  huntest  after  my  soul  to  take  it. 
The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and  the  Lord 
avenge  me  of  thee :  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee. 
As  saith  the  proverb  of  the  ancients.  Out  of  the  wicked 
Cometh  forth  wickedness :  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be 
upon  thee.  After  whom  is  the  king  of  Israel  come  out? 
after  whom  dost  thou  pursue?  after  a  dead  dog,  after  a 
flea.  The  Lord  therefore  be  judge,  and  give  sentence 
between  thee  and  me,  and  see,  and  plead  my  cause,  and 
deliver  me  out  of  thine  hand.     And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
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David  had  made  an  end  of  speaking  these  words  unto 
Saul,  that  Saul  said,  Is  this  thy  voice,  my  son  David? 
And  Saul  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept.  And  he  said  to 
David,  Thou  art  more  righteous  than  I :  for  thou  hast 
rendered  unto  me  good,  whereas  I  have  rendered  unto 
thee  evil.  And  thou  hast  declared  this  day  how  that 
thou  hast  dealt  w^ell  with  me :  forasmuch  as  when  the 
Lord  had  delivered  me  up  into  thine  hand,  thou  killedst 
me  not.  For  if  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  him  go 
well  away?  wherefore  the  Lord  reward  thee  good  for  that 
thou  hast  done  unto  me  this  day.  And  now,  behold,  I 
know  that  thou  shalt  surely  be  king,  and  that  the  kingdom 
of  Israel  shall  be  established  in  thine  hand.  Swear  now 
therefore  unto  me  by  the  Lord,  that  thou  wilt  not  cut  off 
my  seed  after  me,  and  that  thou  wdlt  not  destroy  my  name 
out  of  my  father's  house.  And  David  sware  unto  Saul. 
And  Saul  went  home ;  but  David  and  his  men  gat  them  up 
unto  the  hold. 

And  Samuel  died ;  and  all  Israel  gathered  themselves 
together,  and  lamented  him,  and  buried  him  in  his  house 
at  Ramah.  And  David  arose,  and  went  dov/n  to  the 
wilderness  of  Paran. 

And  there  was  a  man  in  Maon,  whose  possessions  were 
in  Carmel ;  and  the  man  was  very  great,  and  he  had  three 
thousand  sheep,  and  a  thousand  goats  :  and  he  was  shear- 
ing his  sheep  in  Carmel.  Now  the  name  of  the  man  was 
Nabal ;  and  the  name  of  his  wife  Abigail :  and  the  woman 
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was  of  good  understanding,  and  of  a  beautiful  countenance  : 
but  the  man  was  churlish  and  evil  in  his  doings ;  and  he 
was  of  the  house  of  Caleb.  And  David  heard  in  the 
wilderness  that  Nabal  did  shear  his  sheep.  And  David 
sent  ten  young  men,  and  David  said  unto  the  young  men, 
Get  you  up  to  Carmel,  and  go  to  Nabal,  and  greet  him  in 
my  name  :  and  thus  shall  ye  say  to  him  that  liveth  in 
prosperity,  Peace  be  both  unto  thee,  and  peace  be  to  thine 
house,  and  peace  be  unto  all  that  thou  hast.  And  now  I 
have  heard  that  thou  hast  shearers :  thy  shepherds  have 
now  been  with  us,  and  we  did  them  no  hurt,  neither  was 
there  aught  missing  unto  them,  all  the  while  they  were  in 
Carmel.  Ask  thy  young  men,  and  they  will  tell  thee : 
wherefore  let  the  young  men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes ; 
for  we  come  in  a  good  day :  give,  I  pray  thee,  whatsoever 
Cometh  to  thine  hand,  unto  thy  servants,  and  to  thy  son 
David.  And  when  David's  young  men  came,  they  spake 
to  Nabal  according  to  all  those  words  in  the  name  of 
David,  and  ceased.  And  Nabal  answered  David's  ser- 
vants, and  said.  Who  is  David?  and  who  is  the  son  of 
Jesse?  there  be  many  servants  now  a  days  that  break 
away  every  man  from  his  master.  Shall  I  then  take  my 
bread,  and  my  water,  and  my  flesh  that  I  have  killed  for 
my  shearers,  and  give  it  unto  men  of  whom  I  know  not 
whence  they  be  ?  So  David's  young  men  turned  on  their 
way,  and  went  back,  and  came  and  told  him  according  to 
all  these  words.  And  David  said  unto  his  men,  Gird  ye 
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on  every  man  his  sword.  And  they  girded  on  every  man 
his  sword ;  and  David  also  girded  on  his  sword  :  and  there 
went  up  after  David  about  four  hundred  men ;  and  two 
hundred  abode  by  the  stuff. 

But  one  of  the  young  men  told  Abigail,  NabaPs  wife, 
saying,  Behold,  David  sent  messengers  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness to  salute  our  master;  and  he  flew  upon  them.  But 
the  men  were  very  good  unto  us,  and  we  were  not  hurt, 
neither  missed  we  anything,  as  long  as  we  were  conversant 
with  them,  when  we  Vt^ere  in  the  fields :  they  were  a  wall 
unto  us  both  by  night  and  by  day,  all  the  while  we  were 
with  them  keeping  the  sheep.  Now  therefore  know  and 
consider  what  thou  wilt  do  ;  for  evil  is  determined  against 
our  master,  and  against  all  his  house :  for  he  is  such  a  son 
of  Belial,  that  one  cannot  speak  to  him.  Then  Abigail 
made  haste,  and  took  two  hundred  loaves,  and  two  bottles 
of  wine,  and  five  sheep  ready  dressed,  and  five  measures 
of  parched  corn,  and  an  hundred  clusters  of  raisins,  and 
two  hundred  cakes  of  figs,  and  laid  them  on  asses.  And 
she  said  unto  her  young  men.  Go  on  before  me ;  behold.  I 
come  after  you.  But  she  told  not  her  husband  Nabal. 
And  it  was  so,  as  she  rode  on  her  ass,  and  came  down  by 
the  covert  of  the  mountain,  that,  behold,  David  and  his 
men  came  down  against  her;  and  she  met  them.  Now 
David  had  said,  Surely  in  vain  have  I  kept  all  that  this 
fellow  hath  in  the  wilderness,  so  that  nothing  was  missed 
of  all  that  pertained  unto  him :  and  he  hath  returned  me 
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evil  for  good.  God  do  so  unto  the  enemies  of  David,  and 
more  also,  if  I  leave  of  all  that  pertain  to  him  by  the  morn- 
ing light  so  much  as  one  man  child.  And  when  Abigail 
saw  David,  she  hasted,  and  lighted  off  her  ass,  and  fell 
before  David  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground. 
And  she  fell  at  his  feet,  and  said,  Upon  me,  my  lord,  upon 
me  be  the  iniquity :  and  let  thine  handmaid,  I  pray  thee, 
speak  in  thine  ears,  and  hear  thou  the  words  of  thine 
handmaid.  Let  not  my  lord,  I  pray  thee,  regard  this  man 
of  Belial,  even  Nabal :  for  as  his  name  is,  so  is  he  ;  *  Nabal ' 
is  his  name,  and  '  folly '  is  with  him  :  but  I  thine  handmaid 
saw  not  the  young  men  of  my  lord,  whom  thou  didst  send. 
Now  therefore,  my  lord,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy 
soul  liveth,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  withholden  thee  from 
bloodguiltiness,  and  from  avenging  thyself  with  thine  own 
hand,  now  therefore  let  thine  enemies,  and  them  that  seek 
evil  to  my  lord,  be  as  Nabal.  And  now  this  present  which 
tliy  servant  hath  brought  unto  my  lord,  let  it  be  given  unto 
the  young  men  that  follow  my  lord.  Forgive,  I  pray  thee, 
the  trespass  of  thine  handmaid  :  for  the  Lord  will  certainly 
make  my  lord  a  sure  house,  because  my  lord  fighteth  the 
battles  of  the  Lord  ;  and  evil  shall  not  be  found  in  thee 
all  thy  days.  And  though  man  be  risen  up  to  pursue  thee, 
and  to  seek  thy  soul,  yet  the  soul  of  my  lord  shall  be 
bound  in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and 
the  souls  of  thine  enemies,  them  shall  he  sling  out,  as 
from  the  hollow  of  a  sling.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
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when  the  Lord  shall  have  done  to  my  lord  according 
to  all  the  good  that  he  hath  spoken  concerning  thee,  and 
shall  have  appointed  thee  prince  over  Israel ;  that  this 
shall  be  no  grief  unto  thee,  nor  offence  of  heart  unto  my 
lord,  either  that  thou  hast  shed  blood  causeless,  or  that 
my  lord  hath  avenged  himself:  and  when  the  Lord  shall 
have  dealt  well  with  my  lord,  then  remember  thine  hand- 
maid. And  David  said  to  Abigail,  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel,  which  sent  thee  this  day  to  meet  me  : 
and  blessed  be  thy  wisdom,  and  blessed  be  thou,  which 
hast  kept  me  this  day  from  bloodguiltiness,  and  from 
avenging  myself  with  mine  own  hand.  For  in  very  deed, 
as  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  liveth,  which  hath  with- 
holden  me  from  hurting  thee,  except  thou  hadst  hasted 
and  come  to  meet  me,  surely  there  had  not  been  left  unto 
Nabal  by  the  morning  hght  so  much  as  one  man  child. 
So  David  received  of  her  hand  that  which  she  had  brought 
him :  and  he  said  unto  her.  Go  up  in  peace  to  thine 
house ;  see,  I  have  hearkened  to  thy  voice,  and  have 
accepted  thy  person. 

And  Abigail  came  to  Nabal ;  and  behold,  he  held  a  feast 
in  his  house,  like  the  feast  of  a  king ;  and  Nabal's  heart 
was  merry  within  him,  for  he  v/as  very  drunken :  wherefore 
she  told  him  nothing,  less  or  more,  until  the  morning  light. 
And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  wine  was 
gone  out  of  Nabal,  that  his  wife  told  him  these  things, 
and  his  heart  died  within  him,  and  be  became  as  a  stone. 
227 


Book  VII  -*^3  Bible   History 

And  it  came  to  pass  about  ten  clays  after,  that  the  Lord 
smote  Nabal,  that  he  died.  And  when  David  heard  that 
Nabal  was  dead,  he  said,  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  that  hath 
pleaded  the  cause  of  my  reproach  from  the  hand  of  Nabal, 
and  hath  kept  back  his  servant  from  evil :  and  the  evil- 
doing  of  Nabal  hath  the  Lord  returned  upon  his  own  head. 
And  David  sent  and  spake  concerning  Abigail,  to  take  her 
to  him  to  wife.  And  when  the  servants  of  David  were 
come  to  Abigail  to  Carmel,  they  spake  unto  her,  saying, 
David  hath  sent  us  unto  thee,  to  take  thee  to  him  to  wife. 
And  she  arose,  and  bowed  herself  with  her  face  to  the 
earth,  and  said.  Behold,  thine  handmaid  is  a  servant  to 
wash  the  feet  of  the  servants  of  my  lord.  And  Abigail 
hasted,  and  arose,  and  rode  upon  an  ass,  with  five  damsels 
of  hers  that  followed  her ;  and  she  went  after  the  mes- 
sengers of  David,  and  became  his  wife.  David  also  took 
Ahinoam  of  Jezreel ;  and  they  became  both  of  them  his 
wives.  Now  Saul  had  given  Michal  his  daughter,  David's 
wife,  to  Palti  the  son  of  Laish,  which  was  of  Gallim. 

And  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying, 
Doth  not  David  hide  himself  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah, 
which  is  before  the  desert?  Then  Saul  arose,  and  went 
down  to  the  wilderness  of  Ziph,  having  three  thousand 
chosen  men  of  Israel  with  him,  to  seek  David  in  the  wil- 
derness of  Ziph.  And  Saul  pitched  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah, 
which  is  before  the  desert,  by  the  way.  But  David  abode 
in  the  wilderness,  and  he  saw  that  Saul  came  after  him 
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into  the  wilderness.  David  therefore  sent  out  spies,  and 
understood  that  Saul  was  come  of  a  certainty.  And 
David  arose,  and  came  to  the  place  where  Saul  had 
pitched :  and  David  beheld  the  place  where  Saul  lay,  and 
Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  the  captain  of  his  host :  and  Saul 
lay  within  the  place  of  the  wagons,  and  the  people  pitched 
round  about  him.  Then  answered  David  and  said  to 
Ahimelech  the  Hittite,  and  to  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah, 
brother  to  Joab,  saying.  Who  will  go  down  with  me  to  Saul 
to  the  camp?  And  Abishai  said,  I  will  go  down  with  thee. 
So  David  and  Abishai  came  to  the  people  by  night :  and, 
behold,  Saul  lay  sleeping  within  the  place  of  the  wagons, 
with  his  spear  stuck  in  the  ground  at  his  head  :  and  Abner 
and  the  people  lay  round  about  him.  Then  said  Abishai 
to  David,  God  hath  delivered  up  thine  enemy  into  thine 
hand  this  day :  now  therefore  let  me  smite  him,  I  pray 
thee,  with  the  spear  to  the  earth  at  one  stroke,  and  I  will 
not  smite  him  the  second  time.  And  David  said  to  Abi- 
shai, Destroy  him  not :  for  who  can  put  forth  his  hand 
against  the  Lord's  anointed,  and  be  guiltless?  And 
David  said,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  Lord  shall  smite  him  ; 
or  his  day  shall  come  to  die ;  or  he  shall  go  down  into 
battle,  and  perish.  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  put 
forth  mine  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed :  but  now 
take,  I  pray  thee,  the  spear  that  is  at  his  head,  and  the 
cruse  of  water,  and  let  us  go.  So  David  took  the  spear 
and  the  cruse  of  water  from  Saul's   head ;  and  they  gat 
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them  away,  and  no  man  saw  it,  nor  knew  it,  neither  did 
any  awake :  for  they  were  all  asleep ;  because  a  deep 
sleep  from  the  Lord  was  fallen  upon  them. 

Then  David  went  over  to  the  other  side,  and  stood  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain  afar  off;  a  great  space  being 
between  them :  and  David  cried  to  the  people,  and  to 
Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  saying,  Answerest  thou  not,  Abner? 
Then  Abner  answered  and  said.  Who  art  thou  that  criest 
to  the  king?  And  David  said  to  Abner,  Art  not  thou  a 
valiant  man?  and  who  is  like  to  thee  in  Israel?  wherefore 
then  hast  thou  not  kept  watch  over  thy  lord  the  king?  for 
there  came  one  of  the  people  in  to  destroy  the  king  thy 
lord.  This  thing  is  not  good  that  thou  hast  done.  As 
the  Lord  liveth,  ye  are  worthy  to  die,  because  ye  have 
rot  kept  watch  over  your  lord,  the  Lord's  anointed.  And 
now,  see,  where  the  king's  spear  is,  and  the  cruse  of  water 
that  was  at  his  head.  And  Saul  knew  David's  voice,  and 
said.  Is  this  thy  voice,  my  son  David?  And  David  said, 
It  is  my  voice,  my  lord,  O  king.  And  he  said,  Wherefore 
doth  my  lord  pursue  after  his  servant?  for  what  have  I 
done?  or  what  evil  is  in  mine  hand?  Now  therefore,  I 
pray  thee,  let  my  lord  the  king  hear  the  words  of  his 
servant.  If  it  be  the  Lord  that  hath  stirred  thee  up 
against  me,  let  him  accept  an  offering:  but  if  it  be  the 
children  of  men,  cursed  be  they  before  the  Lord;  for 
they  have  driven  me  out  this  day  that  I  should  not  cleave 
unto  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord,  saying,  Go,  serve  other 
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gods.  Now  therefore,  let  not  my  blood  fiill  to  the  earth 
away  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  :  for  the  king  of 
Israel  is  come  out  to  seek  a  flea,  as  when  one  doth  hunt 
a  partridge  in  the  mountains.  Then  said  Saul,  I  have 
sinned :  return,  my  son  David :  for  I  will  no  more  do  thee 
harm,  because  my  life  was  precious  in  thine  eyes  this  day : 
behold,  I  have  plaved  the  fool,  and  have  erred  exceedingly. 
And  David  answered  and  said.  Behold  the  spear,  O  king! 
let  then  one  of  the  young  men  come  over  and  fetch  it. 
And  the  Lord  shall  render  to  every  man  his  righteousness 
and  his  faithfulness :  forasmuch  as  the  Lord  delivered 
thee  into  my  hand  today,  and  I  would  not  put  forth  mine 
hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed.  And,  behold,  as  thy 
life  was  much  set  by  this  day  in  mine  eyes,  so  let  my  life 
be  much  set  by  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  let  him  de- 
liver me  out  of  all  tribulation.  Then  Saul  said  to  David, 
Blessed  be  thou,  my  son  David :  thou  shalt  both  do 
mightily,  and  shalt  surely  prevail.  So  David  went  his 
way,  and  Saul  returned  to  his  place. 

And  David  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  now  perish  one  day 
by  the  hand  of  Saul :  there  is  nothing  better  for  me  than 
that  I  should  escape  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines  ;  and 
Saul  shall  despair  of  me,  to  seek  me  any  more  in  all  the 
borders  of  Israel :  so  shall  I  escape  out  of  his  hand.  And 
David  arose,  and  passed  over,  he  and  the  six  hundred 
men  that  were  with  him,  unto  Achish  the  son  of  Maoch, 
king  of  Gath.  And  David  dw^elt  with  Achish  at  Gath,  he 
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and  his  men,  every  man  with  his  household,  even  David 
with  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail 
the  Carmelitess,  NabaPs  wife.  And  it  was  told  Saul  that 
David  was  fled  to  Gath :  and  he  sought  no  more  again  for 
him. 

And  David  said  unto  Achish,  If  now  I  have  found  grace 
in  thine  eyes,  let  them  give  me  a  place  in  one  of  the  cities 
in  the  country,  that  I  may  dwell  there  :  for  why  should  thy 
servant  dwell  in  the  royal  city  with  thee  ?  Then  Achish 
gave  him  Ziklag  that  day:  wherefore  Ziklag  pertaineth 
unto  the  kings  of  Judah  unto  this  day. 

And  the  number  of  the  days  that  David  dwelt  in  the 
country  of  the  Philistines  was  a  full  year  and  four  months. 
And  David  and  his  men  went  up,  and  made  a  raid  upon 
the  Geshurites,  and  the  Girzites,  and  the  Amalekites :  for 
those  nations  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  which  were 
of  old,  as  thou  goest  to  Shur,  even  unto  the  land  of  Egypt. 
And  David  smote  the  land,  and  saved  neither  man  nor 
woman  alive,  and  took  away  the  sheep,  and  the  oxen,  and 
the  asses,  and  the  camels,  and  the  apparel;  and  he  re- 
turned, and  came  to  Achish.  And  Achish  said,  Whither 
have  ye  made  a  raid  today?  And  David  said.  Against  the 
South  of  Judah,  and  against  the  South  of  the  Jerahmeelites, 
and  against  the  South  of  the  Kenites.  And  David  saved 
neither  man  nor  woman  alive,  to  bring  them  to  Gath, 
saying.  Lest  they  should  tell  on  us,  saying,  So  did  David, 
and  so  hath  been  his  manner  all  the  while  he  hath  dwelt 
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in  the  country  of  the  Philistines.  And  Achish  beUeved 
David,  saying,  He  hath  made  his  people  Israel  utterly  to 
abhor  him ;  therefore  he  shall  be  my  servant  for  ever. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  the  Philistines 
gathered  their  hosts  together  for  warfare,  to  fight  with 
Israel.  And  Achish  said  unto  David,  Know  thou  assuredly, 
that  thou  shalt  go  out  with  me  in  the  host,  thou  and  thy 
men.  And  David  said  to  Achish,  Therefore  thou  shalt 
know  what  thy  servant  will  do.  And  Achish  said  to 
David,  Therefore  will  I  make  thee  keeper  of  mine  head 
for  ever.  \_Co7iiin7ied  below,  page  236. 


Xll 

The  Witch  of  Endor 

Now  Samuel  was  dead,  and  all  Israel  had  lamented  him, 
and  buried  him  in  Ramah,  even  in  his  own  city.  And 
Saul  had  put  away  those  that  had  familiar  spirits,  and 
the  wizards,  out  of  the  land.  And  the  Philistines  gathered 
themselves  together,  and  came  and  pitched  in  Shunem : 
and  Saul  gathered  all  Israel  together,  and  they  pitched 
in  Gilboa.  And  when  Saul  saw  the  host  of  the  Philistines, 
he  was  afraid,  and  his  heart  trembled  greatly.  And  when 
Saul  inquired  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  answered  him  not, 
neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by  prophets.  Then 
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said  Saul  unto  his  servants,  Seek  me  a  woman  that  hath  a 
familiar  spirit,  that  I  may  go  to  her,  and  inquire  of  her. 
And  his  servants  said  to  him,  Behold,  there  is  a  woman 
that  hath  a  familiar  spirit  at  En-dor.  And  Saul  disguised 
himself,  and  put  on  other  raiment,  and  went,  he  and  two 
men  with  him,  and  they  came  to  the  woman  by  night : 
and  he  said.  Divine  unto  me,  I  pray  thee,  by  the  familiar 
spirit,  and  bring  me  up  whomsoever  I  shall  name  unto 
thee.  And  the  woman  said  unto  him.  Behold,  thou 
knowest  what  Saul  hath  done,  how  he  hath  cut  off  those 
that  have  familiar  spirits,  and  the  wizards,  out  of  the  land  : 
wherefore  then  layest  thou  a  snare  for  my  life,  to  cause 
me  to  die  ?  And  Saul  sware  to  her  by  the  Lord,  saying, 
As  the  Lord  liveth,  there  shall  be  no  punishment  happen 
to  thee  for  this  thing.  Then  said  the  woman,  Whom 
shall  I  bring  up  unto  thee?  And  he  said,  Bring  me  up 
Samuel.  And  when  the  woman  savv^  Samuel,  she  cried 
with  a  loud  voice :  and  the  woman  spake  to  Saul,  saying, 
Why  hast  thou  deceived  me?  for  thou  art  Saul.  And  the 
king  said  unto  her.  Be  not  afraid:  for  what  seest  thou? 
And  the  woman  said  unto  Saul,  I  see  a  god  coming  up 
out  of  the  earth.  And  he  said  unto  her.  What  form  is 
he  of  ?  And  she  said.  An  old  man  cometh  up  ;  and  he  is 
covered  with  a  robe.  And  Saul  perceived  that  it  was 
Samuel,  and  he  bowed  with  his  face  to  the  ground,  and 
did  obeisance.  And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Why  hast  thou 
disquieted  me,  to  bring  me  up?  And  Saul  answered,  I  am 
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sore  distressed ;  for  the  Philistines  make  war  against  me, 
and  God  is  departed  from  me,  and  answereth  me  no  more, 
neither  by  prophets,  nor  by  dreams :  therefore  I  have 
called  thee,  that  thou  mayest  make  known  unto  me  what 
I  shall  do.  And  Samuel  said.  Wherefore  then  dost 
thou  ask  of  me,  seeing  the  Lord  is  departed  from  thee, 
and  is  become  thine  adversary?  And  the  Lord  hath 
wrought  for  himself,  as  he  spake  by  me :  and  the  Lord 
hath  rent  the  kingdom  cut  of  thine  hand,  and  given  it  to 
thy  neighbour,  even  to  David.  Because  thou  obeyedst 
not  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  didst  not  execute  his  fierce 
wrath  upon  Amalek,  therefore  hath  the  Lord  done  this 
thing  unto  thee  this  day.  Moreover  the  Lord  will  deliver 
Israel  also  with  thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  :  and 
tomorrow  shalt  thou  and  thy  sons  be  with  me :  the  Lord 
shall  deliver  the  host  of  Israel  also  into  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines.  Then  Saul  fell  straightway  his  full  length 
upon  the  earth,  and  was  sore  afraid,  because  of  the  words 
of  Samuel :  and  there  was  no  strength  in  him  ;  for  he  had 
eaten  no  bread  all  the  day,  nor  all  the  night.  And  the 
woman  came  unto  Saul,  and  saw  that  he  was  sore  troubled, 
and  said  unto  him.  Behold,  thine  handmaid  hath  heark- 
ened unto  thy  voice,  and  I  have  put  my  life  in  my  hand, 
and  have  hearkened  unto  thy  words  which  thou  spakest 
unto  me.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  hearken  thou  also 
unto  the  voice  of  thine  handmaid,  and  let  me  set  a  morsel 
of  bread  before  thee;  and  eat,  that  thou  mayest  have 
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strength,  when  thou  goest  on  thy  way.  But  he  refused, 
and  said,  I  will  not  eat.  But  his  servants,  together  with 
the  woman,  constrained  him ;  and  he  hearkened  unto 
their  voice.  So  he  arose  from  the  earth,  and  sat  upon 
the  bed.  And  the  woman  had  a  fatted  calf  in  the  house ; 
and  she  hasted,  and  killed  it ;  and  she  took  flour,  and 
kneaded  it,  and  did  bake  unleavened  bread  thereof:  and 
she  brought  it  before  Saul,  and  before  his  servants ; 
and  they  did  eat.  Then  they  rose  up,  and  went  away 
that  night. 

xiii 

The  Feud  of  Saul  and  David  {cofitinued) 

Now  the  Philistines  gathered  together  all  their  hosts  to 
Aphek :  and  the  Israelites  pitched  by  the  fountain  which 
is  in  Jezreel.  And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  passed  on 
by  hundreds,  and  by  thousands :  and  David  and  his  men 
passed  on  in  the  rearward  with  Achish.  Then  said  the 
princes  of  the  Philistines,  What  do  these  Hebrews  here? 
And  Achish  said  unto  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  Is 
not  this  David,  the  servant  of  Saul  the  king  of  Israel, 
which  hath  been  vv^ith  me  these  days  or  these  years,  and 
I  have  found  no  fault  in  him  since  he  fell  away  unto  me 
unto  this  day?  But  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  were 
wroth  with  him;  and  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  said 
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unto  him,  Make  the  man  return,  tliat  he  may  go  back  to 
his  place  where  thou  hast  appointed  him,  and  let  him  not 
go  down  with  us  to  battle,  lest  in  the  battle  he  become 
an  adversary  to  us :  for  wherewith  should  this  fellow  rec- 
oncile himself  unto  his  lord?  should  it  not  be  with  the 
heads  of  these  men?  Is  not  this  David,  of  whom  they 
sang  one  to  another  in  dances,  saying, 

Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands, 
And  David  his  ten  thousands  ? 

Then  Achish  called  David,  and  said  unto  him,  As  the 
Lord  liveth,  thou  hast  been  upright,  and  thy  going  out 
and  thy  coming  in  with  me  in  the  host  is  good  in  my 
sight :  for  I  have  not  found  evil  in  thee  since  the  day  of 
thy  coming  unto  me  unto  this  day :  nevertheless  the  lords 
favour  thee  not.  Wherefore  now  return,  and  go  in  peace, 
that  thou  displease  not  the  lords  of  the  Philistines.  And 
David  said  unto  Achish,  But  what  have  I  done  ?  and  what 
hast  thou  found  in  thy  servant  so  long  as  I  have  been  be- 
fore thee  unto  this  day,  that  I  may  not  go  and  fight  against 
the  enemies  of  my  lord  the  king?  And  Achish  answered 
and  said  to  David,  I  know  that  thou  art  good  in  my  sight, 
as  an  angel  of  God :  notwithstanding  the  princes  of  the 
Philistines  have  said.  He  shall  not  go  up  with  us  to  the 
battle.  Wherefore  now  rise  up  early  in  the  morning  with 
the  servants  of  thy  lord  that  are  come  with  thee :  and  as 
soon  as  ye  be  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  have  light, 
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depart.  So  David  rose  up  early,  he  and  his  men,  to  de- 
part in  the  morning,  to  return  into  the  land  of  the  Philis- 
tines.    And  the  Philistines  went  up  to  Jezreel. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  and  his  men  were 
come  to  Ziklag  on  the  third  day,  that  the  Amalekites  had 
made  a  raid  upon  the  South,  and  upon  Ziklag,  and  had 
smitten  Ziklag,  and  burned  it  with  fire ;  and  had  taken 
captive  the  women  and  all  that  were  therein,  both  small 
and  great :  they  slew  not  any,  but  carried  them  off,  and 
went  their  way.  And  when  David  and  his  men  came  to 
the  city,  behold,  it  was  burned  with  fire ;  and  their  wives, 
and  their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  were  taken  captives. 
Then  David  and  the  people  that  were  with  him  lifted  up 
their  voice  and  wept,  until  they  had  no  more  power  to 
weep.  And  David's  two  wives  were  taken  captives, 
Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail  the  wife  of  Nabal 
the  Carmelite.  And  David  was  greatly  distressed ;  for 
the  people  spake  of  stoning  him,  because  the  soul  of  all 
the  people  was  grieved,  every  man  for  his  sons  and  for 
his  daughters :  but  David  strengthened  himself  in  the 
Lord  his  God. 

And  David  said  to  Abiathar  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Ahimelech,  I  pray  thee,  bring  me  hither  the  ephod.  And 
Abiathar  brought  thither  the  ephod  to  David.  And  David 
inquired  of  the  Lord,  saying,  If  I  pursue  after  this  troop, 
shall  I  overtake  them?  And  he  answered  him.  Pursue: 
for  thou  shalt  surely  overtake  them,  and  shalt  without  fail 
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recover  all.  So  David  went,  he  and  the  six  hundred  men 
that  were  with  him,  and  came  to  the  brook  Besor,  where 
those  that  were  left  behind  stayed.  But  David  pursued, 
he  and  four  hundred  men  :  for  two  hundred  stayed  behind, 
which  were  so  faint  that  they  could  not  go  over  the  brook 
Besor:  and  they  found  an  Egyptian  in  the  field,  and 
brought  him  to  David,  and  gave  him  bread,  and  he  did 
eat ;  and  they  gave  him  water  to  drink :  and  they  gave 
him  a  piece  of  a  cake  of  figs,  and  two  clusters  of  raisins ; 
and  when  he  had  eaten,  his  spirit  came  again  to  him :  for 
he  had  eaten  no  bread,  nor  drunk  any  water  three  days 
and  three  nights.  And  David  said  unto  him,  To  whom 
belongest  thou  ?  and  whence  art  thou  ?  And  he  said,  I  am 
a  young  man  of  Egypt,  servant  to  an  Amalekite ;  and 
my  master  left  me,  because  three  days  agone  I  fell  sick. 
We  made  a  raid  upon  the  South  of  the  Cherethites,  and 
upon  that  which  belongeth  to  Judah,  and  upon  the  South 
of  Caleb ;  and  we  burned  Ziklag  with  fire.  And  David 
said  to  him,  Wilt  thou  bring  me  down  to  this  troop  ?  And 
he  said.  Swear  unto  me  by  God,  that  thou  wilt  neither  kill 
me,  nor  deliver  me  up  into  the  hands  of  my  master,  and 
I  will  bring  thee  down  to  this  troop.  And  when  he  had 
brought  him  down,  behold,  they  were  spread  abroad  over 
all  the  ground,  eating  and  drinking,  and  feasting,  because 
of  all  the  great  spoil  that  they  had  taken  out  of  the  land 
of  the  PhiHstines,  and  out  of  the  land  of  Judah.  And 
David  smote  them  from  the  twilight  even  unto  the 
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evening  of  the  next  day :  and  there  escaped  not  a  man 
of  them,  save  four  hundred  young  men,  which  rode  upon 
camels  and  fled.  And  David  recovered  all  that  the 
Amalekites  had  taken  :  and  David  rescued  his  two  wives. 
And  there  was  nothing  lacking  to  them,  neither  small  nor 
great,  neither  sons  nor  daughters,  neither  spoil,  nor  any 
thing  that  they  had  taken  to  them :  David  brought  back 
all.  And  David  took  all  the  flocks  and  the  herds,  which 
they  drave  before  those  other  cattle,  and  said,  This  is 
David's  spoil. 

And  David  came  to  the  two  hundred  men,  which  were 
so  faint  that  they  could  not  follow  David,  whom  also  they 
had  made  to  abide  at  the  brook  Besor:  and  they  went 
forth  to  meet  David,  and  to  meet  the  people  that  were 
with  him:  and  when  David  came  near  to  the  people,  he 
saluted  them.  Then  answered  all  the  wicked  men  and 
men  of  Belial,  of  those  that  went  with  David,  and  said, 
Because  they  went  not  with  us,  we  will  not  give  them 
aught  of  the  spoil  that  we  have  recovered,  save  to  every 
man  his  wife  and  his  children,  that  they  may  lead  them 
away,  and  depart.  Then  said  David,  Ye  shall  not  do  so, 
my  brethren,  with  that  which  the  Lord  hath  given  unto 
us,  who  hath  preserved  us,  and  delivered  the  troop  that 
came  against  us  into  our  hand.  And  who  will  hearken 
unto  you  in  this  matter?  for  as  his  share  is  that  goeth 
down  to  the  battle,  so  shall  his  share  be  that  tarrieth  by 
the  stuff:  they  shall  share  alike.  And  it  was  so  from 
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that  day  forward,  that  he  made  it  a  statute  and  an  ordi- 
nance for  Israel,  unto  this  day. 

And  when  David  came  to  Ziklag,  he  sent  of  the  spoil 
unto  the  elders  of  Judah,  even  to  his  friends,  saying,  Be- 
hold a  present  for  you  of  the  spoil  of  the  enemies  of  the 
Lord  ;  to  them  which  were  in  Beth-el,  and  to  them  which 
were  in  Ramoth  of  the  South,  and  to  them  which  were 
in  Jattir ;  and  to  them  which  were  in  Aroer,  and  to  them 
which  were  in  Siphmoth,  and  to  them  which  were 
in  Eshtemoa ;  and  to  them  which  were  in  Racal,  and 
to  them  which  were  in  the  cities  of  the  Jerahmeelites, 
and  to  them  which  were  in  the  cities  of  the  Kenites ; 
and  to  them  which  were  in  Hormah,  and  to  them 
which  were  in  Cor-ashan,  and  to  them  which  w^ere  in 
Athach :  and  to  them  which  were  in  Hebron,  and  to 
all  the  places  where  David  himself  and  his  men  were 
wont  to  haunt. 

Now  the  Philistines  fought  against  Israel :  and  the  men 
of  Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines,  and  fell  down 
slain  in  mount  Gilboa.  And  the  Philistines  followed 
hard  upon  Saul  and  upon  his  sons ;  and  the  Philistines 
slew  Jonathan,  and  Abinadab,  and  Malchishua,  the  sons 
of  Saul.  And  the  battle  went  sore  against  Saul,  and  the 
archers  overtook  him ;  and  he  was  greatly  distressed  by 
reason  of  the  archers.  Then  said  Saul  to  his  armour- 
bearer,  Draw  thy  sword,  and  thrust  me  through  there- 
with ;    lest    these    uncircumcised    come    and    thrust    me 
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throiisrli,  and  abuse  me.    But  his  armourbearer  would  not : 


for  he  was  sore  afraid.  Therefore  Saul  took  his  sword, 
and  fell  upon  it.  And  when  his  armourbearer  saw  that 
Saul  was  dead,  he  likewise  fell  upon  his  sword,  and  died 
with  him.  So  Saul  died,  and  his  three  sons,  and  his 
armourbearer,  and  all  his  men,  that  same  day  together. 
And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that  were  on  the  other  side 
of  the  valley,  and  they  that  were  beyond  Jordan,  saw  that 
the  men  of  Israel  fled,  and  that  Saul  and  his  sons  were 
dead,  they  forsook  the  cities,  and  fled;  and  the  Philis- 
tines came  and  dwelt  in  them. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Philis- 
tines came  to  strip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul  and  his 
three  sons  fallen  in  mount  Gilboa.  And  they  cut  off  his 
head,  and  stripped  off  his  armour,  and  sent  into  the  land 
of  the  Philistines  round  about,  to  carry  the  tidings  unto 
the  house  of  their  idols,  and  to  the  people.  And  they 
put  his  armour  in  the  house  of  the  Ashtaroth :  and  they 
fastened  his  body  to  the  wall  of  Beth-shan.  And  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-gilead  heard  concerning  him 
that  which  the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul,  all  the  valiant 
men  arose,  and  went  all  night,  and  took  the  body  of  Saul 
and  the  bodies  of  his  sons  from  the  wall  of  Beth-shan ; 
and  they  came  to  Jabesh,  and  burnt  them  there.  And 
they  took  their  bones,  and  buried  them  under  the  tama- 
risk tree  in  Jabesh,  and  fasted  seven  days. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  the  death  of  Saul,  when  David 
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was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Amalekites,  and 
David  had  abode  two  days  in  Ziklag ;  it  came  even  to  pass 
on  the  third  day,  that,  behold,  a  man  came  out  of  the  camp 
from  Saul  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head : 
and  so  it  was,  when  he  came  to  David,  that  he  fell  to  the 
earth,  and  did  obeisance.  And  David  said  unto  him,  From 
whence  comest  thou?  And  he  said  unto  him,  Out  of  the 
camp  of  Israel  am  I  escaped.  And  David  said  unto  him, 
How  went  the  matter?  I  pray  thee,  tell  me.  And 
he  answered.  The  people  are  fled  from  the  battle,  and 
many  of  the  people  also  are  fallen  and  dead;  and  Saul 
and  Jonathan  his  son  are  dead  also.  And  David  said  unto 
the  young  man  that  told  him,  How  knowest  thou  that 
Saul  and  Jonathan  his  son  be  dead  ?  And  the  young  man 
that  told  him  said,  As  I  happened  by  chance  upon  mount 
Gilboa,  behold,  Saul  leaned  upon  his  spear;  and,  lo, 
the  chariots  and  the  horsemen  followed  hard  after  him. 
And  when  he  looked  behind  him,  he  saw  me,  and 
called  unto  me.  And  I  ansv/ered.  Here  am  I.  And  he 
said  unto  me.  Who  art  thou?  And  I  answered  him, 
I  am  an  Amalekite.  And  he  said  unto  me.  Stand, 
I  pray  thee,  beside  me,  and  slay  me,  for  anguish  hath 
taken  hold  of  me ;  because  my  life  is  yet  whole  in  me. 
So  I  stood  beside  him,  and  slew  him,  because  I  was 
sure  that  he  could  not  live  after  that  he  was  fallen :  and 
I  took  the  crown  that  was  upon  his  head,  and  the  bracelet 
that  was  on  his  arm,  and  have  brought  them  hither  unto 
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my  lord.  Then  David  took  hold  on  his  clothes,  and  rent 
them  ;  and  likewise  all  the  men  that  were  with  him  :  and  they 
mourned,  and  wept,  and  fasted  until  even,  for  Saul,  and 
for  Jonathan  his  son,  and  for  the  people  of  the  Lord,  and 
for  the  house  of  Israel ;  because  they  were  fallen  by  the 
sword.  And  David  said  unto  the  young  man  that  told 
him,  Whence  art  thou?  And  he  answered,  I  am  the  son 
of  a  stranger,  an  Amalekite.  And  David  said  unto  him, 
How  wast  thou  not  afraid  to  put  forth  thine  hand  to 
destroy  the  Lord's  anointed?  And  David  called  one  of 
the  young  men,  and  said.  Go  near,  and  fall  upon  him. 
And  he  smote  him  that  he  died.  And  David  said 
unto  him.  Thy  blood  be  upon  thy  head ;  for  thy  mouth 
hath  testified  against  thee,  saying,  I  have  slain  the  Lord's 
anointed. 

And  David  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over  Saul 
and  over  Jonathan  his  son :  ^ 


DAVID'S   LAMENT 

Thy  glory,  O  Israel, 

Is  slain  upon  thy  high  places  ! 

How  are  the  7nighty  — 

Fallen  I 

*  And  he  bade  them  teach  the  children  of  Judah  the  song  of  the  bow: 
behold,  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  Jashar. 
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Tell  it  not  ki  Gath, 

Publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Ashkelon ; 

Lest  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice, 
Lest  the  daughters  of  the  uncircumcised  triumph. 

Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa,  let  there  be  no  dew  nor  rain 

upon  you, 
Neither  fields  of  offerings  : 

For  there  the  shield  of  the  mighty  was  vilely  cast 

away, 
The  shield  of  Saul,  as  of  one  not  anointed  with  oil. 

From  the  blood  of  the  slain. 

From  the  fat  of  the  mighty, 

The  bow  of  Jonathan  turned  not  back. 
And  the  sword  of  Saul  returned  not  empty. 

Saul  and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their  lives. 
And  in  their  death  they  were  not  divided ; 

They  were  swifter  than  eagles. 

They  were  stronger  than  lions. 

Ye  daughters  of  Israel, 

Weep  over  Saul, 

Who  clothed  you  in  scarlet  delicately, 
Who  put  ornaments  of  gold  upon  your  apparel. 
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How  arc  the  7mghty  — 

Fallen  in  the  7nidst  of  the  battle  ! 

O  Jonathan, 

Slain  upon  thy  high  places, 

I  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan : 
Very  pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me : 

Thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful, 

Passing  the  love  of  women. 

//ow  are  the  mighty  — 

Fallcfi ! 
And  the  weapons  of  war  — 

Perished ! 
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BOOK  V 

1.  This  section  gives  us  the  formal  assumption  of  the  lead- 
ership by  Joshua.  —  Prepare  you  victuals :  this  of  course 
refers  to  the  cessation  of  the  manna  which  would  take  place 
as  soon  as  the  Israelites  had  crossed  from  the  wilderness  into 
Canaan. 

4.  Part  of  the  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  connect  events 
with  local  names  in  Canaan.  Gibeath-ha-araloth  is  *  the  hill  of 
foreskins';  and  Gilgal  is  connected  with  the  'rolling'  away 
of  reproach.  This  purpose  has  been  pointed  out  in  several 
sections  of  previous  books. 

vi.  Took  of  the  devoted  thing :  for  this  idea  compare  the 
provision  in  the  Deuteronomic  covenant  (page  57  of  that 
volume)  and  the  vow  of  Israel  at  Hormah  {Exodus  volume, 
page  246). 

ix.  Page  32  :  footnote.  This  portion  of  the  Bible  History 
does  not,  like  the  Books  of  Kings,  make  regular  reference  to 
authorities  or  other  literature;  hence  such  references  as  this,  or 
the  similar  cases  in  Numbers  (see  Exodus  volume,  pages  247-9) 
are  best  put  in  the  form  of  footnotes. 

10-12.  The  first  section  summarises  the  conquests  in  the 
south,  the  next  those  in  the  north,  while  section  12  takes  a 
general  survey. 
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BOOK  VI 


I,  2.  Two  important  sections  introductory  to  the  Book  oj 
Judges.  The  first  is  negative,  showing  the  failure  of  the  people 
in  zeal  against  the  nations  of  Canaan.  The  second  speaks  of 
positive  transgressions  against  the  Lord.  Both  unite  in  the 
common  result,  that  the  nations  are  left  by  God  as  a  trial  to  the 
Israelites.  The  second  section  further  describes  the  Judges  as 
temporary  saviours  raised  up  by  God.  Note  in  i  that  at  this 
point  the  tribe  of  Judah  has  a  sort  of  leadership. 

vi.  The  hegemony  has  here  passed  to  the  tribes  of  Zebulun 
and  Naphtali,  and  the  enemy  is  in  the  northern  part  of  Canaan. 

Deborah's  Song.  This  important  ode,  foundation  of  so  much 
of  the  future  poetry  of  Israel,  is  in  '  Antique  Metre '  (see  Intro- 
duction to  the  Genesis  volume,  page  153).  It  has  further  an 
elaborate  antiphonal  structure,  which  can  be  caught  at  once 
from  the  arrangement  in  the  text.  The  opening  words  suggest 
an  antiphony  between  Deborah  leading  a  chorus  of  Women, 
and  Barak  leading  a  chorus  of  Men  (compare  the  Song  of 
Moses  and  Miriam,  Exodus  volume,  pages  46,  297).  This 
arrangement  is  confirmed  by  the  details  of  the  poem,  which  as 
given  in  the  text  often  show  special  fitness  to  the  respective 
performers.  Antiphonal  structure  is  closely  allied  to  anti- 
strophic  structure,  but  is  not  identical  with  it,  because  the 
strophes  may  not  be  equal.  In  the  present  case  the  latter 
part  of  the  poem  is  strictly  antistrophic,  and  is  so  marked  in 
the  text;  the  earlier  part  may  be  so  described  if  allowance  be 
made  for  the  passages  assigned  to  the  Men  and  Women  singing 
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together,  which  passages  are  analogous  to  the  epodes  or  mesodes 
in  antistrophic  poetry. 

vii-ix.  Throughout  the  events  of  these  sections  the  tribe  of 
Ephraim  seems  to  claim  an  hegemony;  the  leaders  in  these 
episodes  do  not  come  from  that  tribe,  but  the  Ephraimites  make 
it  a  grievance  that  they  have  not  been  summoned  as  a  matter 
of  course.  Gideon  succeeds  in  soothing  their  offended  pride, 
but  in  the  case  of  Jephthah  a  civil  war  ensues. 

The  importance  of  these  sections  as  bringing  to  a  focus  the 
floating  idea  of  kingship,  which  is  the  link  binding  together  all 
this  portion  of  the  sacred  history,  has  been  pointed  out  in  the 
Introduction,  pages  vii-x. 

xvii-xxii.  The  stories  of  Samson  make  a  continuous  '  cycle '; 
compare  the  Elisha  Cycle  in  the  Books  of  Kings.  The  Danites 
now  seem  in  the  forefront,  as  also  in  the  next  section  (xxiii) ; 
but  Samson  appears  as  the  representative  of  the  Nazirites  even 
more  than  the  representative  of  his  own  tribe. 

xxiii.  Besides  being  representative  of  the  tribal  history  of 
Dan,  this  section  has  a  place  in  the  book  as  illustrating  the  gen- 
eral state  of  lawlessness,  when  there  was  no  king  and  every  man 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes. 

xxiv.  In  this  final  episode  of  Book  VI,  we  see  an  approach 
towards  national  unity,  in  the  fact  that,  though  it  is  a  case  of 
civil  war,  yet  all  Israel  is  united  against  a  single  tribe.  In  the 
civil  wars  of  Abimelech,  and  of  Jephthah  with  the  Men  of 
Ephraim,  the  disturbance  was  much  more  confined  in  its  area. 

Page  145  :  footnote.    The  sentence  So  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin saw  that  they  were  smitten  is  evidently  continued  in  the 
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words  dzit  six  Jnindred  men  turned  and  fled,  etc.  What  comes 
between  is  a  comment  on  sazu  that  they  were  smitten,  explaining 
this  by  repeating  what  has  already  been  related. 


BOOK  VII 

i-iii.  These  sections  contain  the  birth  and  call  of  Samuel, 
who  is  the  centre  of  the  whole  transitional  stage  which  makes 
Book  VII  (see  Introduction,  page  x).  It  will  be  observed 
that  an  approach  towards  national  unity,  in  advance  of  anything 
in  previous  books,  is  suggested  by  the  position  of  Shiloh  as  a 
recognised  national  centre,  and  the  ark  as  the  symbol  to  which 
all  look  for  the  emblem  of  national  safety.  Eli  is  however  only 
described  as  a  judge. 

Song  of  Hannah.  This  is  in  Antique  Metre,  without  any 
further  structure.  Like  the  thanksgivings  of  Zacharias  and  of 
Mary  in  .5"/.  Luke,  it  is  a  personal  thanksgiving  merged  in  a 
hymn  of  general  character. 

4.  In  this  incident  the  authority  of  Samuel  appears  as  fully 
established. 

V.  Incidentally  this  story  supplies  a  link  in  the  development 
of  the  idea  of  kingship.  The  notion  seems  to  have  vaguely 
established  itself,  that  the  authority  of  a  judge  descended  in  his 
family;  and  the  unworthiness  of  the  sons  both  of  Eli  and  Samuel 
gives  an  impetus  to  the  demand  for  a  kingly  family. 

This  section  is  of  course  the  pivotal  incident  of  the  whole 
book :  Samuel  the  judge  appoints  (with  Divine  sanction)  a 
S52 


Notes  d^ 

king,  and  retires,  retaining  his  prophetic  position  as  a  check 
upon  the  kingship  in  the  name  of  the  old  theocracy. 

6.  This  historic  section  first  evidences  the  success  of  the 
new  king  in  uniting  the  whole  nation  against  the  foe;  and  then 
brings  out  the  first  breach  between  the  kingly  and  prophetic 
authorities. 

ix.  This  story  brings  out  the  second  and  final  breach  between 
king  and  prophet;  in  the  next  section  the  kingship  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  house  of  David.  In  him  the  prophetic  spirit  is  to 
be  united  with  the  kingly. 

xi,  xiii.  The  two  (interrupted  by  a  story  personal  to  Saul) 
make  the  epic  history  of  the  Feud  of  Saul  and  David.  There 
is  the  epic  interest  of  a  sacred  story  of  adventure;  historically 
the  fulness  of  the  story  is  justified  by  the  struggle  between  the 
rejected  and  chosen  royal  families,  with  the  beautiful  unifying 
effect  of  the  recognition  of  David  by  Jonathan. 

David'' s  Lament  over  Saul  and  Jonathan.  In  the  note  on 
Traditional  Poetry  (^Genesis  volume,  page  154)  this  has  been 
mentioned  as  an  exception  to  the  law  of  Antique  Metre :  its 
structure  showing  parallel  couplets  of  which  both  lines  are 
strengthened,  which  is  of  course  one  way  of  developing  quat- 
rains. It  has  the  further  structural  interest  of  an  augmenting 
refrain.  This  beautiful  refrain  seems  to  rest  for  its  effect  upon 
the  bringing  together  two  ideas,  like  a  crescendo  and  decres- 
cendo  in  music:  Hoiv  are  the  mighty<^^ Fallen  !  This  frag- 
mentary refrain  as  it  appears  at  the  beginning  is  enlarged  at  the 
passage  from  the  section  on  Saul  to  that  on  Jonathan,  and  still 
further  enlarged  at  the  close  of  the  v/hole. 
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